
RENEWED – A New Creation 
2 Corinthians 5:1-17, Romans 6:11-12 
 
Well, thanks for tuning in to church online – this is the final 
week of our 5-week series RENEWED where we have really 
taken one of God’s most amazing character traits and 
expounded on it over the past few weeks.  He is a God of new 
things!  Creation – never before, Noah and the Ark – it had 
never rained…it’s an amazing characteristic of God! 
 
It’s one that too many of us ignore in our development in our 
relationships with God and each other.  We often hold on to 
the past with a death grip because it’s predictable and we 
know what to expect, when all along the way, God is 
whispering to us – I am a God of new things, and I want to do 
something new in your life!   
 
I believe God wants to do something new today in you – I 
believe each day we wake up, 3 of the most powerful words 
we can pray to God are to cry out, “MAKE ME NEW.”  Would 
you stop right now, close your eyes before we move into the 
scriptures, and just pray that to the Lord? 
 
 
I canvassed our staff this week and asked, “What would you 
rather have new than used?”  What’s the first thing that comes 
to your mind?  So, I’ll begin by asking you to tell the people 
you’re watching with today – answer that question…what’s the 
first thing that pops into your head? 
 
(Mattress, Toothbrush, Toiletries, Deodorant, Q-Tip, Dentures, Dental Floss, 
Underwear…most recently…a MASK!) 
 

Now, I know that some of you are penny pinchers and would 
take used things over new things if it meant you could save an 
extra buck – if you’re that person in your house, know 
this…new trumps used every time.  Just does! 
 
Throughout this series we have continually reminded each 
other that our God is a God of new things, and is in the 
business of making ALL THINGS NEW – a new HEART, a new 
MIND, a new FOCUS – and today we center in on one of the 
most familiar letters that the apostle Paul wrote – 2 
Corinthians 5 – if you have your bible/smartphone, turn there 
with me. 
 
[Story verses 1-10] – then 2 Corinthians 5:11-17 
 
The “new creation” Paul speaks of in this letter to the church in 
Corinth most likely had intentions of correcting the broken 
belief systems of those who were new to their faith.  
 
THE TENSION:  As you and I know, there is a moment when we 
walk back into the world as we know it, and the reality of the 
transformation that has taken place is removed from our frontal 
lobe in a matter of minutes.  
 
 It’s like all we understood about being made new all of the 
sudden doesn’t feel “new” anymore, it feels the same.  The 
luster of the moment has passed, and now I don’t feel what I 
felt.  That’s when our hearts are prone to wander back to the 
place they were, residing on accomplishment, wealth, security 
of assets and possessions again becomes our hearts aim and 
our affection gets pushed back into what was – the story of too 
many of us, my story too. 



For Paul, the author, this wasn’t just a superficial message 
about Christ (verse 16) – this was actually Paul’s reference to 
his own Damascus Road experience.  He was transformed, 
sought after by the person of Jesus, and was given the 
ministry of reconciliation.  This passage is the climax of Paul’s 
entire apostolic ministry statement – he is Christ’s ambassador, 
and Christ’s love compels him to do what he is doing and to 
communicate the message of Jesus’ Messiahship to all who 
will listen and receive. 
 
So, if Paul is now IN Christ, then how do I live IN Christ? 
IN = IS (If anyone is IN Christ, he IS a new creation).  The death 
of the old is presented in the present tense with the 
new…there is an immediate transaction, and a life-long 
transformation.   
 
ILLUSTRATION:  Flight training material - You gain access to 
the content but by no means are you equipped…you must 
learn, practice, and be transformed from one degree of glory 
to another…this all happens in meaningful relationship with 
God and each other. 
 
When the Good News of Grace was given/told to you – and 
you accept it, you are IN Christ.  The transactional piece is 
done.  His grace, his sacrifice, his sufficiency for your complete 
surrender.  And in your surrender, you don’t become poor 
and destitute, you become rich and full of life!   
 
 
 
 
 

“NO LONGER’S” 
The key to living IN Christ I believe is found in a small two-
word phrased that is used 2 times in this passage (verses 15-
16).  “Twice in verses 15–16 the apostle uses the words no 
longer. This means that for the person who is now in Christ 
through the ministry of reconciliation certain things are no 
longer true. Such a person no longer lives for self (verse 15), 
no longer regards Christ from a purely worldly point of view 
(verse 16). These things which are no longer true belong to 
the old which has gone, replaced by the new creation (verse 
17) which has now come (verse 16).” – P. Barett 
 
MY “NO LONGER”: 
No longer living for ourselves – this is about us being led by 
the power and influence of the Holy Spirit’s residing within us.  
We will not live FOR ourselves, not FOR our desires, not FOR 
what is trained into us by our humanistic nature, not FOR the 
praises of men, etc. but rather we would live FOR JESUS, who 
died and was raised for them! 
 
We are like Jesus in ALL THREE – his death, his burial, and his 
resurrection – sinners must die…but Jesus died that we might 
die, but he was raised so that we can live the resurrected life!  
Common misquote – be careful! 
 
Stop evaluating people from human points of view, especially 
Jesus!  Don’t view him from humanistic formulaic mentality – 
but all things are new, and it begins here! 
 
 
 
 



HIS “NO LONGER”: 
No longer counting people’s sins against them – this is a 
reference to the OLD covenant 
 
The NEW creation is not only a salvific statement, but a 
statement of motive – one cannot experience conversion, but 
still be motivated by the things of this world.  By definition, 
those things must die – this is the kingdom come in YOU! 
 
You and I are not only promised a new covenant through the 
person of Jesus, but we are given a new identity through His 
blood and we are newly formed, not merely in the physical 
realm, but our hearts are new Creations – made in his image 
and likeness.   
 
BEING MADE NEW IS NOT JUST A REWARD, IT’S A 
RESPONSIBILITY 
But before we get to the “new creation” in verse 17, look at 
verse 11 – “responsibility”.  The motive of following Christ – 
from reward to responsibility.  This is a leadership principle I 
heard from Patrick Lencioni, a well-known author and 
leadership consultant/coach.  But this principle is exactly what 
Paul is referring to – we “no longer” see life this way, but 
rather, we see life from a new perspective.  We are not 
motivated by trying to earn a reward, the reward has been 
given by grace, so now it’s a matter of responsibility.  That 
motive is this entire passage.   
 
ILLUSTRATION – The gold medal and a marathon runner. 
 
 
 

A NEW CREATION LIVES IN CHRIST 
The three states of the human life: 

1. Without Christ – our nature, born in sin 
2. In Christ – state of grace, led by the power of the Holy 

Spirit as the guarantee for our eternal position 
3. With Christ – beholding Him 

 
To be IN Christ is something that is not spoken of in terms of 
any other leader/follower relationship.  It’s not really a part of 
our vernacular, but being IN something denotes a giving 
control of myself over to that something.  I no longer find my 
identity, my standards, etc. in myself and in what I do, but 
rather I find all my identity in Christ – I am identified by Jesus, 
in Jesus.  I am a building block (1 Peter 2:5 – we are living 
stones), but He is the cornerstone…I am found IN that wall 
called the story of Jesus’ redemptive work.  I am CLOTHED or 
COVERED by Jesus. (Imputed righteousness) 
 
ILLUSTRATION – the brick in the wall of the house 
 
Legally, by justice’s bar I am new, imputed righteousness…the 
reward is righteousness, heaven, and kingdom.  I have a new 
sentence – from death to life, and it was of no earning of my 
own, it is a gift from God through His Son, Jesus.  With a new 
sentence, from death to life, what does my heart desire more 
than to serve the one who paid my debt?   
 
 
 
 
 



I am a new creation!  My desires are new, my passions…new 
affections.  Quick question for you today - Do your affections – 
the things that motivate you, the things you defend, and 
things you support point to the price that’s been paid for you 
in light of your deserved punishment or do they point to 
something else?   
 
This is the doctrine of regeneration – new birth, new life, 
spiritual life from the dead as you become raised with Jesus.  
This happens IN you by the action/power of the Spirit, not 
simply what happens TO you.   
 
New heart, new mind you love him and trust him and follow 
him freely.  It’s His work in us that births our work in Him. 
 
Reread the passage – 2 Corinthians 5:11-17 with all of this in 
mind. 
 
RESPONSE: 

1. Have you ever placed your life in the hands of Jesus for 
salvation?  Have you ever clothed your sinful self in the 
sacrifice that Jesus Christ was for you – have you 
accepted his “NO LONGER”. 

2. In light of that, are you experiencing the reward and 
responsibility of living as a new creation?  Is the old 
gone?  Has the new come?  Are you wearing the 
overcoat of Jesus’ blessing and sacrifice for you as a 
reward or a responsibility? 

 
 
 
 

Questions: 
1. What motivates you to live life in Christ?  
2. Do your motives point to a reward centered or a 

responsibility centered mentality? 
 
 
 
 
 


