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Two Become One 
 

. . . and the two will become one flesh. (Mark 10:8) 
 

 

  
 

In neighborhood after neighborhood across America, the rows of rooftops conceal 
people whose lives in one way or another have experienced the impact of family 
disunity or divorce. Perhaps they grew up in a fractured home themselves. 
Perhaps they‘ve watched a grown brother or sister’s marriage fail, ending in awk- 
ward custody arrangements. We all live in close proximity to the divisive effects of 
marital problems, whether happening under others’ rooftops or under our own. 

 

But under many of those same rooftops today, husbands and wives who have 
lived for years at emotional distance are reaching back to find the love that first 
knit them together. Words of accusation and disapproval are being silenced by a 
true desire to serve and uplift each other. Some of the same hands that once 
were so quick to point out mistakes are now being clasped together in prayer as 
they rush into the presence of God. We can know that a Christ Awakening is 
being ushered in upon us when we see . . . 

 

A decrease in divorces and renewed commitment to 
marriage between a man and a woman in covenant 

relationship as God intends 
 

A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up 
anger. (Prov. 15:1) 

  
Excerpt from Beyond Belief to Conviction 
by Josh McDowell and Bob Hostetler* 

 
 

n centuries past, young men and women found strength to stand up for what 
they believed, even in the face of pressure and persecution. 

 

Joseph stood strong against an Egyptian temptress, because giving in “would be 
a great sin against God” (Gen. 39:9). Daniel refused to compromise his convic- 
tions in the face of an antagonistic Babylonian culture. Peter and John chose to 
obey God rather than men; those doing so invited persecution. Others throughout 
history have done the same, becoming modern-day parallels of those who “shut 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 

the mouths of lions, quenched the flames of fire . . .became strong in battle. . . 
were mocked . . .chained. . .killed” (Hebrews 11:33–34, 36–37). 

 

Marriage in the twenty-first century could well be our battleground, our “lion’s 
den,” as we are challenged to live out a conviction of marriage as a God-given 
covenant as the world watches to observe our faithfulness. 

 

Our task will be to present the Christian faith to our families, to our young people, 
and to the world in ways that demonstrate that believing is an intelligent exercise 
of knowing what is both objectively true and relationally meaningful. Having con- 
victions, then, can be defined as being so thoroughly convinced that Christ and 
His Word are both objectively true and relationally meaningful that you act on 
your beliefs regardless of the consequences—but how will holding to such convic- 
tions be possible in a “wicked and adulterous generation” (Matt. 16:4). How can 
our marriages remain secure in their covenant commitment? 

 

Remain Secure in Our Identity 
First, we must remain secure in our identity as His beloved. Because Jesus Christ 
entered our world to redeem us and make us God’s children, we are connected 
and bonded to God’s family. The means God used to reconnect with you is the 
means by which he defines your identity. Because of the Incarnation, you, your 
children, students, youth group members, or church members are now in God’s 
family. You can realize your true identity aa son or daughter of your Father God, 
who relationally. . . 

 

  Accepts you unconditionally 

  Loves you sacrificially 

  Understands you intimately 

  Relates to you continuously 

My life as a young Christian is a prime example. Although I had trusted Christ and 
become a true child of God as a university student, it still took time for me to com- 
prehend who I was. It wasn’t because I wasn’t convinced of Christ’s deity. It wasn’t 
because I didn’t believe I was a child of God. Rather, it was because I had very 
little, if any, experiential and emotional context in which to understand my new- 
found relationship with God and others. 

 

God wanted me to discover my new sense of identity in Him. I had felt disconnected 
emotionally as a young person, and I knew God wanted me to know experientially 
that I was a child of God, with gifts, talents, personality, and passions that I needed 
to embrace for my sense of wholeness and for His glory. And He personally was 
providing all the love, acceptance, and understanding I could ever ask for. While I 
was able to grasp that truth on an intellectual level, my previous life experience 
provided very little context or point of reference that could give that truth deep 
meaning in my life. 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Because my earthly father had never really accepted me, I struggled to emotion- 
ally understand what acceptance was. Because I had never seen unconditional 
acceptance modeled in real life, I wasn’t fully equipped to comprehend it. Yes, 
God spoke to me by His Spirit to tell me that He accepted me, loved me, under- 
stood me and would always be available to me. I completely believed that truth 
intellectually. But relationally and emotionally? That wasn’t so clear. 

 

Consequently, though I was a new believer and had been changed by the transform- 
ing power of God’s Holy Spirit, I still felt somewhat disconnected. And tragically, 
many of our fine young people today are in that same condition. I am happy to 
say that something took place to enable me to emotionally and relationally com- 
prehend what my mind had already believed. I knew the truth about Jesus Christ, 
who he is, and what he provides—a Father-child relationship. But it took some- 
thing else to help me grasp that truth on a relational level. That “something else” 
is what our kids need in order to know experientially what they have come to 
believe intellectually. 

 

As it so happens, that is exactly what God has planned. His intention all along 
has been for the relational meaning of the Incarnation to be translated into human 
relationships. Much as the infinite God entered a finite human body by means of 
the Incarnation, so today Jesus, the Incarnate One, inhabits an earthly body: the 
church, which is called the body of Christ. The church is literally the embodiment 
of Christ. As we have already mentioned, each new child of God has “been bap- 
tized into Christ’s body,” Paul says (1 Cor.12:13). “And since we are all one body 
in Christ, we belong to each other, and each of us needs all the others” 
(Rom.12:5). 

 

What that means in practical terms is that if one person—for any reason—feels 
disconnected and alone, God intends for other members of the body to provide 
that missing connection and remove that person’s aloneness. If someone is hurting, 
the rest of the body can bring comfort and healing. God’s wise intention and fervent 
desire is “for harmony among the members, so that all the members care for each 
other equally. If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it, and if one part is hon- 
ored, all the parts are glad” (1 Corinthians 12:25–26). 

 

Reclaim Marriage and Family 
Second, we must reclaim marriage and family as divine relationships. God is 
pleased to use the body of Christ—the church—as a tool to translate the relation- 
al meaning of the Incarnation into human relationships. But it is not His only tool. 

 

In fact, God’s family, the church is an extension of the first relationship God 
ordained—the human family—and the church can often contribute or supplement 
what is lacking in a young person’s family relationships. But God never intended 
for the church to take the place of the family. I believe God’s wise and loving 
design is for every newborn child to experience that relational connection—that 

 

 



 
 
 
 

intimate attachment that can make the difference between connection and discon- 
nection, between conviction and confusion, between self-doubt and knowing who 
we are—first and foremost from his or her mom and dad. The human family is the 
preferred route for leading youth into the kind of relational connections with God 
and others that will anchor them in the faith and hold them steady in “a dark world 
full of crooked and perverse people” (Philippians 2:15). 

 

Yield to God’s Word 
Finally, we must yield to God’s Word in His plan for our redemption. God is so 
passionate about His relationship with us and our kids that He has personally— 
and miraculously—provided the inspiration of His Word, supervised its transmis- 
sion, and repeatedly reinforced its reliability so that all those who have open eyes 
and open hearts may believe it with assurance and conviction. Nations may have 
rejected it, tyrants may have tried to stamp it out, heretics may have tried to distort 
it, but the evidence for the Bible’s reliability is sufficient to assure us and our kids 
that it has remained a true reflection of who God is—and that “it is stronger and 
more permanent than heaven and earth” (Luke 16:17). 

 

From Genesis through Revelation, one recurring master theme wends through its 
pages. From God’s loving laws and commands to the sacrifice of lambs and 
goats, one purpose stands out. From a sinless babe in a manger to a holy sacrifice 
on Calvary, a single plan is clear. From Christ’s humiliation before Pilate to the 
universal acknowledgment of the King of kings and Lord of lords, every verse of 
Scripture shouts God’s passion for His relationship with the human race, crying 
out with one voice His relational theme: redemption. God has gone to extraordi- 
nary lengths to reclaim the intimate relationship with men and women He first 
created and enjoyed in the Garden of Eden. And the Bible is the means He has 
chosen to reach out in human language, reveal the essence of His relational 
heart, and relate the Good News of His redemptive plan. Might God call us back 
to “marriage as God intended”? 
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Prayers to Offer 
 

  
 

Thanksgiving 
  Thank You, Lord, that we experience support through marriage as we “carry 

each other’s burdens, and in this way. . . fulfill the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2). 
 

  Jesus, we are grateful that we can share Your acceptance in marriage as we 
“accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted. . . in order to bring praise 
to God” (Rom.15:7). 

 

  Dear God, we are grateful that we can be comforted by our spouse: “Isaac 
brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah, and he married Rebekah. So 
she became his wife, and he loved her; and Isaac was comforted after his 
mother’s death” (Gen. 24:67). 

 

 
 

Confession 
  We often do not remain secure in our identity as His beloved.  Forgive us, 

Lord, for not loving and sacrificing for our spouse. 
 

  We lack the passion to reclaim marriage and family as divine relationships. 
Cleanse us, dear God, for not allowing You to transform us into a family unit. 

 

  We do not always yield to God’s Word in His plan for our redemption. 
Jesus, we regret that we don’t frequently experience Scripture in our marriage 
and family relationships. 

 

 
 

Petition 
  Lord, may we purpose in marriage to model Your love, motivated to please 

You: “So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the 
body or away from it” (2 Cor. 5:9). 

 

  Dear God, might we view our spouse as a gift from You: “He who finds a 
wife finds what is good and receives favor from the LORD” (Prov. 18:22). 

 

  Jesus, help us to honor You through our marriage relationship: “Marriage 
should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge 
the adulterer and all the sexually immoral” (Heb. 13:4). 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Promises to 
Claim 

 

  
 
 
 

Remain Secure in Our Identity 
Lord, may we bring pleasure to You by loving the mate that You gave us 
for a life- time, living “in harmony with one another” (Rom. 12:16). 

 

Reclaim Marriage and Family 
Jesus might we encounter true intimacy and authenticity in our 
marriages and families as we come together in Your name: “For where 
two or three come together in my name, there am I with them” (Matt. 
18:20). 

 

Yield to God’s Word 
Dear God, might You involve our spouse in the process of building the 
values, attitudes, morals, and character of Your Son within us: “For 
those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 
likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers” (Rom. 8:29). 

 
 


