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10 
GETTING READY TO TEACH 

T his lesson is the logical follow-up for our previous lesson. It extends beyond the idea of 
submitting to God’s processing away of our fallenness to the ever-present problem of the 

apparent inconsistency in the proposition that an all-loving God could permit suffering. 

In STUDYING THE WORD TOGETHER, Roger develops a theodicy1 that addresses suffering and 
suffering’s natural precedent—evil. He does so within the framework pf a Biblical worldview. Before 
outlining a Biblical worldview, he defines the term and describes a few non-biblical worldviews. 

I am certain that this will be new territory for some in your department, but most will find it 
interesting. Many will find that it broadens their understanding of how those from other religions can 
come to very different conclusions about God’s existence and nature, despite the fact that their 
worldviews are based upon answers to the same question set as that used by many evangelical 
Christians. 

From his outline of a Biblical worldview, Roger clearly establishes the sources of suffering: 
♦ Christians suffer the consequences of their own sin and the sin of others 
♦ Satan causes suffering through his schemes to deceive and destroy 
♦ Some suffering is due to the fact that we live in a created world order that has gone awry 
♦ Suffering can be the result of God’s discipline in our lives 

He then gives us five questions that we all can use to put our own suffering into a truly Biblical 
perspective. He illustrates the use of the questions with accounts both from his experiences as a pastor 
and those of a father of a dying child. 

Personally, I have found this set of questions of great value in working my way through my own 
painful life events. They are a very practical and reasonable application of some heavy Scriptural 
principles. 

L ike the lesson on pride and brokenness, this lesson will lead your members to a place of 
personal reflection and questioning. When Roger teaches this lesson in his spiritual growth 

classes, he usually gets some resistance from students who are not quite ready to accept that an all-
loving and omnipotent God can be Who He is and still allow suffering to exist. Roger always handles 
this by encouraging them to base their understanding of God and suffering on the truth of Scripture 
rather than their personal imaginations of who God should be and how He should behave. 

I pray that God will give you His Spirit to teach this lesson without unnecessary complexity and 
with real clarity. May He go before you to prepare the hearts of those you teach to receive the truth of 
His Word and to humbly live under it. 

1  Refer to COMMENTARY for additional information. 
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STUDYING THE WORD TOGETHER 
Roger Barrier 

W hen I was thirteen, I had open heart surgery. The doctors diagnosed Atrial-Septal 
Defect—a hole between the upper chambers (atria) of my heart. The day before 

my operation the surgeon took me to see the heart-lung machine that would keep me alive 
while my heart was stopped. The machine had not yet been cleaned from prior use. I felt 
sick, especially as the surgeon explained the inner workings of the machine and how it 
would attach to my body. 

As we returned to my hospital room he carefully reviewed the risks of surgery. He said, 
“I want you to know that we have come a long way toward perfecting this surgery. The 
odds are nineteen out of twenty that everything will be fine.” 

The next morning I felt cold steel on my bottom as I rolled off the warm sheets of the 
gurney and onto the operating table. I prayed, “Well, Lord, there are nineteen chances out 
of twenty that I will wake up here on earth. There is one chance that I will wake up in 
Heaven. Either is fine with me.” Eight hours later I woke up in Hell. 

Hell was really an oxygen tent—the kind where the oxygen is boiled off in a hot little 
bottle by the patient’s right ear. Not only was I hot, but I also was thirsty. I begged the 
ICU nurse for an ice chip—just a drop of water. “Not now,” she said. “Not until later.” 

Morphine did not dent the searing pain. What do you think of in moments like this? I 
thought about Jesus. I prayed, “Oh God, I don’t want to waste this experience. What are 
you saying to me in this agony?” Then a blessed thought entered my mind: “I wonder if 
this is a little like what Jesus was feeling when He died on the cross? Lord, never let me 
forget the pain of this moment.” The next thing I knew my pastor was leaning over the 
oxygen tent praying for me. 

Five days later I left ICU. Not long afterward my surgeon came in and gently sat on the 
edge of my bed. “I wanted to be the first to tell you,” he said. “I asked your parents not to 
mention this, but we made a mistake. There was no hole. I held your heart in the palm of 
my hand and looked hard to find something wrong. But there was nothing wrong. You 
have a perfect heart. I am sorry.” 

Incidentally, many people were praying for my healing. Two weeks before the actual 
surgery I dreamed that God had healed me. I told my mother about the dream, but we did 
not ask for another exam before surgery. That is another story, for another time. 

A t the very forefront of my mind loomed the age-old, problematic question: If God 
is all-loving and all-powerful, how and why does He allow such horrible pain to 

come to anyone—especially to one of His beloved children? Today, I might posit the 
question differently: How do you reconcile the apparent theological conflict between an 
all-loving, all-powerful God and the undeniable suffering experienced by God-created 
humanity? At thirteen, a part of an embryonic worldview concerning God and suffering 
was taking shape in my heart and soul. 

However the question is asked, every Christian must answer it in light of the clear 
teaching of Scripture. The apparent conflict must be settled. Otherwise, the resulting 
doubt and mistrust will keep the believer from enjoying a deeply intimate relationship 
with God, through Christ. 

Lesson  10 
God and Suffering 
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A  worldview is composed of the 
cultural, philosophical, moral, 

ethical, and religious lenses through which 
experienced events are perceived and 
interpreted. Christian researcher and writer 
George Barna describes worldview as the 
mental and emotional filters in place in 
every person that allow him/her to make 
decisions. He says, “Our moment-to-
moment decisions are shaped by the 
worldview that we have adopted, adapted, 
and applied over the course of time, often 
without realizing that we are dependent 
upon such a framework for decision-
making. … Without a worldview, we’d be 
incapable of making the hundreds of 
decisions we make each day because 
every option would seem just as appealing 
as every other.”2 

A worldview usually attempts to answer 
four to seven philosophical/theological 
questions. Writing for Focus Over Fifty, 
Tracy Munsil poses these:3 

♦ Is there a god and what is he like? 

♦ What is the nature and origin of the 
universe? 

♦ What is the nature and origin of man? 

♦ What happens to a man after death? 

♦ What is the basis of ethics and morality? 

♦ What is the meaning of human 
history? 

Nearly every worldview is based upon a 
similar list. Our personal answers to such 
questions form the basis for our perception 
of why and how things happen, as well as 
our interpretation of and responses to life 
events. 

Non-Biblical Worldviews 

B arna identifies several worldviews.4 

Each is built around premises, 
assumptions, or tenets. Each seeks to 
address questions similar to those listed 
above. You may recognize some of the 
following: 
♦ Deism: the Absent God. Believes that 

God exists and created the universe, 
but has abandoned the world, letting it 
run its own course. Morals and ethics 
are important, but because they are 
not anchored in an involved, pure 
God, relativism rules. (Voltaire, 
Locke, Einstein, Hawking) 

♦ Naturalism: What You See is What 
you Get. Delineated in the Humanist 
Manifesto; God does not exist. There 
is no creator of the cosmos and there 
are no interventions such as miracles. 
Matter and the universe have always 
existed. History and humans have no 
purpose. Human choices are driven by 
survival. (Russell, Marx) 

♦ Pantheism: Impersonal Divinity.  
Drawn largely from Eastern religions 
and philosophy; asserts that everyone 
is god; god is a grand unity of the 
universe rather than a spiritual being 
who is holy, powerful, loving, and 
creative. Pantheists seek to reach 
oneness with the universe. (Zen 
Buddhism, Hinduism, Transcendental 
Meditation, etc.) 

♦ New Age: Philosophical Syncretism. 
Draws elements from all of the above- 
mentioned worldviews and others not 
identified. Teaches that there is no 
transcendent god and no evil power to 
oppose divine power or humanity; the 
individual is held up as ultimate 
authority and is viewed as divine. As 
beings who can transcend time and 
space, people evolve to a higher level 

Maturity Insight 13: In Order 
to Experience Deeper Intimacy 
with God, We Must See 
Human Suffering through the 
Lens of a Biblical Worldview 

Lesson  10 
God and Suffering 

2 George Barna, Thinking Like Jesus: Make the Right Decision Every Time (Issachar Resources, Ventura, CA, 2003), 21 
3 Tracy Munsil, www.family.org/focusoverfifty/articles/a0016701 
4 Barna, pp. 47-55 
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of consciousness through a series of 
personal, mystical experiences. (Jung, 
Huxley, Heinlein, Castenada, etc.) 

♦ Post-modernism: Hyper-Individualism. 
Contends that there is no “meta-
narrative” or grand story that explains 
life and reality. Denial of a traditional 
worldview is the heart  of post-
modernist  view.  It  is  based on 
sociology rather than philosophy or 
theology; post-moderns believe that 
language is a social construct used to 
distort reality for personal purposes. 
Because a person’s story is personal, 
it cannot be challenged, but it cannot 
be extended to society in a way that 
represents a greater truth than that 
which it relates for the individual: “It 
may be true for you, but it is not true 
for me.” Personal experience becomes 
a relative truth that substitutes for 
absolute truth—which by definition 
cannot exist. 

Our Biblical Worldview 

O bviously, a Biblical worldview 
seeks answers from Scripture to 

questions like those previously listed. One 
holding a Biblical worldview believes that 
the Bible is the inspired, inerrant Word of 
God and that it speaks truth concerning all 
that it addresses. The following list is very 
incomplete. It serves in a limited way for 
illustration only. But it suggests a few 
critical tenets of our Biblical worldview: 
♦ God is Love; He is the triune, eternal, 

transcendent being who is omnipresent, 
omnipotent and omniscient. God can 
be known by man and He reveals 
Himself to those who earnestly seek 
intimacy with Him. God is caringly 
involved in the lives of His children 
and longs to form them into the image 
of His Son, Jesus 

♦ God created the heavens and the earth. 
Everything has its origin in His creation. 
Christ holds Creation together. 

♦ Man is created in the image of God. 
He is alone and has needs that are best 
met in the context of authentic commu-
nity or relationship with others like 
himself. Man is fallen (naturally sinful) 
and needs a Savior. Man was led into 
his fallen state by Satan and continues 
to be evilly influenced by him. 

♦ The man who has trusted Christ for 
salvation by faith and faith alone 
enjoys eternal relationship with God. 
Unregenerate man is eternally separated 
from God. 

♦ The commandments and instructions 
of Scripture serve to provide the 
foundation for the Christian’s morality 
and ethics. 

♦ History is the story of God’s caring 
involvement in the lives of His 
people. 

♦ Satan is a spiritual being who, in 
opposition to God, reigns with power 
in this present age. While he cannot 
possess or own believers, he schemes 
to demonize them and to neutralize 
their witness and ministry. 

Understanding Suffering in 
Light of Our Biblical Worldview 

W hile my daughter Jessie was still 
alive, the theological/philosophical 

problem of suffering occasionally teased 
my thinking. However, most of my 
conscious thoughts dealt with the hard-
pressing practicalities of caring for my 
wife and dying child. But after her death,5 
I again was forced by God’s providence to 
agonizingly plumb the depths of this 
thorny issue. 

This time (the first was at age 13) I had 
a bit more maturity and experience. I had 
learned that many people fall into the trap 
of rejecting the God of the Bible because of 
a worldview based upon flawed logic. 
They use  a  syl logism which runs 
something like this: 

Lesson  10 
God and Suffering 

5  See “Jessie’s Story” in Lesson 1, pp. 1-7—1-8. 
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♦ Premise: An all-loving and all-powerful 
God would never allow suffering in 
the world. 

♦ Observation: Suffering occurs in the 
world. 

♦ Conclusion: Therefore, God is neither 
all-loving nor all-powerful. 

The problem with their logic is that the 
initial premise is faulty. Therefore, their 
conclusion is wrong.  

A more accurate syllogism based upon a 
Biblical worldview might be stated this 
way: 

♦ Premise: While God is all powerful, 
He chooses to limit his power. He (for 
whatever reason) permits Satan to 
exercise his power to wreak pain and 
havoc in our world. 

♦ Observation: Suffering occurs in the 
world. 

♦ Conclusion: Some of the suffering in 
the world exists because of Satan’s 
schemes. 

T here are several similar, logical, 
Biblically-based reasoning patterns 

that can be postulated. For example, the 
Biblical worldview declares that God is 
all-loving, but gives man freedom to 
accept or reject His love; therefore 
unregenerate man, operating out of his 
sinful nature, causes others to suffer. The 
Biblical worldview also declares that God 
is all-powerful, but suffering occurs 
because (for whatever reason) the world is 
now in the hands of a powerful evil one. 
Paul revealed that “The god of this age 
has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so 
that they cannot see the light of the 
gospel...” (2 Cor. 4:3-6). The Biblical 
worldview recognizes that Satan has much 
God-allowed power with which he wreaks 
pain and havoc in our present world. 

The definitive understanding of Satan’s 
role was revealed in the third temptation 
of Christ as recorded in Matthew 4:8-10: 

  Again, the devil took him to a  
very high mountain and showed 

him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their splendor. “All this I will 

give you,” he said, “if you will  
bow down and worship me.” 

Jesus said to him, “Away from me, 
Satan! For it is written:  

‘Worship the Lord your God,  
and serve him only.’” 

Notice that Jesus did not counter Satan 
by saying, “You are lying to me. You 
don’t have all the kingdoms of the world 
to give!” Satan was not making an idle 
boast. The kingdoms of the world were his 
to give! 

I know you may be thinking, “I don’t 
believe that is the way it is. I believe that 
God is more in control than that!” 

I f this idea is shocking to you, I am 
sorry. But the Bible declares that the 

Kingdom of God is not now on earth. This 
is why Jesus told us to pray, “your kingdom 
come, your will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven” (Matt. 6:10). His Kingdom has 
not yet fully arrived on earth. The new 
Jerusalem6 has not yet been established 
here. The Book of Revelation declares that 
Satan currently holds the title deed to the 
Earth—and only Jesus is worthy to get it 
back. When the eschatological prophesy 
of the Book of Revelation is fulfilled, we 
will not have to contend with suffering. 
Then things will work as we now wish 
they would, but not yet. 

In the meantime, we must accept the 
reality of this part of our Biblical worldview. 
We dare not conceive some alternative 
worldview that imagines the world working 
in a more personally preferable way. An 
improper worldview will only bring 
disappointment in God when things do not 
work out the way we think they should. So 
let’s get this truth straight in our thinking. 

Lesson  10 
God and Suffering 

6  See Revelation 21-22. 
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According to the Biblical worldview: 
♦ Our earth is not now God’s world. It 

is flawed as a result of the Fall and too 
often in the controlling hands of the 
evil one. 

♦ Christ followers are in a battle to push 
back the darkness. We long for the 
coming of Christ to retake His world 
and cast out sin and evil, so that our 
world will once again be the place He 
designed it to be. 

♦ Until then, we face evil and injustice 
and pain and trials and sufferings. We 
experience the consequences of our 
own sin and that of a world fallen into 
sin. We are instructed by Scripture not 
to blame God for the troubles we 
encounter ( James 1:2-12; Prov. 
3:11-12; Heb. 12:5-6). Our fight is 
not against Him ( Eph. 6:10-17). 

♦ We personally battle the evil one. The 
world experiences the consequences 
of his power, as well as his influence 
both over believers and over not-yet-
believers.  

H ave I just devalued the love and 
power of God? No! He is all-

loving and all-powerful. Love that does 
not give freedom of response is not truly 
love. Therefore, because He is Love, He 
chooses to limit the imposition of His 
power upon humanity. Within the ability 
to choose love lies the freedom to choose 
sin and its consequences. Because we live 
in a fallen world, we suffer the consequences 
of fallen people. Because we are fallen—
not yet perfect—we suffer the consequence 
of our own sin. Others suffer the pain of 
our sin. We suffer the consequence of other 
people’s sin, too. 

Too many of us want a God who fixes 
everything now. If He does not, we tend to 
get angry with Him or even doubt His 
existence. When we accept the Biblical 
worldview, we will not struggle with the 
character of God as we wrestle with the 
issues of sin, evil, and suffering. These are 
all part of this life and will continue to be 
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so until Christ opens the seven seals (Rev. 
5) and retakes the title deed to His world. 

C onsidering such things gives us 
great incentive to rest in the hope 

inspired by Romans 8:28-29: 

 And we know that in all things  
God works for the good of those 
who love him, who have been 

called according to his purpose.  
For those God foreknew he also 

predestined to be conformed to the 
likeness of his Son, that he might be 
the firstborn among many brothers. 

As we endure the consequences of sin 
and the sufferings brought about by various 
trials or illnesses, we naturally will want 
to know in what manner He is working to 
manifest the image of Christ in us.  

Lesson  10 
God and Suffering 

Five Questions that Can Help 
Put Suffering into Perspective 

E arly in my ministry I put together a 
Biblical checklist to help find 

meaning when sicknesses or troubles 
come into life. I have refined it somewhat 
over the years, but it still revolves around 
five basic questions. These questions cover 
ninety-five percent of all the troubles and 
difficulties that we face in this life. Of 
course, there are other questions we might 
consider; but in the Biblical worldview, 
these five are basic. 

Question 1: Is This Trial or 
Sickness Simply the Result of 
the Fallen and Natural World 

Order in Which We Live? 

T he fall of Adam introduced sickness 
and death. The theology of Genesis 

3 explains why we have colds and cancer 
and bodies that falter. Sometimes it is time 
to be sick. Sometimes it is time to die. 
This is just how the fallen world is. God 
never guarantees anyone a set number of 
years. Some live to the ripe, old age of 
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eighty-five. Others fulfill their life destiny 
by the age of two. Sometimes the first 
question I want answered is, “Is this 
trouble or sickness unto death?” Let me 
illustrate how God has answered this 
prayer in two different ways 

Story 1: 
One of our Wycliffe Bible Translators 

went into anaphylactic shock after an 
insect bite. By the time he was airlifted 
to the hospital, the oxygen loss meant 
permanent brain damage and probable 
death. When I arrived to pray with the 
family, he was deep in a coma, the 
outcome in doubt. I remember praying 
for God’s wisdom. Deep in my spirit I 
sensed God tell me that this event was 
not unto death. So I prayed accordingly: 
“Lord, there is no reason for this to end 
in  death.  He needs to f inish his 
translation. He has children to rear. This 
is not the time to die. Heal him and 
make him well.” 

Several days later, the outlook still 
dismal, the family asked for our church 
elders to anoint him with oil and pray 
for his healing according to James 5: 14-
16. On Saturday afternoon, with his 
doctor’s permission, our church elders 
gathered around his bed in the intensive 
care unit. We anointed him with oil and 
prayed in faith for his healing. God had 
made it quite clear that this sickness was 
not unto death. Three hours later he was 
sitting up in bed eating—totally healed. 
Today, his children are raised and his 
translation is finished. 

Story 2: 
Late one night I made a run to the 

emergency room to pray for an elderly 
lady who was having a heart attack. We 
were long-time friends. Her husband 
recently had died after a long illness. As 
I bent over the gurney she whispered, 
“Roger, please pray for me to die. I miss 
Frank so much. I want to go on to Heaven 
and be with him.” 

The only other person I ever prayed 
for to die was Jessie, my baby daughter. 

I was deeply conflicted. Finally, I 
decided, Why not? She lived a long and 
full life. She missed her husband. If this 
was not her time, it probably was close 
to it. So I bowed my head and prayed 
for God to let her die. I opened my eyes 
and was shocked to find myself face to 
face with her doctor. He smiled and 
winked. He understood. He knew her 
time was near, too. 

O n a more personal note, I clearly 
remember asking God regarding 

baby Jessie, “Is this illness unto death?” 
He gently answered, “Yes.” His straight-
forward, gentle answer helped me prepare 
for the days ahead. It guided Julie and me 
in our decisions about Jessie’s care. 

Question 2: Is This Trial or 
Sickness a Punishment or a 
Discipline Because of Sin? 

S ometimes a difficult circumstance 
or a severe illness is a form of God’s 

discipline (reproof and correction, 2 Tim. 
2:2). Miriam, Uzziah, and Gehazi were all 
struck with leprosy because of their sins 
(Num. 12:1-15, 2 Chron. 21:16-21, 2 Kings 
5:26-27). King Herod was killed by God 
because of his pride (Acts 12:23). Jesus 
said to the man at the Pool of Siloam, 
“Stop sinning or something worse may 
happen to you” (John 5:14). Ananias and 
Sapphira were struck down by the Holy 
Spirit for lying (Acts 5:1-10). 

Some experience sickness or tragedy as 
a direct result of their sin. The Bible is 
clear in teaching that there are times when 
we get out of line and God reproves us 
through a trial, providing opportunity for 
confession and repentance. 

Soberly, I pondered this question: “God, 
is Jessie’s sickness punishment for some 
sin I have committed?” I thought of my 
many sins. If God wanted to punish me 
with a dying daughter, He had plenty of 
justification. But as I prayed, I sensed the 
calm quiet voice of the Holy Spirit 
whisper from deep within, “No, this is not 
punishment for sin.” 

Word Study  10-7 
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Question 3: Is this Trial or 
Sickness a Result of a Spiritual 

Battle Going on Behind the 
Scenes in the Spirit Realm? 

J ob endured horrible tragedies and 
sickness. Why? He suffered because 

of a battle taking place behind the scenes 
in the spiritual realm. Job’s experience 
mirrored in the physical realm we live in, 
the ongoing struggle between God and 
Satan that continuously takes place in the 
spiritual realm. Let me tell you another 
story. 

Sara was suffering with endometriosis 
for which there is no known cure; only 
treatment for the pain and discomfort 
was available to her. During a counseling 
session, one of our church’s pastoral 
counselors, Marilyn, asked Sara, “How 
are you feeling?” 

“I am struggling with a lot of 
discouragement and pain.” 

Marilyn replied, “I feel impressed by 
the Holy Spirit to engage in spiritual 
warfare to break curses which seem to 
be placed against you.” Together they 
broke curses both named and unnamed. 
Soon, Sara began to feel a gentle warm 
sensation spreading across her abdomen. 
Ten days later she went to her surgeon 
for a follow-up appointment. 

“How are you?” 
“I don’t need to be here. My endome-

triosis is gone.” 
The surgeon chuckled and asked. 

“How is that possible?” 
Sara related her experience, but the 

surgeon did not believe her. “May I 
check?” she asked. The doctor then 
proceeded with an internal sonogram 
only to find absolutely no evidence of the 
disease which she had discovered some 
months earlier. “Uh, uh. It is not here,” 
she exclaimed. “I don’t know how this 
happened. I have no explanation.” 
“I already explained to you how it 

happened,” Sara said. 

After canceling through prayer the 
curses spoken against her, Sara never again 
experienced pain or exhibited evidence of 
endometriosis. Sara’s sickness had a 
spiritual warfare component. Similarly, in 
my inner spirit I asked God if we were 
fighting a spiritual battle over Jessie. I 
deeply sensed God assuring me that we 
were not caught up in such warfare. 

Question 4: Is This Trial  
or Sickness Designed  
to Bring God Glory? 

I n John 9:2-3, before Jesus healed a 
man born blind, His disciples asked 

Him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 

parents, that he was born blind?” 

“Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned,” said Jesus.  

Instead, filled with compassion, He 
continued, “but this happened so that the  
work of God might be displayed in his life.” 

Of course, Jesus received much glory 
from the subsequent healing. God can get 
glory from delivering us from a trial or 
illness. In fact, Psalm 50 declared that 
when God does a remarkable miracle, the 
proper response is to tell all about it in the 
sanctuary of the Lord. He is thus glorified 
in the retelling of the testimony. 

God also can get much glory from the 
way we respond to suffering. When those 
under trial murmur, complain, gripe, and 
get angry at God, there is not much glory 
anywhere. But let those same people live 
out Philippians 4:10-13 and be content in 
every circumstance because Jesus Christ is 
pouring in the power, there is glory 
everywhere. 

I n  m y  o w n  c a s e  a s  I  q u i e t l y 
considered the fourth question. I 

prayed deep in my inner human spirit, 
“Lord, is the purpose of Jessie’s sickness 
so that You can receive glory?” Very 
quietly, I heard Him reply, “Yes, this is 
for my glory. None of this is in vain.” 

10-8 Word Study 
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Question 5: Is This Trial  
or Sickness Designed  

to Refine and Mature Me  
to Be More Like Christ? 

Sometimes God uses difficulties to 
process spiritual children into Christlike 
maturity. Job was engaged in the refining 
process when he declared: “But he knows 
the way that I take; when he has tested 
me, I will come forth as gold” (Job 23:10). 

Y ears later, as I was praying through 
our situation with baby Jessie, the 

answer to the fifth question was clear-cut. 
Deep in my innermost spirit I heard the 
Holy Spirit saying, “Don’t get angry; 
don’t lose heart; and don’t miss a single 
lesson. I am doing refining work. Nothing 
is out of control.” I could live with that. I 
have often thought, I would never have 
chosen to father a dying baby (who 
would?). But I would not have missed the 
experience for the world. 

As I related in Lesson 1, as the months 
dragged by I heard God softly say to my 
innermost spirit, “Roger, do you know 
how much it hurts to have a little baby 
who cannot grow up physically?” 

I responded to Him, “Oh, yes. Yes, God, 
this really hurts.” 

Then, God said, “Roger, I gave you this 
child so that you might have a tiny little 
taste of how I feel when one of my born-
again children refuses to grow up.” 

A s you know by now, the journey 
wi th  God throughout  Julie’s 

pregnancy and Jessie’s illness and death has 
had a significant impact upon me and upon 
my ministry. God used his “hammer and 
wedges” to surface much fallenness that 
needed to be chipped away. He carefully 
guided my understanding of the process of 
spiritual growth so that I could more 
effectively help others to deeper levels of 
intimacy with Him. 

As a result, for over thirty-five years I 
have encouraged followers of Christ to 
become spiritual mothers or fathers at any 
price. This is one prayer God guarantees 
to answer. This is one prayer we will never 
regret. Not only do we discover the joy of 

spiritual parenthood; we also discover in 
the midst of our suffering, an interactive 
experience of deep intimacy with God 
Himself. 

Word Study  10-9 

Lesson  10 
God and Suffering 

A Summary Reflection 

Let’s summarize some key thoughts. 
♦ Some suffering is the result of living 

in a fallen world. We endure the 
consequences of both our sin and the 
sin of others. 

♦ Some suffering is the result of God’s 
loving discipline in our lives. A loving 
parent disciplines his/her child out of 
love, even though the discipline may 
be painful for a while. 

♦ Some suffering is the result of spiritual 
battles taking place in spiritual realms. 

♦ Some suffering is designed to glorify 
Christ (clearly reveal the essence of 
His nature and character to us and to 
others). 

♦ For reasons known only to Him, God 
allows suffering, but He does not 
abandon us in our pain. The intimacy 
of walking through the trial with Him 
results in our becoming more authentic 
image bearers of Christ. 

♦ We can seek God in prayer for 
wisdom and understanding regarding 
our trials and He responds to us. 

M ay I now raise some questions for 
your meditation? Is your worldview 

a Biblical one or of another variety? Can 
you see in a fallen world how suffering is 
viewed as part of the natural course of life 
and not God’s fault? 

Now let’s get personal. Can you think of 
difficulties in your life that God intended 
to use to spiritually mature you? Did He 
accomplish His purpose? Are you more, or 
less, like Christ as a result of the experience? 

Pause for a moment and ask God to do 
His processing work in your life—to make 
you a more authentic image bearer of 
Christ. I don’t suppose life could be any 
better than that! 
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Theodicy7 

T heodicy (from theos, “God,” and 
dikee, “justice”) is a term used to 

refer to attempts to “justify” or explain the 
ways of God to man. A successful 
theodicy resolves the problem of evil for a 
theological system and demonstrates that 
God is all-powerful, all-loving, and just, 
despite evil’s existence. 

Six basic points are relevant to the 
nature of a theodicy. 

(1) A theodicy is a response to a 
problem of the logical consistency of a 
theological position. Most attacks on 
theistic systems charge that their key 
theological claims, e.g., God is omnipotent, 
God is all-loving, and evil exists in a world 
created by God, taken together are self-
contradictory. 

(2) A successful theodicy must be 
relevant to the problem of evil it addresses, 
and there are many variations: moral evil, 
physical evil, the problem of an individual's 
relation to God in view of experiencing 
specific evil, as well as problems of the 
degree and intensity of evil. 

(3) A theodicy must be relevant to the 
specific theology it addresses, and not all 
theologies, even within the sphere of 
orthodox Christian theism, hold identical 
positions concerning God and evil. Each 
theological position incorporates a particular 
concept of divine benevolence, divine 
power, the nature of evil, and the nature of 
free human action. 

(4) The problem of evil in its various 
forms is always a problem of logical 
consistency, and as such is intellectually 
interesting only for theologies that 
incorporate a notion of God's omnipotence 
according to which he may do any 

logically consistent thing. 
(5) Most theodicies (and systems of 

ethics in general) adopt a particular axiom 
with regard to moral agency and moral 
blameworthiness; viz., that a person is not 
morally responsible for that which he 
cannot do or which he does under constraint 
or compulsion. 

(6) The pattern of most theodicies is 
indicated by the preceding principles. 
They attempt to resolve the apparent 
contradiction by arguing that God, in spite 
of his omnipotence, cannot remove evil. 
Since he cannot remove evil, he is not 
morally responsible for its presence in the 
world. Such an argument rests on the 
concept of God's omnipotence according 
to which God can do only the logically 
consistent. The strategy is to specify 
something that God does accomplish—a 
value of the first order—which he could 
not do if he were to remove evil. The free 
will defender argues, e.g., that God cannot 
accomplish two ends simultaneously— 
give man free will and remove evil— 
without contradicting his intentions to do 
one or the other. Since God cannot do 
both simultaneously, he is not guilty of the 
evil present in the world, for no moral 
agent is guilty for failing to do that which 
he could not do. 

The theodicist using the free will 
defense begins by pointing out that God is 
not the cause of evil in the world; the 
abuse of human free will is. Then, the 
question is whether God is not guilty for 
giving man free will when he knew that 
man could abuse it to commit evil. The 
answer is no. Free will is a value of the 
highest order, which God should have 
given. However, God is not the one who 

COMMENTARY 

10-10 Commentary 

Lesson  10 
God and Suffering 

7 Abridged, J. S. FEINBERG writing in the Evangelical Dictionary of Theology. Copyright © 1984 by Baker Books. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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uses such free will to commit evil; man 
does, so man is responsible for evil. 
Moreover, God is still good for giving 
man something which he could, and in 
fact did, abuse because a world in which 
there are significantly free beings (even 
though they produce evil) is a far better 
world than one that contains no evil but is 
populated by automatons. In other words, 
God cannot both create significantly free 
beings and make it the case that they 
always freely do good. On the free will 
defender's account of free human action, if 
God makes it the case that man does 
anything, man cannot do it  freely. 
Genuine free will, then, involves evil, but 
God is justified in what he did, for free 
will is a good that far overbalances any 
evil produced by the use of such a will. 

Note that (1) if the free will defender is 
granted his concepts of God, evil, and free 
human action (and he must be, given the 
nature of a problem of evil), he can 
answer his problem of evil. His system is 
internally consistent. He has proved that 
this world is one of those good possible 
worlds God could have created. (2) The 
theodicy follows the basic strategy outlined 
previously. The free will defender holds to 
divine omnipotence, but argues that it 
means God can do whatever is logically 
consistent. The free will defender then 
argues that God was faced with two 
choices,  neither of which could be 
actualized simultaneously with the other. 
God had the choice of either making man 
free or removing evil. He chose the former, 
and the good produced by such a choice 
far overbalances the evil man can and 
does produce with free will. God is not to 
be blamed for the evil that results from 
man’s fallen nature. 

Suffering8 

S uffering is  defined as agony, 
affliction, or distress; intense pain 

or sorrow. Suffering has been part of the 
human experience since man's fall into sin 
(Gen 3). The Psalms, one-third of which 
are laments, include graphic descriptions 
of suffering (Ps. 22). The theme of the 
Book of Job is the problem of suffering 
and why God permits the righteous to 
suffer. 

The Bible makes it clear that some 
suffering is the result of evil action or sin 
in the world. This type of suffering came 
upon man after the FALL in the Garden of 
Eden (Gen. 3:16-19). But some suffering 
is not related to the past. It is forward-
looking in that it serves to shape and 
refine God's children (1 Pet. 1:6-7; 5:10). 
The Book of Hebrews declares that Jesus 
learned obedience by the things which He 
suffered (Heb. 5:8), and that He was 
perfected through suffering (Heb. 2:10). 
Suffering has the potential of demonstrating 
God's power (2 Cor. 12:7). Those who 
suffer are in a position to comfort others 
(2 Cor. 1:3-6). 

Suffering also helps believers to identify 
with Christ, which is more than suffering 
for Christ. Through persecution and 
tortures, people have suffered for the sake 
of Christ and His kingdom (Phil. 1:29;  
2 Thess. 1:5; 2 Tim. 3:12). To suffer with 
Christ, however, is another matter. Paul 
speaks of the “fellowship of His [Christ’s] 
sufferings” (Phil. 3:10). Believers share in 
the suffering of Christ in the sense that 
through suffering they identify with 
Christ. To be a disciple involves suffering 
like the Master. Christ as Lord and His 
believers as disciples are bonded even 
fur ther  through the  experience  of 
suffering. 

Commentary 10-11 

Lesson  10 
God and Suffering 

8 From Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright © 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers) 
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10-12 Lesson Plan 

STEP ONE: GETTING 
READY TO LEARN  
(5-8* MINUTES) 

♦ Divide your class into groups of 5-6 
for the “Non-Biblical Worldviews” 
exercise on Lesson Notes. Let them 
know that it’s okay to be clueless —
but to make their best guesses. After 4 
minutes, give them the correct letters. 
Lead in a round of applause for the 
group with the most correct answers. 

Key: 1=e, 2=c; 3=a, 4=b, 5=d 
♦ *Optional: Use colored slips of paper to 

place people randomly into discussion 
groups. (See left margin for advance 
preparation instructions.) 

♦ Transition Statement: Our worldview 
forms the framework for our beliefs 
and actions. We’ll learn today how 
our worldview affects our belief in 
God and our response to suffering. 

STEP TWO: IN ORDER TO 
EXPERIENCE DEEPER 
INTIMACY WITH GOD, 
WE MUST SEE HUMAN 
SUFFERING THROUGH 
T H E  L E N S  O F  A 
BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW 
(15 MINUTES) 

♦ Summarize Roger’s frightening and 
painful experience with open heart 
surgery (p. 10-2). Pose the questions 
he asked at age 13; how he has refined 
the question as an adult; and the 
importance of answering the question 
from an accurate view of Scripture. 

Focal Scriptures: 

♦ Matthew 4:8-10 
♦ James 1:2-4, 12 
♦ Hebrews 12:5-6 
♦ Ephesians 6:10-13 
♦ Romans 8:28-29  

Maturity Insights Covered in 
This Lesson: 

♦ Maturity Insight 13: In Order to 
Experience Deeper Intimacy with 
God, We Must See Human Suffering 
through the Lens of a Biblical 
Worldview  

Teaching Goals: 

♦ Learn:  Compare their  personal 
w o r l d v i e w  w i t h  t h e  B i b l i c a l 
worldview, particularly as it relates to 
suffering 

♦ Learn: Five questions that they may 
ask of God to bring perspective to the 
suffering they personally go through 

♦ Experience: Celebrate the truth that all 
things, including a loving God’s 
discipline, work together to mold us to 
the image of Christ (Heb. 12:5-6 and 
Rom. 8:28-29). 

Before Class Begins: 

♦ Place Lesson Notes / Take-Home page 
on chairs or tables. 

♦ Optional: Hang colored sheets of 
paper around the room for use in Step 
One. Place colored slips with Lesson 
Notes on chairs or tables. 

♦ Write statements on board/chart to use 
to fill in blanks on Lesson Notes. 

LESSON PLAN 
RESOURCES 
NEEDED: 

♦ 2-sided copies of 
Lesson Notes / 
Take-Home pages 

♦ Pencils or pens for 
each person 

♦ Dry erase markers 
and marker board or 
felt tip markers and 
a flip chart  

TIME FRAME:  

♦ 45 minutes 

OPTIONAL: 

♦ Advance Prep: 
Divide the number 
who attend—plus a 
few—by 5 to deter-
mine how many colors 
you’ll need. Stack 
paper, one sheet of each 
color; cut into 6 parts; 
restack, maintaining 
color sequence. Put 
papers in sequence on 
chairs or tables. At 
time to start, ask every-
one to take their color 
and Lesson Notes, and 
move to that color 
(which you have hung 
around the room).  

NOTE:  
♦ The  icon marks 

passages shown on 
Lesson Notes. 
As you present each 
step, have someone 
read these aloud. 

Lesson  10 
God and Suffering 

*Allow 8 minutes for Step One with the colored 
paper option; adjust your time in another step. 
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♦ Help your classmates understand the 
importance of our worldview, using 
the quotes from Barna and Munsil. 

♦ Non-Biblical Worldviews: Since we 
played with these views in Step One, 
you may overview them briefly. 

♦ Our Biblical Worldview: Cover the 
bulleted points, but don’t linger. Use 
the majority of your time in this step 
explaining the next section. 

♦ Understanding Suffering in Light of 
Our Biblical Worldview: Realize 
that many of your classmates may use 
flawed logic in their view of suffering; 
explain the two syllogisms that Roger 
contrasts (p. 10-5).  

Ask questions designed to encourage 
your classmates to discover truths for 
themselves. For example, ask, “Can 
God be all-loving and all-powerful 
and yet allow suffering in the world?” 
Allow a few responses before offering 
your explanation. 

If your class includes some who are 
analytical and/or somewhat skeptical, 
delve a bit deeper with the logic 
regarding theodicy presented in 
COMMENTARY. (pp. 10-10—10-11). 

Carefully walk through the logic and 
foundational Scriptures of the balance 
of this section. It answers questions 
not only for spiritual children and 
young men and women in your class, 
but also for not-yet-believers and 
skeptics. 

S T E P  T H R E E : F I V E 
QUESTIONS THAT CAN 
HELP PUT SUFFERING 
I N T O  P E R S P E C T I V E 
(18 MINUTES) 

♦ You’ll have just under 4 minutes to 
pose each question and explain how it 
may be answered in light of Scripture. 
Illustrate each with Roger’s stories or 

substitute stories from your own 
experience.  As you teach each 
question, fill in the blank on your 
marker board or flip chart.  

If  someone in your class has a 
compelling testimony of God’s grace 
in the midst of suffering, contact him/
her in advance. Ask the person to 
share his/her story —and carefully set 
and monitor the time allowed. 

Be aware that some of these questions 
will be painful for those who have lost 
a loved one or are going through some 
other trial. They may have lots of 
concerns—particularly in situations 
that may be punishment or discipline 
issues. Be especially sensitive to their 
needs. Offer one-on-one encouragement 
to any who are potentially in crisis. 
Give your department caregivers a 
heads-up before class, to be prepared 
to give extra comfort to any in need. 

As you present Question 5, share a 
personal example of how God has 
blessed you or a close friend or family 
member not only with His presence in 
the midst of a trial, but also with the 
growth that occurred as a result of it.  

If times permits, form groups of 3-4 
people’ ask them to share with each 
other a personal experience of their 
own or of a loved one, where they can 
see God’s refining and maturing hand 
in the trial they endured. 

STEP FOUR: A SUMMARY 
REFLECTION (7 MINUTES) 

♦ Roger has made the closing of this 
lesson easy for us. First take a couple 
of minutes to present the summary of 
key thoughts that he lists. 

♦ Close with Roger’s meditation, which 
begins,  “May I now raise some 
questions…” on page 10-9. Read 
each question; comment as appropriate. 
Allow your students to process their 
response before continuing.  

Lesson Plan 10-13 

Lesson  10 
God and Suffering 
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♦ If your classmates share a good level 
of vulnerability, ask them to join 
together with 2-3 other people to pray 
for one another. (If you formed discus-
sion groups of 3-4 in the last step, use 
the same groups.) Instruct them to 
pray for each other, for God’s refining 
work through the trials—past, present, 
and future—that they will go through. 

♦ If any in your class are uncomfortable 
praying together, omit the previous 

step. Ask them to internally process 
the prayer Roger describes. 

♦ Close with a prayer for yourself and 
your classmates. Celebrate the fact 
that even the hardest things in life 
become treasures in the long run, 
because God will use them for our 
good—and make us more like Jesus.  

♦ Invite everyone to return for next 
week’s lesson: Cultivating the 
Inner Spirit. 

10-14 Lesson Plan 

Lesson  10 
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Lesson Notes 

Lesson  10 
God and Suffering 

Today’s Scriptures 
Matthew 4:8-10: Again, the devil took him to a 
very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendor. “All 
this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow 
down and worship me.”  

Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! 
For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
and serve him only.’”  

James 1:2-4, 12: Consider it pure joy, my 
brothers, whenever you face trials of many 
kinds, because you know that the testing of 
your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance 
must finish its work so that you may be mature 
and complete, not lacking anything. … Blessed 
is the man who perseveres under trial, because 
when he has stood the test, he will receive the 
crown of life that God has promised to those 
who love him.  

Hebrews 12:5-6: And you have forgotten that 
word of encouragement that addresses you as 
sons: “My son, do not make light of the Lord's 
discipline, and do not lose heart when he 
rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines those 
he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts 
as a son.”   

Ephesians 6:10-13: Finally, be strong in the 
Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full 
armor of God so that you can take your stand 
against the devil's schemes. For our struggle is 
not against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 
Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that 
when the day of evil comes, you may be able to 
stand your ground, and after you have done 
everything, to stand.  

Romans 8:28-29: And we know that in all 
things God works for the good of those who 
love him, who have been called according to his 
purpose. For those God foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the likeness of 
his Son, that he might be the firstborn among 
many brothers. 

Next Week’s Lesson:  
Cultivating the Inner Spirit 

MATURITY INSIGHT 13: 
In order to experience deeper intimacy with God, we must 
see human ___________________ through the lens of a 
Biblical _______________________. 

Understanding the importance of worldview: 
♦ Non-biblical worldviews 

♦ Our Biblical worldview 

♦ Understanding suffering in light of our Biblical worldview 

Five questions that can help put suffering into perspective:  
Ask, is this trial or sickness 

1. ...simply the _______________ of the fallen and natural 
world order in which we live? 

2. ...punishment or a discipline because of ___________?  

3. ...a result of a __________________ battle going on behind 
the scenes in the spirit realm? 

4. ...designed to bring God _________________? 

5. ...designed to refine and mature me to be ___________ like 
________________? 

___1. Deism 
___2. Naturalism 
___3. Pantheism 
___4. New Age 
___5. Post- 

modernism 

a. Everyone is god; god is a grand unity of the universe; 
people seek to reach oneness with the universe. 

b. There is no transcendent god nor evil power; individuals 
are divine and the ultimate authority; people mystically 
evolve to a higher-level of consciousness. 

c. God does not exist. Matter and the universe have always 
existed. Human choices are driven by survival. 

d. Personal experience is a relative truth that substitutes for 
absolute truth—which by definition cannot exist. “It may 
be true for you, but not for me.”  

e. God exists and created the universe, but has abandoned 
the world. Morals and ethics are important, but are 
determined by relativism. 

Non-Biblical Worldviews 
Match worldviews at left with their descriptions at right; write their letters in the blanks. 
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Take-Home 

Lesson  10 

Daily Reflections 
Monday: Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their splendor. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship 
me.” Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and 
serve him only’” (Matt. 4:8-10). 

While reflecting upon this passage today, consider this idea: Christ is already ordained to rule all 
the kingdoms of the earth (Rev. 21:1-4). Here Satan seemingly is offering to give Jesus immediately 
what He will otherwise have eternally; however, if Jesus does it Satan’s way, He avoids suffering a 
horrible death on the cross. How tempting for the God-man. But what might the real cost be? 
Simple. Jesus must give up His eternal relationship with His Father for a less painful path. This is a 
proposed exchange of something temporal for something eternal. Quietly thank God for your eternal 
relationship with Him and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal any ways in which you are being tempted to 
exchange temporal things for eternal things. 

Tuesday: Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you 
know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that 
you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask 
God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. But when he asks, 
he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by 
the wind. That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded 
man, unstable in all he does (James 1:2-8). 

In this passage James speaks of the value of persevering through trying circumstances. He 
promises that God liberally gives wisdom for making good decisions during trials, if we single-
mindedly ask. But what of the doubleminded man—the man who asks but is uncertain if he will act 
upon God’s revealed wisdom? Are you willing to submit to God in the midst of your trials? Are you 
willing to act upon His revealed wisdom for your circumstance? Be honest with Him as you pray. 

Wednesday: Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so 
that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms (Eph. 6:10-12). 

Today, resolve to be strong, relying upon the mighty power of God. Clothed in His armor, resist 
the devil’s schemes. After all, he is the real enemy. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal the evil one’s 
deceitful schemes operating in your life. Ask Him to teach you how to resist the enemy in His 
strength. Rejoice with Him over the victory that He brings.   

Thursday:  And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed 
to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers (Rom. 8:28-29). 

Thank God for comforting you, for strengthening you, and for forming you into more of His Son’s 
image, as you endure suffering in your life—regardless of its source.  

Friday: But he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I will come forth as gold (Job 
23:10). 

Sometimes God uses difficulties to process spiritual children into Christlike maturity. Job was 
engaged in the refining process when he made the above declaration. If you had been Job, would 
you have felt differently? Declare your belief that God will bring you through the refining process as 
pure gold. Thank Him for His faithfulness to you.  

God and Suffering 


