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GETTING READY TO TEACH 

M ost all who have attended Roger’s class called “Principles of Spiritual Growth” have been believers 
seriously interested in growing in their faith. Many have had a better-than-average familiarity with 

Scripture, while others were serious students of the Bible. 

We believe that some in our congregation today are less familiar with our conservative, evangelical view of 
Scripture. Some regular attenders come from more liberal denominational backgrounds. Others are returning to 
church after not having attended for many years. Still others are just beginning their spiritual journey. For these 
reasons, we decided to include this lesson on Bible Essentials rather than make the unsafe assumption that 
everyone in our Fellowships embraces the high view of the Scriptures that lies at the very core of all of our 
teaching. 

Bible Essentials will provide you the opportunity to lead your department members in a discussion of basic, 
but very important, foundational beliefs that are directly related to their journey toward spiritual maturity. 
These include the belief that: 

♦ God reveals Himself in the written Word in order to woo us into intimate relationship with 
Him 

♦ The Bible is our sole source of authority for what we believe, for how we behave, and for whom 
and how we love 

♦ The Bible is our standard of truth 

♦ The truth of Scripture has three purposes: to define doctrine, to clarify right moral and ethical 
behavior, and to tutor us in loving relationships both with God and with others 

All of this is organized under the umbrella of MATURITY INSIGHT 4 which says: When believers give the 
Bible its rightful place of authority in their lives, they intimately experience its Author in life-changing ways. 
This is a powerful statement. It is intended to communicate that in the process of single-minded study of, and 
meditation upon, the written Word we intimately encounter the Person of the Word—Jesus, the Christ. 

Some evangelical groups are regularly accused of being Bible worshipers. Outsiders, looking in, point the 
finger and claim that a very high view of Scripture effectively raises the Bible above Christ, making it an idol. 
This charge may be true of some but not of all evangelical groups. 

I n our case, we believe that the Bible is essential in knowing Christ intimately. Such knowledge of Him 
unavoidably leads us to worship Him in His Triune essence. Since the Bible is given that we may know 

God, it cannot be elevated above Him and is not co-equal with Him. 

May the Holy Spirit stir anew your passion and love for the Bible. And may He anoint you as you teach His 
people to give the God-breathed, true, written Word its rightful place of authority as they seek to deeply know 
and worship its Author. 
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STUDYING THE WORD TOGETHER 
Jerry Wilkinson 

making wise the simple. The 
precepts of the Lord are right, 

rejoicing the heart; the 
commandment of the Lord is pure 
and bright, enlightening the eyes. 
The [reverent] fear of the Lord is 

clean, enduring forever; the 
ordinances of the Lord are true and 

righteous altogether. More to be 
desired are they than gold, even 
than much fine gold; they are 
sweeter also than honey and 

drippings from the honeycomb. 
Moreover, by them is Your servant 
warned (reminded, illuminated, and 

instructed); and in keeping them 
there is great reward.  

(Psalm 19:7-11, AMP) 
If we extract key phrases, the richness 

becomes clearer: perfect, restores the soul, 
trustworthy, makes wise, right, brings joy, 
radiant, illuminates our understanding, 
clean, enduring, sure, completely dependable, 

Maturity Insight 4: When 
Believers Give the Bible Its 
Rightful Place of Authority in 
Their Lives, They Intimately 
Experience Its Author in  
Life-Changing Ways 

I n my own quest for spiritual maturity, I have found that my personal experience with 
Scripture has evolved. I was taught as a youngster to respect the Bible as sacred. My 

parents and Sunday School teachers told me to never set anything on top of my Bible. It 
was never to be defaced by writing in it. They deeply desired for me to value and respect 
the Bible. Their teaching did lay a good foundation for me. Early on, I developed a deep 
respect for the Bible. But it took many years of experience with the Bible for me to grow 
in my appreciation and esteem for the Word. 

I remember thinking of the Bible during my middle school years as a sacred textbook 
whose contents needed to be learned. Later, I thought of it more as a travel guide—a 
handbook that could help make my spiritual journey more enjoyable and profitable. 
Somewhere along the way, I began to understand that it really is sacred and alive. My life 
rapidly began to be transformed as I gave the Bible its rightful place of authority in my 
life, daily applying its precepts and instructions. 

Several years ago, I began to interact with the Person of the Word through the written 
Word. Bible study and meditation became a personal, intimate conversation between the 
Author and me. I am convinced that every Christian who gives God’s inspired written 
Word its rightful place of authority in his/her life will intimately experience the Author. 
And they will be transformed more and more into His Image. 

B y the way—my dad accepts that I now make notes in the margins and underline or 
highlight passages in my study Bible, but he just can’t do that. 

Lesson  2 
Bible Essentials 

O ne of my personal treasures is the 
Bible signed by the deacons of 

First Baptist Church of the Woodlands 
and presented to me at my ordination by 
Dr. W. D. Broadway. Before giving it to me, 
W. D. highlighted a few verses from 
Psalm 19. For me they are a beautiful 
description of the Word. In these passages, 
David very specifically declares to God 
the value of Scripture for him. Let’s look 
at these verses together. 

 The law of the Lord is perfect, 
restoring the [whole] person; the 

testimony of the Lord is sure, 
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more precious or valuable than pure gold 
I think that David is speaking from his 

own experiences with the applied written 
Word and his intimate conversations with 
the Author. These are heartfelt words that, 
like honey oozing from the honeycomb, 
drip with sweet gratitude. The Scriptures 
do, indeed, become increasingly precious 
and valuable to the maturing believer who 
submits to their instruction and application, 
thereby experiencing God and His faithful 
blessing. 

passages indicate that all of the Old 
Testament writings are thought of as 
God’s words. Second Timothy 3:16 says 
that all Scripture is “God breathed.” Here 
Paul affirms that all of the Old Testament 
writings are theopnestos, breathed out or 
spoken by God. 

W hat about the New Testament? Is 
it God’s Word, too? Yes! 

In 2 Peter 3:16, Peter refers to Paul’s 
epistles and categorizes them as part of the 
church’s accepted body of sacred writings 
—Scripture. Similarly, in 1 Timothy 5:18 
Paul quotes Jesus’ words found in Luke 
10:7 and calls them “Scripture.” It is clear 
that the early church considered what we 
now call the Old and New Testaments as 
God’s inspired written Word. 

Because Scripture is God’s inspired 
written Word, we must obey it. Consider 
this passage from James: 

Do not merely listen to the word, 
and so deceive yourselves. Do what 
it says. Anyone who listens to the 

word but does not do what it says is 
like a man who looks at his face in 

a mirror and, after looking at 
himself, goes away and 

immediately forgets what he looks 
like. But the man who looks 

intently into the perfect law that 
gives freedom, and continues to do 

this, not forgetting what he has 
heard, but doing it — he will be 

blessed in what he does.  
(James 1:22-25) 

The principle of authority certainly has 
application in the life of every believer as 
he/she commits to growing toward 
maturity. There are many helpful volumes 
available in the Christian book marketplace, 
but none have the authority of Scripture to 
define our beliefs, direct our behavior, and 
instruct us in how to love God and others. 

T here is one other aspect of the “sole 
authority” principle that will be 

relevant to many in our congregation who 

Lesson  2 
Bible Essentials 

The Bible Is Our  
Source of Authority  
and Standard of Truth 

W e  t e l l  p a r t i c i pa n t s  i n  o u r 
“Discovering Casas” class for 

new members that the Bible is our 
standard of truth and sole source of 
authority for what we believe, for how we 
behave, and for whom and how we love. 
This statement has great significance to 
the way each believer lives out his/her 
personal faith. It is highly relevant for our 
life together in community, too. 

Our Sole Source of Authority 

T he phrase authority of Scripture 
means “that  al l  the  words in 

Scripture are God’s words in such a way 
that to disbelieve or disobey any word of 
Scripture is to disbelieve or disobey God.”1 
Because all the words in Scripture are 
God’s words and He holds the authoritative 
position of Lord or King in our lives, His 
words naturally carry His authority. 

In the Old Testament, the authority of 
God’s words is often communicated by 
the introductory phrase “Thus says the 
Lord.” When a prophet spoke in God’s 
Name in this way, every word he spoke 
had to be true or he was a false prophet 
(cf: Num. 22:38, Deut: 18:18-20, Jer.1:9). 
The true Word of God has authority. 

In the New Testament, a number of 

 
1 Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Bible Doctrine, Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 

MI, 1994, p.73 
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have come from other religions or 
d e n o m i n a t i o n s .  M a n y  C h r i s t i a n 
denominations, both Protestant and 
Catholic, see the Bible as a source of 
authority, but consider other sources of 
authority as well (e.g., denominational 
leaders, church traditions, or extra-Biblical 
writings). It is important for those from 
different denominations to understand that 
when there is a controversial issue or 
question, we look to Scripture and 
Scripture alone for resolution. Seeking the 
leadership of the Holy Spirit in prayer, the 
spiritual leaders in our church carefully 
search the Word for God’s guidance. We 
do not look to tradition, denominational 
leaders, or extra-Biblical literature to 
resolve doctrinal or behavioral issues. 
While such sources can contribute 
helpfully to the dialogue, they speak 
consultatively rather than authoritatively. 

Our Standard of Truth 

I n John 17:17 Jesus prays, “Sanctify 
them in the truth; your word is truth.” 

Notice that He did not say “your word is 
true.” True is an adjective. Instead He 
said, “your word is truth.” In other words: 
God’s Word equals truth. Therefore, we 
think of the Bible as the ultimate standard 
of truth rather than one standard of truth 
among many. 

Because the Biblical writers repeatedly 
affirm that the words of the Bible, though 
penned by human hands, are God’s own 
words, it is right that we study the texts 
that speak of the character of God’s words 
and relate them to the words of Scripture. 
There are several passages that talk about 
the truthfulness of God’s speech. For 
example, Titus 1:2 speaks of “God, who 
never lies.” Similarly, Hebrews 6:18 says, 
“It is impossible for God to lie.” Because 
God cannot lie, His words are truth and 
can always be trusted. 

In the same manner that Psalm 19 
declares God’s statutes to be trustworthy, 
Psalms 12:6 tells us that the words of the 
Lord are “flawless” like purified silver. 
The psalmist uses vivid imagery to describe 

the undiluted purity of God’s words. 
Proverbs 30:5 declares, “Every word of 
God proves true…” In Numbers 23:19 
God’s speech is directly contrasted to that 
of man: “God is not man, that He should 
lie, or a son of man, that He should 
repent.” These passages explicitly affirm 
that there is no untruthfulness or falsehood 
in any of the statements of the Bible. The 
Bible’s claims for itself are verified by the 
experiences of the faith community as they 
collectively apply the Truth in daily living. 

Lesson  2 
Bible Essentials 

Scripture Is Useful and Reveals 
Three Purposes of Its Truth 

T he second letter that Paul wrote 
Timothy was written with the tone 

of a personal communiqué between two 
intimate friends. The churches were 
turning from the faith because of apostate 
teachers, making Timothy’s life and service 
painfully and discouragingly difficult. 
Paul urged the less experienced minister 
to be true to his calling and fulfill his 
ministry.  In Chapter 3 he reminds 
Timothy of the “usefulness” of applied 
Scripture in the face of his challenges. 

  You, however, know all about 
my teaching, my way of life, my 

purpose, faith, patience, love, 
endurance, persecutions, sufferings 
— what kinds of things happened to 
me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, 
the persecutions I endured. Yet the 
Lord rescued me from all of them. 
In fact, everyone who wants to live 
a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted, while evil men and 
impostors will go from bad to 
worse, deceiving and being 

deceived. But as for you, continue 
in what you have learned and have 
become convinced of, because you 

know those from whom you learned 
it, and how from infancy you have 
known the holy Scriptures, which 

are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ 
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Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed 
and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the man of 
God may be thoroughly equipped 

for every good work. 
( 2 Timothy 3:10-17) 

Look for a moment at verse 12: “In fact, 
everyone who wants to live a godly life in 
Christ Jesus will be persecuted….” Let the 
statement soak into your inner spirit. Does 
it remind you of Matthew 5:10-12? It is a 
sobering thought. We will learn more 
about this significant principle of spiritual 
growth. But for now, notice that Paul tells 
Timothy that as he endures difficult 
circumstances, both personally and in the 
church, he can look to Holy Scripture for 
help. In verse 16, Paul describes the 
profitability of Scripture in three ways. 

F irst, he says that Scripture is useful 
for teaching. The Greek word for 

“teaching” is a derivative of didaskali/a 
or didaskalia (did-as-kal-ee'-ah). It 
connotes doctrinal teaching. In other 
words, Scripture is profitable in helping us 
know what we should believe about God, 
Jesus, the Holy Spirit, mankind, the 
church, salvation, Satan, etc. 

Next, Paul says that Scripture is useful 
for “rebuking and correcting.” Scripture 
rebukes us when it helps us to identify the 
sin in our lives. It corrects us by telling us 
how to live rightly. We can say that 
Scripture is useful or profitable for the 
maturing Christian in that it tells us what 
sins to avoid and what moral or ethical 
behavior to practice. 

Finally, we see that the written Word of 
God provides useful “training in righteous-
ness.” The word rendered “training” in this 
verse is rendered as “parenting” in others. 
So, Scripture parents us, raises us up, or 
nurtures us in righteousness. 

Righteousness often is defined as “right 
standing.” A man who is in right standing 
with God has been cleansed of his sin 
through Christ and stands pure and holy in 
his relationship with Him. One who has 
no obstacles of offense between himself 
and another is righteous, or in right 
standing with his neighbor. To say that 
God is righteous means that His justice 
and mercy toward us are pure and 
blameless. Righteousness never can be 
understood well apart from its role in 
relationships; it is necessary for the building 
of a trust that can foster authentic intimacy. 

Three Purposes  
of Biblical Truth 

L et’s continue to think about this idea 
t h a t  S c r i p t u r e  i s  u se f u l  f o r 

“teaching, rebuking and correcting, and 
training in righteousness.” We can 
broaden our understanding of Paul’s 
instruction by looking at it through 
another lens.2 For example, we can say 
that the profitable Truth of Scripture is 
applied as doctrinal truth (right belief), 
moral/ethical truth (right behavior), and 
relational truth (right relationship). 

Take a moment to study Figure 1 on the 
following page. Imagine a “narrow road” 
that leads to a specific destination—right 
relationship. The dotted line in the center 
of the diagram represents the center stripe 
of our roadway and defines lanes of travel. 
The heavy lines to the right and left of the 
center stripe represent curbs or ditches 
along each side of the road. They define 
the edges of the road. They help us know 
when we are “off road.” 

N otice that the “curb” on the left is 
labeled “Doctrinal Truth or Right 

Belief.” Genesis 1:1 is representative of a 
Scripture that leads us to a doctrinal truth: 
God is the creator of the heavens and the 
earth. We believe rightly when we 
understand that God is Creator. 

Lesson  2 
Bible Essentials 

2 We are deeply indebted to our friend, Dr. David Ferguson, for helping us to see better through the lens of relational Truth. 
David has taught this fresh perspective in conferences at Casas and around the world. He details it in his most recent book, 
Relational Foundations, published by Relationship, Press, Austin, TX, 2004. This view of Scripture greatly strengthens 
our accurate interpretation of Scripture and profoundly impacts our relationship with God and others. 
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T he curb on the right is labeled 
“Moral/Ethical Truth or Right 

Behavior.” The Ten Commandments 
(Deut. 5:7-21) are a great example of verses 
that have to do with right moral/ethical 
behavior. They tell us to avoid idolatry, 
misusing the name of God, committing 
murder, committing adultery, stealing, 
giving false testimony against our neighbor, 
and coveting. They tell us to worship only 
the One True God, to faithfully observe 
the Sabbath, and to honor our parents. 

The “road” takes us to “Relational Truth 
or Right Relationships.” The Great Command-
ment (Matt. 22:37-40) is the definitive 
verse on right relationship. It tells us to 
love God, our neighbors, and ourselves. 

If we “jump a curb” on either side, we 
fall into the ditch of sin. For example, if 
we become proud of the accuracy of our 
doctrine, we fall into sin (Prov. 3:34). If 
we overemphasize moral/ethical behavior, 
becoming legalistic, we will be guilty of 
judging or condemning others (Luke 6:37). 
We want to maintain humility in presenting 
doctrinal truths and to minister God’s 
grace as we lovingly teach moral/ethical 
truths. The teaching of both doctrinal truth 

and moral/ethical truth should always lead 
or point to relational truth. 

Lesson  2 
Bible Essentials 

Hang the Law and  
the Prophets on the Peg  
of the Great Commandment 

Doctrinal Truth  
or Right Belief 

Moral/Ethical Truth  
or Right Behavior 

 

SIN 

 

SIN 

Relational Truth or 
Right Relationships 

Figure 1: Three Purposes of Truth 

M a n y ,  i f  n o t  mo s t ,  i n  y o u r 
department probably can quote or 

paraphrase the Great Commandment: 
  Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind.’   

This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like 
it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’   

All the Law and the Prophets hang on 
these two commandments.”   

(Mathew 22:37-40) 
Realizing that these are familiar verses, 

we’ll avoid detailed exegesis and take just 
a moment for a quick review. There were 
two differing schools of thought among 
the Jewish religious leaders. One favored 
detailed definitions of various aspects of 
the Law. Their thinking led to more and 
more rules to be observed in order to 
remain righteous. Those in the other camp 
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were reductionists. They favored keeping 
things simple. The question that Jesus 
answers here likely grew out of the 
ongoing debate between the two camps. 

Jesus’ response was very simple and 
probably pleased the reductionists. Love 
God and love others. Often our exegesis 
of this passage ends with verse 39. But we 
miss a very important teaching if we stop 
there. Look at verse 40. It says 

 All the Law and the Prophets hang 
on these two commandments. 

The Message3 puts it this way: “These 
two commands are pegs; everything in 
God's Law and the Prophets hangs from 
them.” 

T he implication is that if we simply 
love God and love our neighbor, we 

will automatically live out both the doctrinal 
truth so prevalent in the Law and the 
moral/ethical truth that makes up much of 

the teachings of the Prophets. Paul caught 
the truth of Christ’s teaching. In Galatians 
5:13-14 he advises the churches in 
Galatia: 

You, my brothers, were called  
to be free. But do not use your 
freedom to indulge the sinful 

nature; rather, serve one another  
in love. The entire law is summed 

up in a single command:  
“Love your neighbor as yourself.”  

(Galatians 5:13-14) 

N ow take a moment to familiarize 
yourself with Figure 2. Notice that 

we have given the Great Commandment 
priority position as the principle defining 
statement of relational truth. We have 
associated the “right belief” curb line with 
The Law and the “right behavior” curb 
line with the Prophets. The Law and the 
Prophets “hang” on the peg of the Great 
Commandment. 

Word Study  2-7 

Lesson  2 
Bible Essentials 

3  Eugene H. Petersen, The Message: The Bible in Contemporary Language, NAVPRESS, Colorado Springs, CO, 2002 

Doctrinal Truth or 
Right Belief 

Moral/Ethical Truth 
or Right Behavior 

The Law The Prophets 

The Great Commandments: Love God 
and Love Others 

Relational Truth or Right 
Relationships 

Figure 2: Hanging the Law and the Prophets 
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M ost experienced Bible teachers are 
also dedicated students. They 

diligently dig for historical, cultural, 
geographical, and linguistic information 
that can help them understand the inspired 
author’s intended meaning for his original 
audience. Because they “let the word of 
Christ dwell ... richly” in them, they know 
how to help others apply the Word in their 
daily lives (Col. 3:16). Most of our Casas 
teachers, like many in our congregation, are 
skilled in intellectually engaging doctrinal 
truths and moral/ethical truths. However, 
fewer are as able to successfully uncover 
and proclaim relational truths. The reason 
is quite simple. Most have not been taught 
to look at Scripture through the lens of 
relational truth. In addition, our western 
cul ture’s  emphas is  on  reason and 
scientific process discourages many from 
believing that an intimate relationship is 
either possible or desirable. 

Unlike doctrinal and behavioral truth, 
relational truth must be engaged through 
our emotions—not through our intellect. 
Don’t we nearly always describe relation-
ships using “feeling words?” Aren’t our 
most intimate relationships characterized 
by a kind of vulnerability that frees us to 
express our secret thoughts as well as the 
deeper feelings of our soul? Unless we can 
connect to the relational truth of Scripture, 
we miss the whole point of the prayer to 
become spiritual fathers and mothers. 

T his means that the words of God are 
intended to do more than to instruct 

us in what we should believe and how we 
should behave. There is more to spiritual 
maturity than believing the right things 
and rejecting immoral or unethical 
behaviors for the sake of living up to a 
higher moral or ethical standard. The 
words of God—the Bible—also help us 
know and love God and experience being 
known and loved by Him. In the same 
way, His words are given that we might be 
empowered to love both ourselves and 
others well. 

Love Is an Action Verb 

L et’s look at the Great Commandment 
again. 

[37] Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your mind.’  
[38] This is the first and greatest 

commandment. [39] And the second is 
like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  
[40] All the Law and the Prophets 

hang on these two commandments.”   
(Mathew 22:37-40) 

Note that in both verses 37 and 39, love 
is an action verb. In both instances the 
Greek word for love is a)gaph/sei$(  
agapeéseis, a derivative of a)gapa/w agapao. 
The word’s noun form is more familiar to 
most: a)ga/ph agapé  (ag-ah'-pay). 

A gapé (and its related words) carries 
meaning that extends beyond what 

is sometimes implied by our English word 
love.  Often it is defined in church jargon 
as “unconditional love.” While this term is 
correct, it is very incomplete. So, let’s delve 
into some of the deeper aspects of agapé. 

First, agapé always values the beloved 
(the one being loved). At the very least, 
agapé love recognizes the beloved, even 
when a stranger or an enemy, as a human 
being—created by God with intrinsic 
value. In our contemporary environment, 
this is an idea that stands in stark contrast 
against certain predators and terrorists 
who seem to place little or no value on 
human life. Of course, the more intimate 
the relationship, the deeper the esteem. 

Next, agapé focuses its attention squarely 
upon the need of the beloved and gives, 
often sacrificially, from its resources to 
meet that need. John 3:16 illustrates this 
principle well. Remember, “For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only 
son….” Our loving Heavenly Father, 
being aware of our desperate spiritual 
need, sacrificially gave His Son to meet 
our need for a Savior! 

Third, we say that agapé is benevolent. 
It gives, demanding nothing in return. In 
this sense it is “unconditional.” The story 
of the Good Samaritan clearly illustrates 
this aspect of agapé (see Luke 10:30-37.) 
For this reason the King James Version of 
the Bible often renders agapé as charity. 

Finally, we can say that agapé love 
implies commitment at some level. For 

2-8  Word Study 

Lesson  2 
Bible Essentials 
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example, we are instructed in verse 39 of 
the Great Commandment to love our 
neighbor (near ones) as ourself. The idea 
is simple. Most of us are committed to 
seeing to it that our own needs are met. 
When we are hungry, we find food to eat. 
When we are thirsty, we find something to 
drink. We are committed to making 
certain that our needs are satisfied. We 
simply are to be as committed to meeting 
the needs of our near ones as we are to 
meeting our own needs. This is exactly 
what the Apostle Paul means when he 
says, “In this same way, husbands ought to 
love their wives as their own bodies. He who 
loves his wife loves himself” (Eph. 5:28). 
He is saying, Husband, be as committed to 
meeting your wife’s needs as you are 
committed to satisfying your needs. 

Loving God Means  
Caring for Others 

T here is one final concept that must 
be explored before we conclude this 

lesson. That one is brought to the forefront 
when we read verse 37 of the Great 
Commandment: “Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.” The problem 
with which we are confronted is this: 

I am told to love God with great 
intensity and commitment. To love 
Him means that I am to sacrificially 
give to Him to meet His needs. But 

how can an all powerful, all 
knowing, totally sufficient God 

have need of anything? And if He 
does need, what in the world can I 

give him that could possibly be 
helpful or meaningful to Him? 

F rankly, I think that is the quandary 
that Peter was in when he was 

talking with Jesus on the beach just prior 
to the Ascension. The account is found in 
John 21:15-17. Let me use a loose paraphrase 
to illustrate Peter’s situation. Essentially, 
Jesus is saying, Peter, do you agapé me? 
or Peter, are you willing to sacrificially 
give to meet my needs? Peter thinks, What 
needs could the resurrected Lord have that 
I could commit to meeting? What is He 
really asking me? So Peter replies using a 

totally different word (also rendered love 
in English) saying, “Lord, you know that I 
phileo (have great affection for) you. Jesus 
replied, “Feed my sheep.” 

If I ask you what Jesus wanted Peter to 
do, you would answer that He wanted 
Peter to shepherd His followers who 
wou ld  be  l e f t  on  Ear th  a f t e r  t he 
Ascension. And you would be correct. 
With this answer you have correctly 
identified the moral/ethical behavior that 
Christ required of Peter. However, I think 
that  i f  we s top there ,  we miss  an 
opportunity to delve into an important 
relational truth: 

Christ is deeply concerned for His 
followers whom He will leave on 

Earth after His Ascension, because 
He is aware of their ongoing needs. 
He wants Peter to empathize with 

His compassion for the sheep and to 
respond to Christ’s concern by 

sacrificially caring for those about 
whom He is concerned. 

I believe this is true because of the way 
Jesus questioned Peter: “Peter, do you 
agape me?” For whatever reason—and 
there could be many—Peter missed 
hearing Jesus’ heart. We know that he 
honored Christ’s request to become the 
shepherd of His flock. We know, too, that 
Peter eventually understood Jesus’ heart 
for His sheep, which motivated His 
request of “the fisherman” (1 Pet. 5:1-7). 
The conclusion we must make is this: God 
has given us the written Word not only 
that we might know what to believe and 
how to behave toward Him and others, but 
also that we might know Him and His 
compassionate heart for us. 

L et’s close with this reflection 
question: What emotions are stirred 

in your heart as you realize that God longs 
for intimate relationship with you, and 
seeing your need for Him, gave you His 
more-precious-than-fine-gold, God-breathed, 
flawless, trustworthy, written Word, that 
by it you might be drawn into deeper 
fellowship with Him? As you experience 
these feelings, what response to Him do 
you want to make? Tell Him about it. 
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The Authority of the Bible4 

A ny approach to the subject of 
biblical authority must begin with 

God Himself. For in Him all authority is 
finally located. And He is His own 
authority, for there is nothing outside Him 
on which His authority is founded. Thus, 
in making His promise to Abraham, He 
pledged His own name since He had no 
greater name by whom to swear (Heb. 
6:13). This authority of God is, then, the 
authority of what God is. But what God is, 
is made known in His self-disclosure, 
since only in His revelation can God be 
known. Revelation is therefore the key to 
God’s  au thor i ty,  so  tha t  the two, 
revelation and authority, may be regarded 
as two sides of the same reality. In 
revelation God declares His authority. 

The authority of the Bible is established 
by its own claims. It is the word of God. 
Such declarations as “Thus says the Lord,” 
or its equivalent, occur so frequently in 
the Old Testament that it can be asserted 
confidently that the whole account is 
dominated by the claim. The New 
Testament writers also refer to these 
Scriptures as having God for their source. 
In the New Testament itself, both Christ 
and the gospel are spoken of as “the word 
of God” and so demonstrate the fact that 
the tie between the two is a vital and 
necessary one. Specifically, the gospel in 
its central content and many aspects, 
through the action of the Holy Spirit, was 
brought into written form by Christ’s 
appointees and is God’s authoritative 
word for the church and in the world. Both 
testaments therefore belong together under 
the one designation, “the word of God.” 
As God’s word, the Bible consequently 
carries in itself God’s authority. 

It is the Scripture of Truth. In the Old 
Testament the Hebrew word 'emet, 'emet 
rendered “truth” in the Authorized 
Version  and  frequent ly t ranslated 
“faithfulness” in the Revised Standard 
Version (e.g., Deut. 32:4; Ps. 108:4; Hos. 
2:20), is constantly predicated of God. 
God as true is absolutely faithful (cf. Ps. 
117:2), and this absolute faithfulness of 
God assures His complete trustworthiness. 
This truthfulness of God passes over as an 
attribute of what God is in Himself to 
characterize all His works (cf. Ps. 57:3) 
and especially His Word. Thus is His 
Word both true and faithful (cf. Ps. 
119:89). 

In  the  New Testament  the  word 
aleetheia has the same fundamental 
meaning of genuineness and truthfulness 
as opposed to what is false and unreliable. 
So God is both true (1 John 5:20; John 
3:33; 7:28; 8:26; 17:3; 1 Thess. 1:9) and 
truthful (Rom. 3:7; 15:8, etc.). And as God 
is, so too is His word. His word is truth 
(John 17:17). The gospel is presented with 
truthful words (2 Cor. 6:7; cf. Col. 1:5; 
James 1:18,) and the truth of the gospel 
(Gal 2:5) is identical with the truth of God 
(Rom. 3:7). 

The Bible is, then, the book of God’s 
truth; and such truth is, as the Westminster 
Catechism says, “infallible truth.” As it is 
wholly trustworthy regarding its truth, so 
must it be wholly reliable regarding its 
facts. And because it is both, it is our 
divine authority in all things that pertain to 
life and godliness. 

The Inspired Word of God5 

In 2 Peter 1:19-21 we read that “no 
prophecy of Scripture came about by the 
prophet’s own interpretation. For prophecy 

COMMENTARY 

2-10 Commentary 

4 H. D. McDonald, writing in Evangelical Dictionary of Theology. Copyright © 1984 by Baker Books. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. 

5 Nigel M. de S. Cameron, writing in Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology. Copyright © 1996 by Baker Books. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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never had its origin in the will of man, but 
men spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit.” The scope of 
prophecy here is uncertain: It may refer 
simply to the corpus of the writing 
prophets, or more broadly to the historical 
books of the Old Testament…or, indeed to 
the whole Old Testament. Certainly it 
speaks precisely of the divine origin of 
that portion of Scripture to which it refers, 
and of the role of the Holy Spirit in 
“carrying along” the human writers, such 
that the “word of the prophets” may be 
“made more certain” (1:19). 

…It is in the course of conveying 
teaching on every other subject that 
Scripture also teaches about itself. It is 
important to note that texts like 2 Timothy 
3:16 and 2 Peter 1:19-21 are not isolated 
statements but articulate a doctrine taught 
throughout Holy Scripture. What is 
recorded in Scripture comes from God; 
the very recording has taken place under a 
divine superintendence. 

Substantial portions of the Pentateuch 
are directly attributed to God. The plainest 
passage is Exodus 20, in which the Ten 
Commandments are recorded…. The 
context of these laws written by the finger 
of God is the mass of legislation in 
Exodus ,  Levi t icus ,  Numbers ,  and 
Deuteronomy, in which the constant 
reiteration of “The Lord said to Moses” 
culminates in Deuteronomy 31:9: “So 
Moses wrote down this law and gave it to 
the priests...and to all the elders of Israel.” 

The  prophet ic  books  of  the  Old 
Testament are largely composed of 

extended passages placed by the writer in 
the mouth of God. “The word of the Lord 
came to me, saying...” is the constant 
refrain of the writing prophets. 

Second Timothy 3:16 and 2 Peter 1:21 
indicate a settled view of Scripture on the 
part of the church, which the Gospels 
demonstrate was in harmony with the 
teaching of Jesus himself. The Gospel 
pages are peppered with his question 
“Have you not read...?” and Jesus’ 
confident assertion, “It is written...” (that 
is, “The Bible says...”). That the incarnate 
Son of God should treat the Old Testament 
in this fashion offers the strongest possible 
endorsement of the divine inspiration of 
Holy Scripture 

When Jesus promised the Holy Spirit to 
the disciples, he told them that they would 
be led by the Spirit “into all truth” (John 
16:13). By analogy with the Old Testament, 
we might anticipate that the Spirit would 
ensure a further canonical record of the 
work of God in Christ. And we are not 
mistaken…. As early as the later New 
Testament documents themselves, there is 
a recognition of this process. In 2 Peter 
3:16 we read that Paul’s “letters contain 
some things that are hard to understand, 
which ignorant and unstable people 
distort, as they do the other Scriptures.” 
Already, within the pages of the New 
Testament, Paul’s letters are accorded the 
status of Scripture, setting the pattern for 
the recognition of all the books of the 
second Testament  as  inspired and 
therefore canonical for the church of Jesus 
Christ. 
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2-12 Lesson Plan 

STEP ONE: GETTING 
READY TO LEARN  
(5 MINUTES) 

♦ Refer your students to the “Shipshape?” 
exercise on their Lesson Notes. Ask, 
“Other than the obvious ‘Will it float?’ 
what other things would you want to 
know about the ship?” 

♦ Lead them to make a few notes for 
themselves and then compare notes 
with 2-3 people nearby. (If your class 
is seated at tables so that group sizes 
are larger, skip the individual notes 
and have them brainstorm together.) 

♦ Just for fun, ask how many included 
“Who’s cooking and what are we 
eating?” near the top of their lists. 

♦ Transition statement: “Trusting the 
Bible to get us to our eternal destination 
is a lot like taking a transatlantic trip 
by boat. You want to know that it has 
all the essentials to get you to where 
you want to go! Today’s lesson will 
present Bible essentials that give us 
confidence for our journey.” 

STEP TWO: WHEN 
BELIEVERS GIVE THE 
BIBLE ITS RIGHTFUL 
PLACE OF AUTHORITY 
IN THEIR LIVES, THEY 
INTIMATELY EXPERIENCE 
ITS AUTHOR IN LIFE-
CHANGING WAYS  
(5 MINUTES) 

♦ Introduce progressively deeper ways 
o f  in t e r ac t i ng  wi th  Sc r ip tur e : 
textbook, travel guide, sacred and 
alive, intimate conversation with the 
Author (see preface to Studying the 
Word (p. 2-2) . 

Focal Scriptures: 

♦ Psalm 19:7-11 

♦ 2 Timothy 3:10-17 

♦ Matthew 22:37-40 

Maturity Insights Covered in 
This Lesson: 

♦ Maturity Insight 4: When Believers 
Give the Bible Its Rightful Place of 
Authority in Their  Lives, They 
Intimately Experience Its Author in 
Life-Changing Ways 

Teaching Goals: 

♦ Learn: Department members eagerly 
welcome the foundational role the 
Bible plays in the pursuit of spiritual 
maturity 

♦ Learn: Department members learn the 
three purposes of truth and how those 
purposes relate one to the other 

♦ Experience: Department members 
have an opportunity to identify the 
attributes of Scripture that are most 
meaningful to them, declare those 
attributes, and offer thanksgiving to 
God for His gift of Scripture to them  

Before Class Begins: 

♦ Distribute handouts by placing them on 
chairs or tables, or by asking someone to 
give them to everyone as they arrive. 

♦ On your board/chart, write the points 
and blanks from Lesson Notes, to 
fill in as you teach. Leave room to 
draw Figures 1 and 2 as you teach 
those concepts. 

♦ Optional: Recruit someone to read 
from The Message in Step 5. 

LESSON PLAN 

RESOURCES 
NEEDED: 

♦ 2-sided copies of 
Lesson Notes / 
Take-Home pages 

♦ Pencils or pens for 
each person 

♦ Dry erase markers 
and marker board 
or felt tip markers 
and a flip chart  

♦ Optional: A copy 
of The Message 
for use in Step 5. 

TIME FRAME:  

♦ 45 minutes 

NOTE:  

♦ The  icon marks 
passages shown on 
Lesson Notes.  
As you present 
each step, have 
someone read 
these aloud. 
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♦ Share a personal example of your own 
growth into more intimate relationship 
with God’s Word. 

♦ Ask someone to read Psalm 19:7-11 
(AMP) aloud. Have your students 
underline key phrases listed on pages 
2-2—2-3 as you comment on each. 

STEP THREE:  
THE BIBLE IS OUR 
SOURCE OF 
AUTHORITY AND 
STANDARD OF TRUTH 
(5 MINUTES) 

♦ Remember that many in your class 
may come from backgrounds that 
gave inadequate authority to God’s 
Word. First, overview the significance 
of the standard of Scripture for  our 
personal belief and behavior as well as 
for our interpersonal relationships. 

♦ Our Sole Source of Authority: Present 
the meaning of the phrase authority of 
Scripture; the evidence of its authority 
in both Old and New Testaments; and 
the importance of allowing Scripture 
to take priority over any other teaching 
on beliefs, behavior, and relationships. 
Explain Casas’ reliance totally upon 
Scripture as our authority in matters of 
doctrine and behavior.  

♦ Our Standard of Truth: Stress the 
difference between true and truth as 
well as the flawless nature of God and 
His words. As you teach, tell how you 
have applied and experienced the 
reality of Scripture. 

STEP FOUR: SCRIPTURE 
IS USEFUL AND 
REVEALS THREE 
PURPOSES OF TRUTH 
(10 MINUTES) 

♦ Watch your timing so that you don’t 
shortchange yourself on Steps 5 and 6.  

♦ As you teach 2 Timothy 3:10-17, 
paint a poignant verbal picture of the 
aging Apostle’s personal interest in 
encouraging his “true son in the 
faith” (1 Tim. 1:2). As you detail this 
section, once again have your class-
mates underline the key words in the 
passage. As you mention each word, 
define it by completing the blanks in 
Lesson Notes.  

♦ Three Purposes of Biblical Truth: 
Draw the elements of Figure 1 on your 
board/chart as you teach each purpose. 
(As you prepare to teach, practice 
drawing the chart as you think through 
each purpose of truth, so that your 
presentation flows comfortably.) 

STEP FIVE: HANG THE 
LAW AND THE 
PROPHETS ON THE 
PEG OF THE GREAT 
COMMANDMENT 
(15 MINUTES) 

♦ Ask someone to read Matthew 22:37-
40 aloud. Briefly overview the two 
schools of thought that the Jews were 
debating: more rules vs. simplicity. 

♦ As you reiterate verse 40, fill in Law 
and Prophets for Lesson Notes.   

♦ Read or have a volunteer read verse 
40 from The Message translation. 

♦ Once again, practice drawing Figure 2 
so that you can draw it fluently as you 
teach this crucial truth. 

♦ If you struggle to connect emotionally 
with Scripture, feel free to admit your 
struggle to your classmates. (This 
probably is no secret to those who 
readily connect to the relational aspect 
of Scripture!) Your confession will  
demonstrate relational Christianity, 
and your vulnerability will encourage 
your classmates to admit their own 
challenges and to encourage you as 
well as one another. 
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♦ Love Is an Action Verb: As you 
teach  each  of  the  four  deeper 
meanings of agapé, fill in the blanks 
for Lesson Notes.  

♦ Loving God Means Caring for 
Others: Be aware that the spiritual 
children in your group will struggle 
with a dozen reasons why they cannot 
invest their time in ministering to 
others. To encourage them to stretch 
their boundaries into this area, share 
with them how the Lord has blessed 
you as you have served. Communicate 
the joy, the energy, the sheer wonder 
of being God’s instrument to convey 
His love to others. Celebrate Jesus’ 
restoration of Peter—entrusting His 
lambs to this one who had denied 
Him, but then had grown immensely 
through lessons learned in the midst of 
his own failure. 

STEP SIX: CLOSING 
MEDITATION 
(5MINUTES) 

♦ Ask your classmates to revisit Psalm 
19:7-11 on their handouts. Invite them 
to participate in a responsive reading  
of the Psalm as you read the first part 

of a statement and they respond with 
the rest. For example: You say, “The 
law of the Lord is perfect,” and they 
complete the statement with “reviving 
t he  soul .”  As  you reach  “The 
Ordinances of the Lord,” have them 
read the balance of the passage in 
unison with you. Then ask them to 
spend a few minutes focusing on the 
attributes of Scripture which are most 
meaningful to them, and offering a 
private prayer of thanksgiving to God 
for His gift of Scripture to them. 

♦ Optional: If your classmates are 
comfortable speaking forth praises, 
invite them all to bow their heads and 
offer their private prayers, while some 
take turns calling forth their favorite 
attributes and prayers of thanksgiving. 

♦ Close with a prayer of thanksgiving 
for those attributes of Scripture which 
are most meaningful to you—or pray 
each statement in Psalm 19:7-11 as a 
statement of attribute followed by 
thanksgiving for the truth it conveys. 

♦ Call attention to Daily Reflections 
on the back of their handout. 

♦ Invite everyone back for next week’s 
lesson: Knowing the Real God. 
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Lesson Notes 

Lesson  2 
Bible Essentials 

Today’s Scriptures 
Psalm 19:7-11: The law of the LORD is 
perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the 
LORD are trustworthy, making wise the 
simple. The precepts of the LORD are right, 
giving joy to the heart. The commands of 
the LORD are radiant, giving light to the 
eyes.  The fear of the LORD is pure, 
enduring forever. The ordinances of the 
LORD are sure and altogether righteous. 
They are more precious than gold, than 
much pure gold; they are sweeter than 
honey, than honey from the comb. By them 
is your servant warned; in keeping them 
there is great reward.  

2 Timothy 3:10-17: You, however, know 
all about my teaching, my way of life, my 
purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, 
persecutions, sufferings — what kinds of 
things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium 
and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet 
the Lord rescued me from all of them. In 
fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life 
in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil 
men and impostors will go from bad to 
worse, deceiving and being deceived. But as 
for you, continue in what you have learned 
and have become convinced of, because you 
know those from whom you learned it, and 
how from infancy you have known the holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise 
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful 
for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, so that the man of 
God may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work.  

Matthew 22:37-40: Jesus replied: “‘Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 
This is the first and greatest commandment. 
And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the 
Prophets hang on these two commandments.”   

Next Week’s Lesson:  
Knowing the Real God 

MATURITY INSIGHT 4:  
When believers give the Bible its rightful place of 
_____________________ in their lives, they intimately 
experience its ___________________ in life-changing ways. 

The Bible is… 
♦ Our sole source of ____________________ 
♦ Our standard of _________________ 

Scripture is useful and reveals three purposes of truth… 
♦ Teaching (helping us know what we should _____________ 

about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, mankind, the church, 
salvation, Satan, etc.) 

♦ Rebuking (helping us identify ___________ in our lives) 
♦ Correcting and training in righteousness 

( __________________ us, nurturing us) 
♦ Doctrinal truth (right ___________________) 
♦ Moral/ethical truth (right ___________________) 
♦ Relational truth (right ___________________) 

Hang the ____________ and the ________________  
on the peg of the Great Commandment! 

♦ Love is an action that _________________ the beloved; 
focuses its attention upon the ______________ of the 
beloved; gives, demanding ________________ in return;  
and implies ____________________ at some level 

♦ Loving God means ______________ for ________________ 

Shipshape? 
Imagine that you are planning to take a voyage 

by private boat from the East Coast of the United 
States across the Atlantic to Europe.  

What would you want to know about that boat 
before you set sail?  
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Take-Home 

Lesson  2 

Daily Reflections 
Monday: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work 
(2 Tim. 3:16-17 ). 

What does knowing that God was so personally involved in breathing or spiriting Scripture 
suggest to you about His heart for you? Take time to thank Him for occasions when His written 
Word has taught you, rebuked and corrected you, or nurtured you into right relationship. 
 

Tuesday: The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are 
trustworthy, making wise the simple. The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. 
The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes. The fear of the LORD is pure, 
enduring forever. The ordinances of the LORD are sure and altogether righteous. They are more 
precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb. 
By them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward (Ps. 19:7-11). 

When you consider words and phrases like reviving the soul, giving joy, giving understanding and 
light, sure and righteous, what emotions or feelings do you personally associate with the Bible? Is it 
more precious to you than fine gold? Take time to tell the Lord how you value His Word. 
 

Wednesday: Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone 
who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 
and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man 
who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting 
what he has heard, but doing it — he will be blessed in what he does (James 1:22-25). 

You may think of the Word as having power. You take time to study it. But how much authority 
does it have in your life? Have you ascribed to it as an authority like you would assign to His Word 
spoken to you in face-to-face conversation? Speak to Him about being both a hearer and doer of the 
Word. 
 

Thursday: Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments”   
(Matt. 22:37-40). 

Reflect on what peg you have hung right belief and right moral/ethical behavior. Have either had a 
higher priority to you than loving God or loving your near ones? What does it do to your heart to 
know that He so highly values your expressions of love for Him and others? What response does 
such a thought inspire in you? 
 

Friday: You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful 
nature; rather, serve one another in love. The entire law is summed up in a single command: “Love 
your neighbor as yourself” (Gal. 5:13-14). 

Freedom. Freedom to serve. Freedom to serve in love. What do you think about having a choice to 
indulge yourself or serve another in love? Is there a “near one” that you sense the Holy Spirit 
prompting you to serve in love? If you sense such prompting, tell Him how you plan to respond to 
His instruction. 
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