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More and More Believed in the Lord 

 
More and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to 

their number. (Acts 5:14) 

The Lord has not forgotten how to answer our prayers for the ingathering of 

people into His kingdom. The hound of heaven has not lost the scent that 

leads Him to lost sinners. That’s why, although far too many baptistries to-

day are standing empty, being kept at room temperature, the fiery combina-

tion of repentance and imputed righteousness is still causing people to burn a 

path to the altar. The poll watchers who note the decline of church growth 

may be giving us helpful information, but the Lord continues to transact 

healing transformation. Our God can do it. He is doing it!  Perhaps all that’s 

needed in places where the unsaved are still driving by in droves is a re-

newed passion among God’s people for those behind the wheel.  The pla-

teaued charts and graphs are not lost on us, but neither is our burden that 

Christ will awaken His slumbering church, revealing His redemptive hand at 

work through . . . 

Increased Conversions and Baptisms 

 
. . . they took note that these men had been with Jesus. (Acts 4:13) With great 

power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 

and much grace was upon them all. (Acts 4:33) 

From the moment we are spiritually reborn until the time we die, our Chris-

tian lives will be filled with triumphs and tragedies. In the midst of life’s tri-

als, God allows us to recall memories that will encourage us in the hour of 

need. The key to victorious Christian living is knowing what to remember 

when you need to remember. 

    CHRIST  AWAKENING   

More and More  

Believed in the Lord 

SCRIPTURE STUDY 

 
 

Matthew 28:20 

Luke 3:21; 15:2 

John 1:7; 12:32 

Acts 2:32; 4:33; 5:14; 16:6-9; 16-

18; 18:8; 28:30-31 

1 Corinthians 3:6 

Ephesians 1:2; 5-6 

Philippians 1:1  

 

 

 
 

PRAYER FOCUS 
 

Dear Jesus,  

We long to be a church and a 

people of power. Help us to 

reflect Your Glory to a lost world.  

 

In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

  

REV. JOHNNY HUNT 
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Paul wrote his heartfelt thanks to the Philippians for their gracious support of his ministry efforts. Although 

Paul was being held under house arrest for two years, he continued to minister through letters and personal 

meetings (Acts 28:30-31).  Paul’s letter was full of thankfulness, joy, and encouragement. On nineteen sepa-

rate occasions, in four chapters, Paul mentioned joy, rejoicing, or gladness. The church at Philippi experienced 

numerous challenges, but Paul reminded the church that circumstances do not have to control them. The 

Philippian church was the first founded by Paul in Europe. Paul’s desire was to go to Asia and preach, but the 

Holy Spirit of God would not permit him (Acts 16:6). In this context, Paul was given the vision of the Mace-

donian man who was pleading, “Come over to Macedonia and help us” (Acts 16:9). Paul and his companions 

boarded the ship that would take them to the continent of Europe. 

The apostle Paul was overwhelmed with joy as he remembered the glorious acts that God performed while he 

was in Europe. Every memory brought a response of thanks from his heart to God’s Son. Seeing people accept 

Jesus as personal Lord and Savior more than compensated for everything Paul had endured while bringing the 

gospel to them. 

God-Given Relationships 

 

Our first point of recall should be God-given relationships. In Philippians 1:1, Paul speaks of their positions as 

bondservants of Jesus Christ. This is a reference to their equality in the Son of God. It should encourage every 

one of us to know that there is no seniority in the kingdom of God. Christian giants with sixty years of service 

have no more access to the throne of God than does the newborn babe in Christ. Praise be unto God, we are all 

co-equal bondslaves of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Paul spoke not only about their position, but he also made reference to their location.  Paul was writing to “all 

the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi.” Our position is spiritual in Christ, but our location is physical in 

the world. Paul was talking to the church in Philippi, but he was imprisoned in Rome. Paul was challenging the 

saints of God to do a “spiritual gut check.” Are you blooming in the field where God has planted you? A main 

reason that pastors become discouraged is that they are more interested in their location of service than their 

position in Christ. We would witness a second Pentecost if Christians would be consumed with the mission of 

God instead of the location of God. If you are unwilling to serve God where you are, you will be incapable of 

serving God elsewhere. The only reason we can serve where we are is because of whose we are. Keep your 

eyes fixed upon Jesus, and every location will be seen with unlimited possibilities. 

God’s Rewards 

 

God’s rewards are grace and peace. The word grace (charis) was a common greeting used in the Greek world. 

Paul was expressing God’s grace to the Philippians in the midst of being chained to a Roman guard. Unfortu-

nately, most Christians in the same situation would be explaining personal gripes instead of administering 

God’s grace. Paul’s life was a living testimony to God’s love and unmerited favor. Grace is God’s enabling 

power to perform the tasks He has called us to do. 

Gracious Recollections from God 

 

Paul thought about his time in Philippi. He was thankful for a lady, Lydia, who blessed him. God had closed 

the door for Paul to go to Asia because there was an Asian woman in Europe who needed to hear the good 

news of Jesus Christ.  The Holy Spirit would not allow Paul to go to Asia, but He brought Asia to Paul. In Acts 

16:13, we discover that Lydia was involved in a prayer meeting by the riverside when she first met Paul and 

his companions. Eternity with God will reveal whether Paul’s detour to Europe was the direct result of prayer 

meetings at the edge of the river. As a result of Paul’s obedience to the Holy Spirit, Lydia became the first con-

vert in Europe. 

After the conversion of Lydia, we read about a slave girl who bothered him. The young girl was delivered 

from demon possession in Acts 16:16-18. Paul began his day by leading a wealthy woman from Asia to Christ. 

Around midday, he led a poor slave girl from Greece to Jesus. As a result of this miracle of deliverance, Paul 
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and Silas were beaten and incarcerated. Can you imagine Paul’s confusion?  If Paul had not been thrown in 

jail, he wouldn’t have witnessed God’s mighty works at midnight. Paul could even thank God for the jailer 

who beat him. The remainder of Acts 16 tells the story of a man who found freedom in prison.  God intervened 

in such a miraculous way that Paul and Silas were able to lead the jailer to faith in Jesus. Back up and pay at-

tention to some details in the progression of events. Lydia was a rich woman from Asia Minor. The second 

convert was the poor, demonized girl from Greece. The third person to accept Christ was the Philippian jailer, 

a middle-class man from Rome. In one day, God touched two continents, three countries, and by doing so, He 

saved the rich, the poor, and the middle class. 

Glorious Revelation 

 

It is marvelous to see lives revolutionized by the power of God. Praise God, we do not have to worry about the 

final outcome of a believer. God promised to complete His task from repentance to regeneration. Paul said that 

we can be “confident of this very thing.” We need to remember that God is the same yesterday, today, and for-

ever. The principles of His Word are timeless, and the power of His Word is tested. Remember, we only have 

one life to win our victories, but we have all eternity to enjoy them. Let’s reflect often on the ministry to the 

“target group” that God sets before us! 

Jesus’ target was every person who ever breathed the breath of life. As a result of Paul’s obedience, God gave 

him a ministry that reached many different nationalities and all levels of society. The key to ministry in this 

millennium is the same as it was in the first century: be obedient to the leading of the Holy Spirit and preach 

Jesus Christ and Him crucified! “And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself” (John 

12:32). 

Prayers to Offer 

 
Thanksgiving 

 

We are grateful to You, Lord Jesus, for yielding Yourself to baptism and thus leading us in humility and faith: 

“When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized also” (Luke 3:21). 

Thank You, Jesus, for being a model for us as One who “welcomes sinners” (Luke 15:2). 

We celebrate that You give us opportunity to plant seeds of the gospel, and water them, but it is You “who 

gives the increase” (1 Cor. 3:6). 

Confession 

 

We do not always value God-given relationships. Forgive us, Lord, for not cherishing our co-servants who are 

working in Your fields.  We often resist God’s rewards of grace and peace. Redirect our hearts to embrace the 

God of peace. 

We are sometimes too busy to experience gracious recollections from God.  Lord, forgive us for not taking 

time to reflect on past blessings and present ministry opportunities. 

Forgive us for not trusting the glorious revelation that You will complete the work of repentance and regenera-

tion. 

Petition 

 

Dear God, might we witness entire households believing and being baptized: 

“Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his entire household believed in the Lord, and many of the Corinthians who 

heard him believed and were baptized” (Acts 18:8). 
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Like John the Baptist, may we be “as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that . . . all men might be-

lieve” (John 1:7). 

May we be witnesses to the fact that “God has raised Jesus to life” (Acts 2:32). 

God-Given Relationships 

 

Lord, may we enlist co-servants on our mission to increase conversions and baptisms and thus experience 

“partnership in the gospel” (Eph. 1:5). 

God’s Rewards 

 

Dear God, as we partner with others to increase conversions and baptisms, might we enjoy Your “grace and 

peace” (Eph. 1:2). 

Gracious Recollections from God 

 

Jesus, as we are fulfilling the Great Commission, may we remember that You are with us “always, even to the 

end of the age” (Matt. 28:20). 

Glorious Revelation 

 

Dear God, as You have allowed us to start a “good work” of the gospel in others, might we be confident that 

You “will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Eph. 1:6). 

Dr. Johnny M. Hunt is the senior pastor of First Baptist Church of Woodstock, Georgia. In 1996, Dr.  Hunt 

was elected the president of the Pastors’ Conference of the Southern Baptist Convention and in 2008 was 

elected the president of the Southern Baptist Convention. For more information, visit www.johnnyhunt.org. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


