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MISUNDERSTANDING GOD 

BY JAN SHRADER 

 Have you ever miscommunicated with someone?  Misunderstood what someone 

said or meant?  Maybe in the area of miscommunication it was your fault and you have 

said the exact opposite of what you really wanted to say. 

 One time my husband Gary went to Mexico to partner with Mexican brothers on a 

construction trip.  The Mexican men had been trying to teach my husband some 

elementary Spanish while they were building a church.  Gary was trying to use the words 

in a sentence when it was time to break for lunch.  Unsure of himself and wanting to 

communicate to the ladies who had made their lunch he said, “Tengo Hombre,” which 

means “I have a man,” instead of saying what he wanted to say which was, “Tengo 
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Hambre,” which means “I have hunger.”  

 Misunderstandings can arise when you cannot follow someone’s line of 

reasoning.  In Isaiah 55:8-9 the prophet records these words from God, “For my thoughts 

are not your thoughts neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord, “As the 

heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts 

than your thoughts.” 

 Have you figured out that God’s thoughts do not always run parallel to our 

thoughts?  Have you discovered that God’s line of reasoning is indiscernible apart from 

God revealing it to us?  When we see this it can be very self-revealing, because we see 

the contrast with how God thinks and our own thinking. 

 Have you ever had a passage of scripture reveal your true motives?  Have you 

ever read a passage of scripture that has laid your heart bare before you?  There is a 

chapter in the gospel of Luke which has changed my life.  This passage has been water to 

my thirsty soul.     

 It was in Luke chapter 6 I first uncovered how different God’s thoughts can be 

from my own patterns of thinking.  The whole chapter is very revealing, but I was 

specifically exposed by verses 12-16.  Luke is the third gospel or book in the New 

Testament after Matthew and Mark and before the Gospel of John.  The four gospels are 

four biographies written by eyewitnesses or historians who interviewed eyewitnesses.  

Each one is a little different and emphasizes different aspects of Christ’s ministry on 

earth.  The writer Luke was not an eyewitness.  He was a first century physician and 

historian.  He describes in great detail events which Mary the mother of Jesus and the 

apostle Peter witnessed.  Some theologians have labeled this gospel the feminist gospel 

because Luke, more than any other New Testament biographer, records the memories of 

several first century female followers of Christ.  The four biographers approach Jesus’ 
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life differently but they do not contradict each other; rather, they are similar to witnesses 

in a court of law discussing a car wreck.  Only as you listen and hear from each witness 

do you get the full story.  With that background let’s look at Luke 6:12-14, “In these days 

he went out to the mountain to pray and all night he continued in prayer to God.  And 

when day came, he called his disciples and chose from them twelve, whom he named 

apostles: Simon, whom he named Peter, and Andrew his brother and James and John, and 

Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas and James the son of Alphaeus and 

Simon who was called the Zealot and Judas the son of James and Judas Iscariot who 

became a traitor.”   

 I was so convicted when I read this passage for the first time.  The thing that stood 

out to me is how different Jesus’ thinking here is compared to my thinking.  Like Jesus I 

have spent nights in prayer, but my motivation was different than Jesus’ motivation.  

Jesus in Luke 6 is going up on a mountain to spend the night in prayer.  Why did he want 

to spend the night in prayer?  So, he would pick the right men as his disciples.  He 

wanted to be sure he only chooses the men God the Father had set apart for this job.  But, 

he spent the night in prayer and he still picked a Judas!  Why?  Jesus spent the night in 

prayer because he wanted to do the will of the Father.  Jesus spent the night in prayer to 

embrace the Father’s will even if God’s will included Judas, a betrayer. 

 I have spent many sleepless nights in prayer to know God’s will like Jesus did in 

this passage, but my real motivation was to escape the Judases that could enter my life.  

For most of my Christian life I have been desperate to know God’s will.  Now it is 

important that you realize my motives were not always pure.  And it occurred to me that 

maybe I am not the only person who has been desperate to know God’s will with impure 

motives.  I know this sounds like an oxymoron.  

 When I was a young Christian the people who led me to Christ had the 
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appearance of Godliness but none of its power.  What I mean by that is they had their 

behavior under visible control but their lives had no spiritual power.  They had no power 

to forgive, they were definitely embittered, they were physically sick, and their 

interpersonal relationships were in shambles.  As a new Christian I didn’t know much, 

but I knew this was not the way it was supposed to be in the Christian life.  I also knew I 

wanted to avoid their mistakes.  The problem I had was I did not know their secret sins or 

that those sins were giving ground to the enemy in their lives.  On the outside it appeared 

to my immature eyes they did not have any sin.  So, I began to make some false 

assumptions.  I thought my spiritual mentors didn’t have any protection in their lives and 

I was getting hurt because they didn’t pray enough.  So, I attended all night prayer 

meetings to fix that.  I thought my spiritual advisors should have fasted over their 

problems so I began fasting all with a goal of self-protection.  Self-protection was the real 

motivator behind my spiritual drive even though many Christians mistakenly admired my 

zeal.  I was desperate to escape the pitfalls my spiritual leaders had fallen into and I 

believed blessings would only follow if I got all my spiritual ducks lined up in a row.  

Later, when I became a mother I used to fast and pray for my own children’s protection, 

because from my childish point of view there seemed to be no protection in my 

childhood.  But my motivation was not pure because I was seeking God’s will to escape 

pain, not to obey God.  I thought the only way to secure God’s covering was to engage in 

spiritual disciplines like an all-night prayer meeting and fasting.  I mistakenly thought 

this was the spiritual key my mentors had missed.  Unfortunately, self-protection became 

my idol. 

 Go back and read this passage again to see how Jesus’ thought process was 

different from mine.  Luke 6:12-16, “In these days he went out to the mountain to pray 

and all night he continued in prayer to God.  And when day came, he called his disciples 
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and chose from them twelve, whom he named apostles: Simon, whom he named Peter, 

and Andrew his brother, and James and John, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and 

Matthew, and Thomas and James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon who was called the 

Zealot, and Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot who became a traitor.”  I spent the 

night in prayer to be free of consequences; Jesus spent the night in prayer to know God’s 

will so he could obey God.  Jesus embraced the Judases that were God’s will.  Now it is 

important to realize he didn’t embrace everyone that was out to hurt him.  He avoided 

very skillfully those who would seek his life before the appointed time, but he did not 

avoid Judas.  The contrast is I might spend the night in prayer but it is to avoid all 

Judases, even those who might be God’s will. 

 I will never understand God’s thoughts if self-protection is more important than 

God’s eternal plans.  The Triune God had a specific map for Jesus’ time on earth.  It was 

to live a sinless life, and just at the appointed time he was to die on a cross as a sacrifice 

for the sins of the entire world, and He was to be raised again on the third day.  This was 

an eternal plan which was executed before the creation of the world.  If I want to avoid 

misunderstanding God I have to realize that God’s eternal plans take precedent over my 

comfort and over my human instinct of self-protection.  One of the ways I get into trouble 

in understanding the “whys” of life is to lose sight of God’s eternal design.  God has a 

strong agenda in this world; he created it and me with eternal goals.  My self-protection is 

not as important as God’s plot and when they clash it is my dreams which are trumped by 

the will of God, but that’s ok.  Because every time my dreams are trumped by God’s will 

it is to create a better dream.  I am convinced that God is good and he has this uncanny 

ability to dream bigger than I can dream.  And He has the power to carry out his dreams, 

something I definitely lack.   

 When we grow spiritually and first begin to realize God is not looking at our 
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problem the same way we do, then Luke 6:12-16 is a great passage to consider.  His 

thoughts revealed here I would never have predicted.  In Isaiah 53, the suffering servant 

passage, we find an interesting phrase at the end of verse 10 about the coming Messiah, 

“…the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.”  Does the will of the Lord prosper in 

my hands?  Or do I find myself fighting God’s will? 

 Scripture makes it very clear that my prayers are answered on the basis of Jesus 

sacrifice.  No matter how many sleepless nights I spend in prayer my righteousness is as 

filthy rags compared to the righteousness of Christ.  The spiritual life is not about me 

controlling God, but about him controlling me.  I still believe in the power of an all-night 

prayer meeting and I still believe in the need for fasting, but what is the use of seeking to 

know God’s will if I am not going to let it prosper in my hand?    
 


