
GLUE: Differences Gen. 1-2 

Ask for volunteers to read the following notes from Pete’s sermon based on Matthew 19:1-6, Genesis 1:26-
28, and 2:18-24: 

Matthew 19:1-6 

Matt. 19:1 When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went into the region of Judea 
to the other side of the Jordan. 2 Large crowds followed him, and he healed them there. 

3 Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any 
and every reason?” (Differences bug us, upbringing, sex is a bummer, we want out… cool with 
you?  Jesus’ response points them back to the creation account, God’s intension for marriage…) 

4 “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ 5 and 
said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will 
become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man 
not separate.”  (Jesus ties his answer to God’s design… short answer, no, stay together… stick together) 

So question of the next four weeks:  How can we stick together when we are pulled apart? 

In his answer Jesus explains the glue that joined you on that day… 

Genesis 1:26-28 

Gen. 1:26,27 (creation account)  Then God said, “Let us make man(kind) in our image, in our likeness, 
and let them (plural) rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the 
earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”  27So God created man(kind) in his own 
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 

Note: Both men and women are made in the likeness of God – not animals, equal worth, value, 

Note: Both given the job of ruling over creation. (we are equally entrusted) 

Note: In creating mankind, he distinguished between male and female! (are equally different) 

Culture – the de-genderizing of people, men become more feminine and women become more masculine, 
both are neutered… uni-sex world – NO!!  Like removing color, spices, bass 

Genesis 2:18-24 

Gen. 2 gives another account of the creation event!  Zoom lens, replay… more detail… 

18 The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. (let’s colorize the movie, add some sea salt 
and crank the bass… ) I will make a helper suitable for him.” (Suitable helper – poor translation, leads to 
the misunderstanding that Adam is the important one and Eve is there to help… maid, sounds like an 
assistant (magicians helper). 

Helper = Hebrew – ezer –– is almost always used in the Bible to describe God himself (no note of 
inferiority), other times military reinforcements.  To “ezer” is to make up what is lacking with your 
strength.”  Woman was made to be a “strong reinforcement” for him… 



Suitable = compound phrase which means literally, “like opposite him.” 

Male and female are ‘like opposite’ to one another – “otherness” 

Woman is “like opposite strong reinforcement” for the man 

Gender differences are a divine gift to enhance our lives… Put two people together, who are “like 
opposite” each other… lock them in, and POW, beautiful! 

19 Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He 
brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living 
creature, that was its name. 20 So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the 
beasts of the field.  But for Adam no [“like opposite strong reinforcement” ] suitable helper was found. 
(he needed someone who was equal to him, yet distinct) 21 So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a 
deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and closed up the place with flesh. 22 

Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 
23 The man said, (YES!!!) “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 
‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.” 24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be 
united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. (For this reason… what reason?  In woman he found a 
“like opposite strong reinforcement” – so he left what he knew to start something new) 

Gender differences are a divine gift to enhance our lives – the Fall – brokenness… 

They will enrich our lives if we understand them, enrage us if we don’t! 

1. When you and your spouse first met, what qualities attracted you to him/her? 
2. What do you think it means for mankind to be created in God’s image? 
3. Discuss the idea that men and women are “equally different”? 
4. What should a couple do when the differences that once attracted them together begins to drive 

them apart? 
5. How are the differences between a man and a woman a great blessing? 
6. In your opinion what are some of the reasons why marriages can grow stale or even combative 

over time? 
7. How have you come to grips with Pete’s comment, “If you are looking for satisfaction through 

your spouse you will find it ultimately in Jesus and Jesus alone”? 
8. Homework for married couples:  Have conversations about this sermon and these questions this 

week.  Ask Jesus to change your perspective about the differences between you and your spouse. 

	  


