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●BACKGROUND SLIDE: 
 
●SLIDE: Americans are big pig fans. In “Charlotte’s Web” Charlotte gave her life to spell “Some 

pig” over Wilbur the piglet in order to keep him out of the slaughter house.  
The kid movie “Babe” charmingly recounts the friendship of a farmer who turns his piglet into a 

sheep-herder sensation with the famous words, “That’ll do, Pig, that’ll do.” 
 
●SLIDE: Americans love to eat pigs. Mom used to start cooking our every meal with a big coffee 

can full of bacon grease. 
Southern cook Paula Dean claims her most delicious brunch recipe a hamburger using two 

Krispy Kreme donuts as a bun, fried bacon and egg on top. Total calories 5,500. 
How about a big bite of Hog’s Breath Deviled ham? 
Or Ricky Bobby’s Spicy Pork Rinds? 
 
Jesus once encountered a heard of 5000 pigs. What happened makes a rather intriguing tale. 
 
We pick up the story in Mark 5:11. 
 
●SLIDE: Mark 5:11-13: A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. 12 The demons 

begged Jesus, "Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them." 13 He gave them 
permission, and the evil spirits came out and went into the pigs. The herd, about two 
thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.  

 
Now let’s go to the beginning of the story. Pigs were not all He encountered. 
 
●SLIDE: Mark 5:1-3: They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes. When Jesus got 

out of the boat, a man with an evil spirit came from the tombs to meet him. This man lived 
in the tombs, and no one could bind him any more, not even with a chain. 

●SLIDE: Mark 5:4-5: For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart 
and broke the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him. Night and day 
among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones.  

 
Now, I know some of you walked into church this weekend feeling like you are messed up. 

Messed up is a relative term, isn’t it? You want to talk about messed up. 
Man lives in a cemetery, walks around naked, howls at night and cuts himself. 
I imagine this guy sitting down with a psychiatrist, where would you even start? 
Anti-social personality disorder, Schizophrenia; Panic disorder, agoraphobia, intermittent 

explosive disorder, paranoia! 
Some serious issues going on here. No-brainer. If you’re living in a cemetery, that’s a dead 

giveaway. 
On paper, this guy is a lost cause. 
 
The glorious thing about the Lord Jesus is that He doesn’t seem to recognize lost causes. 
He has compassion on the most unlikely people. 
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•SLIDE: IS DEMONIZATION FOR REAL? 
 
Some people say he was insane, some sort of epilepsy, psychiatric disorder—no doubt those exist. 
 
Look carefully and you'll see that whatever problem the man had he had a remarkable spiritual 

insight that could have come only from some extra-spiritual source. 
 
READ MARK 5:7: He shouted at the top of his voice, "What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the 

Most High God? Swear to God that you won't torture me!" 
 
He saw Jesus afar off - recognized Jesus Christ whom he had never seen before - also recognized 

that Jesus Christ was the Son of God. 
Only demons knew that—they were terrified by Him. 
 
The man from the Tucson Electric Power working at my house said, "You're Roger Barrier, aren't 

you?  I listen to your radio program every day. My wife and I are both Christians.  She's having 
some problems; in fact, there are times when I wonder what's going on inside of her.  Do you 
believe in demons?" 

"Yes," I replied.  "Why don't we sit down in the kitchen and talk?" 
"Several months ago,” he began, “we went to a spiritualist church where we were encouraged to 

pray to receive spirit guides to help direct our lives.  I didn't pray for any; but my wife did.  She 
hasn't been the same since.  Sometimes, it's as if there’s a different person inside.  Her voice 
changes; her face contorts; she has an aversion to the things of God.  Our marriage is falling 
apart.  She won't go back to our Christian church.  It all came to a head last night!  While we 
were arguing, she walked into the hallway, turned slowly, and said with a sneer, 'Don't you 
know who we are?'  Her voice rose to a scream as she repeated, 'Don't you know who we are?  
Don't you know who we are?'” 

He was shaking now.  “I think,” he said, “she is demon possessed like they talk about in the Bible.  
Can you help us?” 

“Yes.  I can.”   
 
•SLIDE: WHAT MIGHT A DEMONIC ATTACK LOOK LIKE? 
 
Not drooling woman. Most spiritual attacks are not nearly so dramatic.   
 
However, over extended periods, less intensive attacks can be just as devastating. 
 
Depression, despair, envy, anger, bitterness, jealousy, lust, deceit, some physical infirmities, 

believing lies or pride may have a spiritual warfare component. It is sad to watch folks struggle 
with their families, personal lives, or job situations and never consider that Satan is out to kill, 
steal and destroy their joy, energy, abundance, jobs, families, and intimacy with God. 

 
Bitterness with Richard Huff 
 
Despair over issues at work (Casas). Saturday night journals. 
 
•SLIDE: JOHN 10:10: The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may 
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have life, and have it to the full.  
 
•SLIDE: MARK 5:6-8: When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of 

him. 7 He shouted at the top of his voice, "What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most 
High God? Swear to God that you won't torture me!" 8 For Jesus had said to him, "Come out of 
this man, you evil spirit!"   

 
•SLIDE: CAN CHRISTIANS BE DEMON POSSESSED? 
 
What an explosive issue this is! Some talk about possession; some talk about oppression; 

others said that Christians cannot be touched by Satan at all. 
 
The exact term, “demon possession,” is never found in the Bible. The word used is 

δαιµονιζοµενοι (diamonizomenoi)—literally translated is “demonized.” 
In Scripture, the term “demonized” seems to denote different degrees of severity. 
 
Christians can never be possessed  
Their inner human spirits are eternally protected. 
But, they certainly can be demonized (use the word attacked). 
 
•SLIDE: TEMPLE DIAGRAM 
 
(By the way, people who are not Christians, and who thus do not have their spirits regenerated 

by the Holy Spirit, can be totally demonized or fully under the control of Satan. This full 
domination can never happen to Christians.) 

 
However, there is no doubt that the Word of God teaches that Christians may be demonized to 

some degree or other. 
 
One of the most vicious Satanic attacks I ever withstood began one Sunday during the closing moments of 

the evening service.  An impression of impending death overwhelmed me. I felt that I had just preached 
my last sermon. I would die before next Sunday. I sat in dread in the blue rocking chair in our living 
room, late into the next two nights, waiting to die.  Strange tinglings moved down my arms. Tuesday 
morning I called a cardiologist friend at University Hospital and within hours I was on a treadmill 
undergoing all sorts of heart tests.  When all checked out well, he called the chief of neurology, and thirty 
minutes later I was in his office undergoing a through neurological exam. 

“Your symptoms don’t fit any of the usual neurological problems or diseases,” he said.  “Perhaps you have 
some exotic problem I have never encountered. Other than that, I don’t know what to tell you.  I advise 
you to go on home, resume your normal activity, and see if any other symptoms develop.”  
Unfortunately, the devastating oppression did not abate. 

Late Thursday afternoon I was exercising on my NordicTrack when a counselor from one of our deliverance 
teams called.  “I really hate to bother you,” he began, “but we had something happen that may interest 
you.  A woman struggling to get out of witchcraft just revealed in a deliverance session that she and 
some of her friends had placed a curse on you.  They actually prayed for a spirit of death to destroy you.  
I know this is probably nothing, so I almost did not call.  But perhaps you’ll find the information useful.” 

He almost did not call! Thanks God. I knew how to fix this!  I got back on the exercise machine and shouted 
out praise and thanksgiving to God.  Then I rebuked the spirits attacking me and immediately the 
oppression lifted.  The symptoms dissipated.  I was experiencing a cruel Satanic attack; I was not going 
to die. 
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•SLIDE: When a problem does not yield to medical attention, standard psychological counseling, 
Biblical insight, or the usual prayer requests, it is not unwise to consider the possibility of a 
spiritual attack. 

 
•SLIDE: The spiritual battle is always for the control of our minds. 
 
Acts 5:3-9: Satan inspired Ananias and Sapphira to lie to the Holy Spirit. 
 
The battle is for the mind.  Satan’s goal is to spiritually neutralize Christians. 
 
God wants us free to choose. He will never take control of us. Satan can’t wait. 
 
•SLIDE: 2 TIMOTHY 2:26: “… and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap 

of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.” 
 
If Satan can neutralize Christians by stifling their testimony, taking away their prayer lives, 

quenching their desire to hear God speak, filling them with fear, crowding out their time for 
Bible study, enticing them to sin, filling them with lies, increasing their doubts, stealing their 
joy, and making them self-centered, 

then he has effectively taken them out of the battle of advancing the kingdom of Christ on earth. 
 
•SLIDE: MARK 5:9-10: Then Jesus asked him, "What is your name?" "My name is Legion," he 

replied, "for we are many." And he begged Jesus again and again not to send them out of 
the area.  

 
Legion is a military term referring to a Roman fighting unit of 5000 to 6000 legionnaires. 
In other words, this isn’t one demon. It’s like there were 5000 voices in his head all the time. 
It’s like he was going in 5000 directions all the time. No wonder this guy is so conflicted, so 

tormented. 
 
We have all had a taste of this—mind going in all directions. 
 
•SLIDE: HOW CAN I KEEP MY MIND FREEFROM BEING DEMONIZED? 
 
Before he died, Dr. Walter Martin and I were discussing the issue of Satanic attacks against 

Christians.  He said to me: 
•SLIDE: "It is not paranoid for Christians to think that Satan is out to get them!  I teach people that 

the areas of their lives which are not under the control of the Holy Spirit are open to control by 
demonic spirits." 

 
•SLIDE: 1. Be Alert 
1 Peter 5:7: “Satan your adversary goes about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.” 
 
2. Submit every area of life to the Holy Spirit (James 4:7). 
 
3. Be careful not to be deceived 
 
•SLIDE: 2 Corinthians 11:3-5: But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent's 
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cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to 
Christ. 4 For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we 
preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you received, or a different gospel 
from the one you accepted, you put up with it easily enough.  

 
If perfect Eve was deceived, how vulnerable must we imperfect people be to misdiagnosing his 

intentions? 
 
Job was deceived (Job 1:21, 2:10). 
 
If these two people of God could be deceived, what must our chance be? 
We have inner relationship with Holy Spirit. 
 
Of course, the very word, “occult,” means, “hidden.” 
 
•SLIDE: 4. Keep the door to the occult world firmly closed. 
 
The masquerading tools of the occult world surround us.  I never cease to be amazed at 

unsuspecting Christians who use a demonic tool to open the door to the occult. Our 
deliverance ministry has a checklist of past activities for people to examine: 

 
•SLIDE: 1. Contact with occult activity. 
READ DEUTERONOMY 18:9-13 for God's glossary of the occult. 
 
•SLIDE: 2. Personal invitation for demonic guidance and help (2 Corinthians 11:4) 
 
•SLIDE: 3. Drug and alcohol involvement (Ephesians 4:20) (“Pharmaceutical) 
 
•SLIDE: 4. Perpetual sin (Ephesians 4:27) 
 
•SLIDE: 5. Transference (Exodus 20:5-6) 
 
•SLIDE: 6. An undisciplined or “out of control” mind (2 Corinthians 10:3-5) 
 
•SLIDE: 7. Trauma; Sexual sin abuse, abandonment, or profound neglect 
 
•SLIDE: Believing Satan’s lies (Revelation 12: “Accuser of the Brethren” 
 
The above list is not exhaustive, but it is a good place to begin. 
 
•SLIDE: Mark 5:11-13: A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. The demons begged 
Jesus, "Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them." He gave them permission, and the evil 
spirits came out and went into the pigs. The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the 
steep bank into the lake and were drowned.  
 
I’m not sure there’s any spiritual significance to what I’m about to say. But this is awesome. I 

have no idea how high the cliff was or how fat the pigs were, but two thousand pigs cliff 
jumping into a lake is a sight to behold. I mean this is two thousand years before Pixar or 
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Dreamworks. They’d never seen animated cartoons. This has to be one of the most 
entertaining things these people have ever seen. 2,000 pigs, right off the cliff! The problem 
is that it was their pigs. So it was like, “Cool. Splat. Dang.” A little comedy in this story. 

But seriously, the really issue is: 
 
•SLIDE: If pigs can be demon possessed—CAN CATS BE DEMON POSSESSED? 
 
Snakes, locusts and pigs—and cats all mentioned in the Bible. 
Well, maybe not cats, but they should be. 
 
•SLIDE : IF I SENSE I AM UNDER A DEMONIC ATTACK, WHAT SHOULD I DO? 
 
Be sure you are a Christian. 
STORY three women at Casas. Heard gospel. 
In kitchen, one daughter told mom that she had become a Christian. 
Mom’s face squelched up; began to yell in a strange voice; lose control as she condemned her 

daughter for becoming a Christian. 
Other daughter so terrified she gave life to Christ on the spot! 
 
My experience is that people who struggle with demonic problems seldom need direct intervention.  

A Bible and some discipleship instruction provide all the help they need. 
 
•SLIDE : James 4:7: "Submit to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” 
 
Example of bitterness. 
 
1. “Submit” to God involves three things: 

(1) Confess that you have lost control of an area of your life. 
(2) Consciously yield that area to God. 
(3) Consider yourself dead to the sin in that area according to Romans 6. (Forgive) 

 
If these three activities provide freedom, then thank God that the problem was only a sin of the 

flesh. However, if the struggle persists, consider that you may be experiencing a spiritual 
attack. The second half of James 4:7 then comes into play. 

 
2. "Resist the devil" deals with the attacking spiritual forces. Finding freedom involves: 

(1) Forsake and confess the sin to God so the forces of evil no longer have a foothold (Ephesians 4). 
(2) Renounce the attacking forces (“In the name of Jesus Christ, depart and leave me alone. I rebuke you and your attacks against me. I want nothing 

to do with you.”). 
(3) Ask for the filling of the Holy Spirit in that particular area. 
(4) Implore the Holy Spirit to build a hedge of protection from future attacks. If God can build a hedge around Job (Job 1:10), then He can build one 

around you. Also, I often ask Him not to lower my hedge like he lowered Job’s. 
 

•SLIDE: HOW CAN I PROTECT MYSELF FROM FUTURE DEMONIC-SPIRITUAL-WARFARE ATTACKS? 
 
•SLIDE: Don’t fight your spiritual battles alone. 
Ecclesiastes 4:12: Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three 

strands is not quickly broken. 
 
•SLIDE: It is easier to avoid a spiritual attack than to struggle through one later. Just as we never 

leave the house in the morning physically naked and without our clothes, we must never leave 
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without putting on our spiritual armor (Ephesians 6:10-17). 
 
•SLIDE: The Belt of Truth: I will be careful to avoid allowing any lies into my life. I want to speak 

only truth today. 
 
•SLIDE: The Breastplate of Righteousness: I want to do and be right in all I think and do today. 
 
•SLIDE: The Shoes of the Gospel of Peace: Thank you God that I am no longer at war with You 

because of the saving grace of Jesus Christ. 
 
•SLIDE: The Shield of Faith: When I face difficulties today I will base my faith on verses from the 

Bible. 
 
•SLIDE: The Helmet of Salvation: Thank you that you will save me from being “knocked out of the 

battle” by a gigantic blow of fear, depression, disillusionment or cynicism. 
 
•SLIDE: The Sword of the Spirit: I will carefully align my life with the teachings of the Word of God. 
 
•SLIDE : THE EPILOGUE (Mark 5:14-26) 
 
•SLIDE #:“…and some folks asked Him to leave.” 
When we ask Christ to leave, He often will—and there is no guarantee that He will ever return. 

There is no record that Christ ever returned to the region of the Gerasenes. 
 
Upset because lost their pigs. Some folks care more for their pigs than for a life restored: 
“Rabbi, be gone! And take this fool of thine! You love his soul. We prefer swine.” 
 
They wanted Him to get in that boat and cast off the rope and give Him a push and say, "Keep 

away. We don't want you. You’ve cost us our livelihood—our financial security—our safety. 
 
Always be people who refuse to get involved. 
 
I think it’s easy to read a story like this and miss the human element.  
This man was once a little boy with parents that had dreams for who their son would become. 

When their friends asked about him, what he was doing, where he was, were they honest 
or did they hide their scarred dreams? 

Were they embarrassed by the fact that their kid was crazy? 
Or what about his wife that he exchanged vows with? She went to bed by herself every night. 

She lost a friend. She lost a lover. 
What about his kids? Did kids made fun of his kids because of who their dad was? 
I have no idea how many weeks or months or years he was living in this cemetery. But I can’t 

help but think about the birthdays that went by without dad. 
He didn’t see his kids grow up. 
I can’t help but think of the pain his wife experienced every anniversary. And I’m sure she was 

plagued by the same questions we have: why him? Why me? 
Then Jesus restores it all. Jesus restores his mind. He restores his spirit. And restores his 

family. 
I don’t think there’s any way any of us can comprehend what that reunion was like. But God 
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wants to restore everything that the enemy has stolen from us. The enemy comes to steal, 
kill, cheap, rob us, but He came to give us life more abundant. 

 
•SLIDE : You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in 

you is greater than the one who is in the world (1 John 4:4). 


