
RENEWED – Week 1 (All Things New) 
Isaiah 43:18-19:4, Revelation 21:9 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
ILLUSTRATION:  I love new things!!!!! 

- My addiction to new shoes 
- Amazon is like my addiction – I can order something 

and deliver it new to my house in a matter of 
days…Christmas – LOVE opening new packages, my 
OCD goes crazy.  New = untarnished = to be 
explored = smells so good! 

- New products, new tools, new, new, new!  
- This is a new series!   

 
2 Corinthians 5:17 says “If anyone is in Christ, he is a NEW 
creation, the old is gone, the NEW has come.”  For someone 
today, that’s just the invitation you needed from God – to invite 
Jesus Christ into your heart and life, and give him control, 
allowing him to renew you, to make you new (grammar tool in 
Word won’t even recognized the words “make” and “new” 
together – error!) and begin again.   
 
The brokenness of our world, our systems, our worldviews, is 
more apparent now than ever.  We were not designed with 
this brokenness in mind!  We were designed for relationship 
with God and made to reflect his glory.  God is calling us back, 
calling us up, and reworking our inner man and woman to 
slow down, to consider all that He has done, and to RENEW 
our minds.   
 
 

This series, however, is not about what is NOT happening, but 
rather, what CAN happen in times like this.  This is a call to all, 
everyone hungry for more in life. Don’t let your setback keep 
you from your comeback! This time is now for God to do a 
new thing! 
 
If you have your bibles, turn to Isaiah 43 with me!  I love the 
prophets.  Something about the way they communicate – it’s 
the justice language, the true view of sin and how it hurts and 
even offends our God.  They speak of God’s authority, his raw 
power as Creator, and yet they couple it with the tender heart 
of love, compassion.  I LOVE the prophets.  Another reason I 
tend to gravitate toward the prophet’s way of communicating 
is they don’t pull punches.  They are never indirect.  You never 
have to guess when it comes to the OT prophets.  It’s a stern 
reminder of what was, what is, and what is to come.   
Prophet simply means truth-teller or a proclaimer of God’s 
truths.  Yes, there was a future orientation to their 
communication, but they were simply the mouthpiece of God 
during that historical period.  The prophets were revered and 
respected, and due to their unique connection to God, were 
rarely tampered with by those they spoke to and/or against.   
 
With the delivery of their message, however, came a personal 
isolation…when truth hits hard, and the prophets definitely hit 
hard, people are not exactly attracted to it.  It is exposing, and 
intimidating, and created dissonance within a culture and a 
people.  I have such respect for the prophets – their 
unwavering commitment to truth and to connection to the 
Father.  It came at such a high price for them personally, but 
they did not waver…wow.   



Jeremiah 7 depicts their position with God – they are called 
“my servant” – an honorable title given to great leaders 
(Moses, David, prophets, Job, and the list goes on).  The 
prophets revered and mentioned among these foundational 
figures in the Christian faith.  Let’s read what the prophet, 
Isaiah, is prophesying to God’s people, and if it is relevant for 
us today…if you’ve got it, say “I got it.” 
 
Isaiah 43:1-19 (Long reading today, but it’s worth it – stay 
with me!) 
 
The Church, under the new covenant, are God’s chosen 
people.  When you read the OT prophets, there needs to be 
an understanding that though what we read had literal 
implications for the Israelites, the heart of God for His Church 
is the same.  We are now God’s chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation (1 Peter 2:9). 
 
A couple of observations in the PASSAGE:   
Isaiah 43:1-7:   

• Because “God formed them”, the plans God had for  
them give them NOTHING to fear.  When the Creator  
says to the creation, “I’ve got you”, the only role of the 
creation is to trust.   
 

• God’s references in verses 2-4 are a reference to the 
redemption story of his people – Him calling them out 
of slavery from the Egyptians and “trading their lives for 
yours” – he’s reminding them, not only did he design 
them, but he LOVES them and has a plan for them! 

 
“God is strategic, methodical, and intentional.” – John Gray 

Isaiah 43:14-17: 
• God is still telling the story of redemption here, but his 

tone is changing…he’s no longer asking them about 
their idols, the things they’ve given their hearts to other 
than God (entire sermon there), he’s reminding them 
of what he’s done, and how he’s done it!  Because, 
again, God is strategic, methodical, and intentional. 

 
The tipping point for today, however, is found in verses 18-19.  
The people of Israel must have loved to tell that story that God 
is rehearsing with them – they must have absolutely loved to 
remind their children about the water, the barrier, being 
pushed up on both sides like walls, and dry ground appearing 
underneath so they could run to their freedom!  
ILLUSTRATION:  Long Gone Summer reference 
(McGwire/Sosa) – I love 30 for 30 stories, they bring back so 
many life-giving moments from my earlier days! 
But verse 18, God says something crazy to his people: 
“But forget all that – it is nothing compared to what I am going 
to do.” 
 
Pastor Steven Furtick at Elevation Church says it this way, 
“Whatever is next is better! What has been will never compare 
with what is coming!  Sometimes the greatest barrier to seeing 
what God is going to do is that we expect it to look the way 
that it used to look. My job is not to predict the way that God is 
going to make.  I don’t have to know how if I know WHO.  
Often the greatest barrier to your blessing is what’s behind 
you, something God has already dealt with.  If the Devil is 
talking his lying.  God has already been to your future and he 
is calling you to hurry up and get there!  Remember the song 
‘Do It Again’?  I’ve seen you move, you moved the mountains, 



and I believe I’ll see you do it again.  You made a way where 
there was no way, and I believe, I’ll see you do it 
again…remember that song?  I believe I will see you do it 
again – but HOW you do it us up to you.”   
 
That’s the declaration!  God is STILL faithful, things have 
changed, things are different, you are different, but I AM…I 
am NOT different.  I never change. 
 
“When we face difficulties, we often make two categorical 
mistakes: we look for quick, obvious answers, and we blame 
God for not protecting us or providing in the way we 
expected.” – Sam Chand 
 
WHATEVER IS NEXT IS BETTER 
New things don’t come in old packaging!  Don’t put new wine 
in old wineskins!  “Forget all that!”…it is NOTHING compared 
to what I am going to do! 
 
“For I am about to do something new.  See, I have already 
begun!  Do you not see it?  I will make a pathway through the 
wilderness.  I will create a river in the dry wasteland.” - Isaiah 
43:19 
 
I WILL do, not planning, considering, but I have DECIDED to 
do a new thing.  God is declaring to his people – this is not the 
end of a thing, it’s the birth of a new thing.  It’s not the end of a 
season, it’s the beginning of the season – don’t you perceive 
it? 
 
 

I want to see God move in my midst – then embrace the new 
thing He wants to do in you!  For our city, we have seen some 
challenges, haven’t we?  I was talking to a friend of mine this 
past week from San Antonio.  Talked with him about “how I’m 
doing” through all of this…let me tell you, leading anything 
through this season has been ridiculous.  Business 
professionals?  Health-care workers?  Law-Enforcement 
officers?  First responders?  If you have had to lead in 2020, 
you have had to bleed.  Am I right?  The pain that we have 
navigated, the hard that we’ve had to participate in…I asked 
him, dang man, can we get a NORMAL around here, dang?! 
 
NEW BEGINS IN ME 
“But whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken 
away.  For the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom.  So, all of us who have had the veil 
removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord.  And the 
Lord – who is the Spirit – makes us more and more like Him as 
we are changed into His glorious image.” - 2 Corinthians 3:16-
18 NLT 
 
We are being made new, we are being renewed – from one 
degree of glory to another, from glory to glory. 
 
Again, 2 Corinthians 5:17, ““If anyone is in Christ, he is a NEW 
creation, the old is gone, the NEW has come.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Revival doesn’t begin in someone else – it begins in me. 
We preached we, not me, but with renewal and revival, it’s me, 
not we.  I cannot piggyback on your spiritual renewal/revival.  
Someone in here today is in a wilderness with God.  You are 
dry, parched, and feel as if you’re wandering…frustrated, lost, 
and walking down roads that you know lead to places you do 
not want to go, and the Spirit would never lead you!  Would 
you let me shepherd you for a moment – let me be your 
pastor…STOP.  
 
You feel drawn to something that is pulling you away from the 
reality that God has waiting for you, the new thing He is 
wanting to do in your life – you’re listening to the voice of the 
enemy in you – and if he’s talking, he’s lying.  That’s all he’s 
got!  Let God transform you by renewing your mind, by 
changing the way you think – it is THEN you’ll be able to test 
God’s will for your life – his good, pleasing, and perfect will. 
Pair this with the Pauline quote of the prophet Isaiah, “That is 
what the Scriptures mean when they say, ‘No eye has seen, no 
ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has 
prepared for those who love him.’ But it was to us that God 
revealed these things by his Spirit. For his Spirit searches out 
everything and shows us God’s deep secrets.” – 1 Corinthians 
2:9-10 

There is life in the liminal (transitional) spaces.  That’s the 
space between.  That’s where discipleship happens, that’s 
where growth happens, that’s where strength happens – 
there’s life in the liminal.  The faith that God is going to do 
something new is a call to live in the liminal space.  We 
understand celebrating the milestones of life, but how often 
do we celebrate the miles of roads we had to walk to get 

there?  Those celebrations are usually at the beginning and at 
the end of a thing (school is the best example I can think of), 
but the graduation points to the growth in the person…that’s 
where the NEW thing actually happened IN the individual! 
 
What does the phrase – “The renewal of your mind” really 
mean in Romans 12:2?  First of all, the Greek word is 
ἀνακαίνωσις (ah-nah-kay-no-seece) meaning “a making 
new, a renewal, renovation, complete change for the 
better” and it’s only mentioned 2 times in the entirety of 
Scripture – once in Romans 12, and the other in Titus 3:5.  The 
Greek concept there is always referring to an old way of life 
and a new way of life.  It’s not simply something being 
refurbished, it’s a literal change in a person – it’s what happens 
in repentance (changing your mind).  Repentance leads to 
renewal leads to knowing the will of God leads to fresh vision 
for your life – it’s that simple, and that hard! 
 
God is a God of new things.  Don’t forget his faithfulness 
because he’s not showing himself in the same way…God, I 
remember who you are, and I remember what you’ve done, 
but the HOW is up to you.   
 
Questions: 

1. Knowing that HOW God comes through is up to Him, 
are there any expectations of Him you need to adjust? 

 
2. What are you holding on to from your past that you 

need to release knowing that what’s next is better? 
 

3. What do you need to release in order for God to do 
something new in your life? 


