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ABOVE ALL GET WISDOM   
 

 King Solomon, in his prologue to Proverbs, states his purpose and 

theme.  Proverbs 1:2-5 tells us that these nuggets of wisdom help us to become 

disciplined, discerning, and discreet.  The wise counsel of Solomon, according 

to verses 5 and 6, assist the young in avoiding evil, choosing companions and 

navigating the gray areas of life.  For mature men and women, these pithy say-

ing deepen understanding and provide continued guidance for daily living.  His 

wisdom was as extensive as sand on the seashore.  He spoke three thousand 

proverbs (we only have a smattering of his writings) and he penned 1,005 

songs.  King David, Solomon’s father, is called the “sweet psalmist of Israel 

because of his musical prowess, but we don’t have any record that David 

penned 1,000 tunes! Solomon was a botanist, a geologist and a visionary 

builder, as described in 1 Kings 4:29-34: 

 

“God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a breadth of un-

derstanding as measureless as the sand on the seashore. Solomon's wis-

dom was greater than the wisdom of all the men of the East, and greater 

than all the wisdom of Egypt. He was wiser than any other man...and his 

fame spread to all the surrounding nations. He spoke three thousand 

proverbs and his songs numbered a thousand and five. He described 

plant life, from the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop that grows out of 

walls. He also taught about animals and birds, reptiles and fish. Men of 

all nations came to listen to Solomon's wisdom, sent by all the kings of 

the world, who had heard of his wisdom.”  
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SCRIPTURE STUDY 
 

Joshua 1:8-9 

1 Chronicles 28:9 

Psalm 1:1-3 

Isaiah 11:2 

Isaiah 43:1b 

Isaiah 54:13 

Jeremiah 29:11 

Ephesians 1:17-19a 

SCRIPTURE FOCUS 

 

“If you want to know what God 

wants you to do, ask him, and 

he will gladly tell you, for he is 

always ready to give a bountiful 

supply of wisdom to all who 

ask him; he will not resent 

it.” (James 1:5 LB) 

 

PRAYER FOCUS 
 

Dear Jesus, 

“Your words are a flashlight to 

light the path ahead of 

me...” (Ps. 119:105 LB) As I read 

this devotional, please shine 

your light on the words and 

scriptures that I need to focus 

on today. Amen  
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King Solomon, whom God honored with great wisdom, was known for his proverbs and “he wrote them to teach his 

people how to live.” (Proverbs 1:2 LB)  King Solomon was an astute observer of people and precise in his words and 

application to daily life. His desire to teach his people reaches us today—some of the work descriptions are different 

(like slave and master), but the truths still apply.  

 

Godly wisdom is practical as Solomon wrote about parenting and the wise worker; he wrote about the consequences of 

being foolish and how to be wise and stay wise. We will be looking at these areas over the next four days. 

 

 

LITERARY DEVICES  

 

In order to better understand the Book of Proverbs, we need to have insight into Hebrew poetry. Each proverb, with its 

pithy nugget of truth, takes many forms.  Hebrew poets-psalmist as well as Proverbs authors (Solomon, Lemuel, and 

Agur)-use parallelism, the repetition of parallel, or rhymed thoughts. Three of the most oft-used poetic devices can be 

found in the first three verses of Proverbs chapter 22. Some proverbs utilize synonymous parallelism, where the second 

statement emphasizes or further describes the first phrase: 

  

“A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, 

             Loving favor rather than silver or gold.” Proverbs 22:1(NIV) 

 

Antithetical parallelism contrasts phrases so that the first phrase states the principle in a positive light, and the 

second phrase the concept by stating the principle in a negative light:  

 

“A prudent man foresees evil and hides himself,  

But the simple pass on and are punished.” Proverbs 22:3 (NIV) 

 

Climactic parallelism is similar to musical lyric writing in that the second phrase completes the thought of the 

first phrase and brings it to a new, deeper level. The two phrases are co-dependent upon each other. 

 

“The rich and the poor have this in common, 

The Lord is the maker of them all.” Proverbs 22:2  

 

The succinct candor and creativity of these phrases paint memorable pictures that remain indelibly written in the memory 

of the listener. The proverbs of Solomon actually occur in chapters 10 through 22. Another kind of parallelism utilized in 

many proverbs is emblematic parallelism-a descriptive picture, metaphor, or figure of speech to describe a concept as in 

Proverbs 10:26: 

 

“As vinegar to the teeth and smoke to the eyes,  

So is a sluggard to those who send him.” 

 

Proverbs always teach a lesson-though the lesson may take many forms. They may be emphatic warnings and prohibi-

tions (16:3; 23:9). Some proverbs teach by observation and cause and effect (14:31). Some tell a story or give an exam-

ple, and some are mini-sermons.(8:1-36).  

 

The first nine chapters are thematic. Upon examination of the first seven verses of the book, we learn how to navigate the 

waters of life skillfully and wisely. Middle Eastern wisdom literature was common in the surrounding nations and cul-

tures, but none of those writings had a basis of faith and trust in God as the source of all wisdom and truth. The New 

Testament further teaches us that the wisdom (logos) of God, Jesus Christ, was not a concept, but the embodiment of the 

nature and character of God as clearly described in John 1:1-2:  

 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God 

in the beginning. Through Him all things were make; without Him nothing was made that has been 

made. In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.” (NIV) 
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• Take a quick look at Proverbs 10-15 and see if you can identify one of each kind of poetic device: 

Synthetic parallelism, antithetic parallelism, or emblematic parallelism, and underline them. What truth do you learn 

from each? 

 

 

• As you peruse those chapters, find one or two proverbs that really apply to your life. Summarize them here. 

 

 

THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM 

 

The dictionary says that wisdom is the “quality of being wise; power of judging rightly and following the soundest 

course of action, based on knowledge, experience, understanding, etc.” (Webster’s NewWorld Dictionary)  God, however, says 

that 

 

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and   

              discipline.” (Proverbs 1:7 NIV)  

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;” (Ps. 111:10 NIV)  

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One 

                 is understanding. (Proverbs 9:10 NIV)  

 

“Wisdom begins with knowing God. He gives insight into living because He created life. To know God is not just to 

know the facts about him, but to stand in awe of him, and have a relationship with him. Do you really want to be wise? 

Get to know God better and better.” (LB) 

 

The fear of the Lord—fear is defined as: “a feeling of anxiety and agitation caused by the presence or nearness of dan-

ger, evil, pain, etc.;” (Webster’s NewWorld Dictionary) This is not the fear that is meant in these verses, though many who do not 

know the Jesus of the New Testament do have anxiety when they think about God.  

 

“To Fear the Lord” is the key theme in the wisdom literature of the Bible (Job through the Song of Solomon). It means to 

have respect and reverence for God and to feel in awe of His majesty and power. This is the starting point to finding real 

wisdom (see Proverbs 1:7-9).” (LB) 

 

• Which “fear” of the Lord do you have, anxious or respectful? 
 

 

 

• Do you know people that are “wise” in the Bible’s definition? Write their names below and then write the words that 

describe what you respect about them. 

 

                    Names                                                      Respect 
 

 

 

 

 

• If you struggle in this area, ask one or two of them (in your same gender), to mentor you. For those on the mission 

field, do it by email if there is no one nearby.  

 

 Fearing God with holy awe also implies implicit confidence in His character and nature. God’s perfect love casts 

out the wrong kind of fear. Look at the three words for intimacy with God in the Old Testament. Yada is the Hebrew 

word for to know, as in the fact that God knows us (Jeremiah 1:5). Sod  is the Hebrew verb meaning to disclose-God al-

lows us to know Him. In Genesis 22, God says that He will not keep His plans from his friend, Abraham. Sakan in the 

verbs that implies deep, caring involvement. This has to do with motivation. The reason God wants to know us is to be 

deeply and caringly involved in our lives.   
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In Psalm 139:1-3, David writes: 

  

 

“God, investigate my life; get all the facts firsthand. I’m an open book to you; even from a distance, 

you know what I’m thinking. You know when I leave and when I get back; I’m never out of your 

sight. You know everything I’m going to say before the first sentence. I look behind me and you’re 

there; then up ahead and you’re there too. Your reassuring presence, coming and going.  This is too 

much; too wonderful-I can’t take it all in.” Psalm 139:1-3 The Message  

 

 

 

APPLYING THE TRUTH 

Scriptures on Wisdom 

 

 

Read Proverbs 3:13-18; 15:1; 19:11; 12:16; 17:10. 

 

 

 

In the area below, write out the scripture(s), thought(s), and question(s) from today’s devotional that you want to spend 

more time thinking about. What will you apply to your life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

l. 

 

 

 

 

  


