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3/4/12 
INTERSECTIONS wk2 – See & Respond 

PASTOR JACK SCHULL 
YouVersion NOTES:   

   
Intro 
 So glad you’re here – we started a new series last week – INTERSECTIONS – it’s about 
where our paths cross others, how did Jesus interact with people as he crossed their path. How did 
Jesus live out interactions that invited people who felt far from God into exp. life with God? 
 
Turn to Matthew 9 
 
Q   How many of you have emotions (some of you are more stoic, even keel as they say) others 
are Italian, more expressive – but all of us have emotions they are a part of who we are. -- you 
have been: happy? Frustrated? Sad? Angry? (I can’t make it through a whole episode of Extreme 
Home Makeover without my eyes leaking – it’s a family joke now)…because I’m moved 
 
Ever wonder what the most described emotion of Jesus was?  as we search through the gospel 
accounts of his life – there is one emotion that jumps out -- It moved him and motivated him. 
 
Matthew 9:35-36 
 
-compassion is what gets stirred up in Jesus  
-this text is so relational in nature (harassed and helpless – like sheep drifting alone, unprotected) 
-Jesus didn’t see people through a lens of disappointment or judgment 
-he didn’t see through a list of labels or a filter of critique 
-he saw the person – their story (even the rich young ruler, Jesus cared for; but the trajectory of 
his heart was leading him away from God and he tried to call him back) (compassion/tough love) 
 Compassion flowed from within him in every interaction he had with those struggling, those 
feeling on “the outside” of experiencing life with God… WHY? (Jesus lived on mission) 
 
Search & Rescue mission:  (Lk 19:10) “The son of man came to seek and save those that are lost”-Jesus 
 
AND - We have a partnership to play in that mission - as followers of Jesus… 
 
Glenn looked at last week that Jesus put himself in places, opportunities that allowed him to 
intersect with folks that felt on the outside, those struggling – He was WITH them… Glenn 
walked us through Matthew’s life – the party he threw  we’ve been giving a calling to be 
fishers of men – for people around us. (image of fishers – can only catch fish, being with them)  
 
Today I want to pick up on that and take it another step – as we’ll examine another story – 
another intersection Jesus comes too with people and the challenge he faces (Jesus was WITH – 
but as he was WITH – he did something) 
 
T We’re going to dive into an encounter – a moment of INTERESECTION – where Jesus 
crosses paths with someone and His compassion for them is on display, but it’s also brings out a 
critic – who challenges his actions.  the truth is: every time we come to a relational 
intersection/interaction with the people around us, we’ll see it through one of these lenses…one 
of these two ways… 
 
Religious lens: it’s about being / acting ‘right’ before God, somehow earning rightness with God 
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Spiritual lens: (biblical, relational) Ppl matter to God…not based on condition, but b/c of creation 
Luke 13:10-17 
 
Background: 

• Jesus as was customary for Rabbi’s traveling through – invited to teach in the Synagogue 
•  In Luke’s gospel – we’re presented with Jesus teaching in the synagogues often – but 

this story is the last one recorded in gospel of Luke 
• The synagogue has come to in some ways – symbolize the opposition to Jesus (12:11; 

21:12)- the religious leaders pushing back against the way of spiritual life Jesus was 
demonstrating, promoting – his interpretation & living out the Scriptures were ruffling 
feathers of the establishment 

 
Luke 13:10-12a 
 
Medically, this disease is probably what physician’s today would call form of Scoliosis or Marie-Strümpell Disease, an 
autoimmune disease that attacks the back - fusing of the spinal bones. Early in the course of the disease, sufferers often 
find that the pain is relieved somewhat when they lean forward. So they often go through the day leaning slightly 
forward, and gradually their spine begins to fuse. Effects breathing tremendously - The more they lean in order to 
relieve the pain, the greater the angle, until a patient might be bent almost double. 
 http://www.ecureme.com/emyhealth/data/Marie-Strumpell_Disease.asp 
 
That’s what she’s dealing with – 18 years. Jesus addresses this as an attack from Satan in her case 
(which we’ve seen example: Job) doesn’t mean every disease is this but Jesus is identifying the 
culprit.  
 in the Greek: “ a women having the a spirit of sickness” (not possession of someone, but an 
affliction sourced in Satan’s influence 
 
She’s living in a culture – 1st century backdrop that defined disease as punishment for sin (you’ll 
remember the story of Jesus and disciples with the blind man – who sinned that man born blind?) 

• Brokenness is a result of the rebellion / Fall of mankind – all creation suffers fractures 
and it’s not as it was created to be (or one day will be again) 
 

Imagine her plight in life – 365 x 18 = 6,500+ days of suffering 
 
I wonder how often this woman had gone unnoticed? 
How many comments were whispered under the breath of those she shuffled by? 
 
Luke 13: 12-13 
 

• He sees her and calls her forward – to the front (imagine the tension) 
• “woman” – in Greek it’s not derogatory/disrespectful as it sounds in English – it’s a term 

of tenderness, courtesy = much like: ma’am 
• Jesus puts on display his power to heal – to release to freedom (he frees her) 

---IMAGINE THIS MOMENT FOR HER--- 
 
Luke 13:12 
 
It all started with Jesus – as he SAW her - NOTICED her. Most probably passed her by… 
-In the midst of the crowd and the task he was about – He SEES a person / her story! 
 
We live in a world where much of how we live – is at warp speed, where people can become a 
blur. We can see people – but totally miss the person – their story.  
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**We can have such a narrowing scope of focus on our own lives – that we miss the opportunities 
/ intersections / the people crossing our paths right around us.  
 
Jesus lived with sensitivity and saw like no other… and I believe God has a deep desire - to 
transform his followers – so that they see like Jesus did… to cause a sensitivity to the eyes of the 
heart – that we might SEE AND RESPOND! 
 
The truth is: Sometimes – our seeing isn’t always the best (simple exercise – the 6 F’s) see slide 
 
Illustration:  “Invisible Gorilla” – www.invisiblegorilla.com  
 
*researcher Daniel Simon  & Chris Chabris (Simon – is best known for his research showing 
that people are far less aware of their visual surroundings than they think; study on 
intuition and everyday illusion – study of how the mind processes/functions) 
-they received a Noble Price for their work… 
– did an awareness test. He had 2 groups of people and asked them to watch a video that had 6 
people passing basketballs around. 3 people in white shirts, 3 people in black shirts.  
(show video) 
Somewhere in the video a person dressed in a gorilla costume walks through the middle of the 
group. In the original study – half of the people in the study missed the gorilla.  
 
People can focus so hard on a task – that they suffer “inattentional blindness” and miss the 
things (maybe unexpected things) that occur right in front of them. 
 
*now – your question as you watched this video today in service (did you notice anything else)? 
-how many of you notice the person on our stage? (take a moment to thank Chewbacca)  
 
God desires for none of his followers to suffer from ‘inattentional blindness’ – but rather to have 
spiritual eyes that see clearly… that we:  “see” each person (as the Imago-Dei) – see their story, 
not just their role 
 
Ex: reemphasized to me this week - by Veronica who was working at Panda Express – I can see her as a 
cashier  (her role alone) and treat her as an object – someone that needs to fulfill a role alone as it pertains 
to my interaction with me. Or I can see her as a person – made in the Image of God (Imago-Dei) – she has a 
story… 
I may not have any idea HOW God is at work within her story – but I can rest assured that He is. My 
crossing paths with her… 
My interactions… can either help His work, or potentially hinder it. (true at work, family…) 
 
If I’m rude, belittling and demeaning  that interaction sours her taste in humanity, especially if she comes 
to find out I’m a follower of Jesus… (we’ve all seen this play out) 
 
Q) how many of you have ever been a part of a restaurant staff? 
*everyone who has ever been a part of the food industry (cook, wait staff, etc) has interactions with 
someone who has objectified you – treated you almost in-human and seeing you as only existing to meet 
their needs of the moment… 
 why should Christ followers be known as good tippers – b/c everyone who waits on you is made in the 
Image of God 
 
I want us to begin to imagine something – as you’re at intersections with folks/crossing paths 
with people… (whispering: Imago Dei) Genesis 1:26 
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illust:  (1 of my fav. Animated movies) it’s like Woody in Toy Story movie – who turns over his 
boot and remembers His value is found in the one who owns him – who’s connected to Him! 
 every person you meet – if you could look at the bottom of their foot: is stamped with: Imago 
Dei  (deemed valuable by their Creator who knit them together… 
 no matter how broken they may appear to be  
 or how much damage is reflected in their current condition 
I want you say in your mind:  “They -  are the Imago Dei” 
 
Jesus sees her – Jesus responds – he initiates care, concern – ultimately healing (only he can do) 
 
 
T Now, most healing stories that occur within the gospel accounts – focus on the healing 
and end right there… but this story doesn’t end with her voice ringing out praises – there is 
another voice that begins ringing out – it shouts objection, not praises 
 
Luke 13:14 
 
-the synagogue ruler immediately challenges the legality of Jesus’ act, for he regards it as a 
violation of the Sabbath laws 
 
*the Mishnah – 2nd century book of Jewish traditions/oral laws – listed out 39 activities prohibited 
to do on the Sabbath (even as far as you could walk) 
*Sabbath was to be space for contemplation on God – no work – so over the years they put 
interpretation to what does it mean to ‘not work’… 
 
The incredible irony  is right here in the passage – Sabbath is a focus on God, yet the mighty 
work of God (in the healing) is completely ignored and missed by this ruler.  
 
He’s become ‘inattentionally blinded’ – he can’t see what’s right in front of him – he’s looking 
through the lens of religion – rules and missing the spiritual, the relational connection and calling 
God has for us - to share His compassion with those around us… 
 
The ruler is arguing that the healing could have waited. That Jesus violated laws of working on 
the Sabbath (Ex 20:9-10; Deut 5:12-14) 
 
(End of Luke 12:54-56) – Jesus is saying you’re missing the signs of God happening right in front 
of you… and here’s a practical example… 
 
This ruler was seeing through a lens of criticism – not a heart of  
 

 Hasn’t the evangelical church been guilty of “seeing” people this way at times? 
 
We end up seeing people through a religious lens – seeing how they’re behaving and turning up 
our nose - what they should be doing – pointing out the religious acts they should be engaging 
instead… “they should be at church, sinning less, behaving better…” 
 
“They should be” –becomes a lens, she should be here looking for healing on 6 days, not Sabbath 
But looking at people that way – NEVER takes us to good places, does it? 
It ends up diminishing our relationship with them – damaging their relationship with God and 
how they perceive God seeing them… 
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Critique and Condemnation = Drives people away 
Compassion = Draws people in 
 
Jesus showing the relational way – where the kindness & compassion of God is on full display 
(after all) Scriptures say: “It’s (God’s) kindness that meant to lead us to repentance” (Rom. 2:4) 
 
Truth: Christian spirituality is relational to its very core! 
Through the Great Commandment, The Great Commission and the new commandment Jesus 
gave his followers (Jn 13) – he reiterates that the measure of spiritual maturity is love.  

(every other commandment is just commentary on what this means and looks like) 
 
Jesus has also just demonstrated – his divinity again- only God can heal with power like this! He 
demonstrates his power over Satan - And yet, it’s missed completely by those who don’t see 
clearly…they’ve become stuck seeing all of life through the lens of religion, a lens of effort, separation & 
works to earn favor with God…judging all others who don’t measure up… 
 
 

• “Mirror Miracle” 
 
What’s fascinating is that Luke (doctor) records this and some scholars refer to this miracle as a 
“mirror miracle” – meaning it’s happened before (similar scenario) – You’ll remember the other 
occurrence when again Jesus is teaching (he’s got a job to do a focus) but he notices a man with a 
withered hand (crippled) and he heals him in the synagogue – and the text says that the hearts of 
the religious leaders are set in motion of anger toward Jesus as they began to calculate/plan how 
they might get rid of him) 
 
Now – here we are again… we’re seeing in a ‘replay’ if anything has changed within the Pharisee 
or synagogue rulers) Jesus is checking to see the ‘heart condition’ of some of these leaders – have 
they softened – are they recognizing their own need for healing, for freedom - are they 
recognizing who Jesus is as God’s Son, sent on a mission to reveal truth and bring God’s grace… 
– or are they still bent on making their way to God, instead of recognizing that God has made His 
way to them (in Christ). 
 
*nothing has changed – their heart condition is still the same, their focus is still missing the 
relational side of seeing all people need God’s intervention and grace in their lives  
(it’s only by grace that we’re saved – it’s only by grace that we live out rel. connected with God) 
 
 I love this strong reply! Compassion doesn’t mean you’re a wimp! – means you fight for what 
matters most to God! 
 
There only focused in on making sure people obey the rules, color within the lines and somehow 
get right and cleaned up before God, to earn His acceptance… (and that’s not grace, that’s works) 
 
T look back at Jesus’ response to this tension filled moment 
 
Luke 13:15-16 
 
Jesus’ scathing denunciation was addressed not only to the ruler but to all who thought like him 
 
Jesus uses an argument style of ‘lesser & greater’ – saying here’s what you do, but what God did 
here is so much greater! 
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If you have compassion for your animals – How much more is this person’s value! 
As people we are the part of creation – giving a relational opportunity with God – to live 
connected with Him. Our value and worth comes from Him. (in who we are, whose we are) 
 
**Jesus is pointing out – that this ruler (with only seeing through a religious lens) has objectified 
this woman – removed her created value… left her as a something to be managed rightly, she was 
to do the right things at the right times (she should be coming for healing on the other 6 days) 
 
 
Jesus addresses her as a ‘Daughter of Abraham’ –  

• such a relational title – declaration over her – Jesus’ grace has set her free, drawn her 
• triple argument: human being (not an animal) / woman / daughter of Abraham 
• Daughter of Abraham – more than she was Jewish – she too was a daughter of the 

Promise God gave to Abraham – a relational covenant 
• Jesus underscored that it is appropriate on the Sabbath (of all days) to heal one of 

Abraham’s children and rescue her from Satan’s bondage 
 
T You could have heard a pin drop as Jesus finishes speaking…and the ruler and all those 
that think like him are shamed… *hypocrisy is brought into the light, seen for what it is… 
 
Luke 13:17 
Closing passage with a commentary – (humiliation and delight – 2 reactions) 
--When humiliation happens – you’re shown to be in the wrong – you have 2 choices/2 reactions 
 

1) recognition and change 
2) resentment and contempt 

 
We know as the rest of the story for many of those that viewed through the religious lens – it’s 
what leads to the final week of Jesus life, his crucifixion – but thankfully it also sets the stage for 
his resurrection and a final declaration that life with God is available through Jesus. 
 
Compassion and Conviction are not mutually exclusive … 
You don’t have to compromise conviction in order to live out compassion! 
 
T I read this story – and I’m like those in the crowd –just enthralled by this Jesus – how he 
loved and lived… How He noticed and saw people 
 
Conclusion: 
 
NO ONE SAW quite like Jesus – he desires his followers to see the same way… 
 
So, LOOK for the people around you – friends, God is already at work, already present – he’s 
looking for us to pay attention – to SEE and RESPOND…  
 
Take initiative! 
 
Look for those around you that are being weighed down, doubled over by struggles, challenges 
they’re facing – see them, their story and respond how God leads you to get involved  
(it might be prayer, attention, expressions of comfort, practical encouragement and support…) 
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Illustration: 
We did this as a community just a few weeks ago – remember the Shoe Drive we did this past 
Holiday season. We worked in partnership with some Title I schools in the Marana Unified 
District – worked alongside their administration and leaders.  
 
We begin to see the need – how many kids didn’t have adequate shoes for school, to participate in 
PE, or keep their feet from issues of infection or from simply growing properly. 
 
I got to follow-up with one of our leaders who has been working in partnership with the school 
for a few years now. He told me about how many families that were receiving these shoes along 
with care packages – you’d have the kids bouncing of the ceiling, so much joy bubbling over as 
they were holding their brand new shoes – and parents standing there in tears of joy. 
 
He got sent one picture from a family – drawn by 2 brothers. It showed the 2 brothers on a grass 
field with the captions: “I can run so far!” and “I can jump so high!” (pause) 
 
And church – we got to do that together—we saw, we responded 
 
As a church community – we saw a need and met a need!   
That’s what it is to look like on an individual level. 
 
Don’t allow the scope of your life – to become so narrowed in on or around you – that you miss 
seeing the opportunities God directs across your path!  
**(That’s what we see in Jesus – he had a task, responsibility to do that day – to teach, but he 
wasn’t inattentionally blinded to the work of compassion needed in that moment at his 
intersection) 
 
**And it will be different for you, for me – each relational intersection is directed by God, 
bringing each of us at different moments - different people that cross our paths… 
 
As we go throughout our days – it’s asking God to open our eyes, our ears, our hearts – to SEE & 
RESPOND. To NOTICE like Jesus does – to see with spiritual (relational) eyes and not critical 
(religiously judgmental) eyes. 
 
Examples: 

• Calista in MX – bringing some of her own toys to the kids of the houses we built – she 
took the initiative and taught her Dad a lesson 

• My soccer team 
• I see this in so many of you as you – as you See and Respond  

 
It’s asking Him to help us not suffer from “inattentional blindness” – but to help us become 
AWARE, ATTENTIVE to the intersections with people we come too. 
 
As God refocuses our vision – what becomes evident and whom he brings into view – we’re to 
respond with His love, care, compassion 
 
This week: 
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• LOOK – notice those at your intersections – ask God to show you simple ways to SEE 
and RESPOND with his compassion in tangible, practical ways 

• As you’re WITH people – See and Respond with compassion 
 
This is also another powerful simple reminder in this text: – of God’s ATTENTIVENESS to us… 
 
Friends: He’s aware, He sees and He notices the challenges you face – His heart of compassion 
still moves toward you, responds to you… you’re never off His radar screen, He’s there for you. 
He’s active and present with you… 
 
 
 That God would re-correct our vision – (some spiritual Lasik surgery, if you will)  
 
That we’d see and respond – that might show people - they are created as the Imago Dei – and 
that God longs to be relationally connected with them through Christ. 
 
Jesus said: 
Matthew 5:13-16 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer with congregation 
--That we become known as a people that SEE and RESPOND as Jesus does… 
…that the world & those around in “our world” would take notice of a group of Christ followers 
who notice them, love them, who show them God’s compassion is available. 
 
 
============================================ 
Extra Stuff: 

• Jesus saw and responded / Ruler saw and ridiculed / Crowds saw and recognized – God 
 
When a culture of dialogue gets created, people far from God who do not typically trust Christians feel safe enough to 
hang out and explore. And…a culture of dialogue allows people to put down their guard and seek, and as they truly 
seek, just as the Lord promises – they will find him. 
 
Culture creation that allows dialogue requires immense trust in God. It requires letting go of the need to fix, change or 
control others’ beliefs or actions. It requires trusting that God’s Spirit can work behind the scenes in people’s hearts as 
we create a culture where they are free to question, doubt and struggle and explore faith at their own pace.  
--quotes from book: “No Perfect People Allowed” 
 
from interview with Rick Warren: (via Ed Stetzer’s blog) 
QUESTION: Why do you think people who call themselves Christians sometimes say the most hateful things about 
Muslims? 
WARREN: Well, some of those folks probably aren't really Christians. 1 John 4:20 says, "If anyone says, 'I love God,' 
yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom 
he has not seen." And 1 John 2:9 says "Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the 
darkness." I am not allowed by Jesus to hate anyone. Our culture has accepted two huge lies: The first is that if you 
disagree with someone's lifestyle, you must fear them or hate them. The second is that to love someone means you 
agree with everything they believe or do. Both are nonsense.  
You don't have to compromise convictions to be compassionate. 
 
Genesis 1:26 -- Human life was created in (lit., “as,” meaning “in essence as”) the image of God (v. 27). This image 
was imparted only to humans (2:7). “Image” (�elem) is used figuratively here, for God does not have a human form. 
Being in God’s image means that humans share, though imperfectly and finitely, in God’s nature, that is, in His 
communicable attributes (life, personality, truth, wisdom, love, holiness, justice), and so have the capacity for spiritual 
fellowship with Him. 


