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TEACHER TO TEACHER 

M ore than a quarter of a century ago I made a threefold promise to myself that has guided my teaching 
since: 

1. I always will interpret Scripture in context to the best of my ability. 

2. I will teach so that my students always leave my class with a new idea that they can apply 
in their own lives; there always must be a “take-away” in the lesson. 

3. I will teach only those Biblical truths and/or principles that I personally have practiced and 
validated through my own experience. 

In the case of asking or praying in Jesus’ Name, I have practiced the principle and experienced the power of 
its promise most often in four different arenas: resisting Satan in my personal life, healing services, 
intercessory prayer meetings, and helping others gain freedom over demonic strongholds. I know without doubt 
that when I have witnessed someone healed or delivered from demonic influence, I have seen an expression of 
Christ’s authority and power miraculously manifested. I rarely am surprised by such an experience anymore 
but I am always awed. I truly believe that Christ intends for us to live and minister in His authority and power. 

I must confess to you that while preparing this lesson, I became convicted of tritely and inappropriately 
ending too many prayers with “in Jesus’ Name.” I am working at changing this habit. I personally want to 
develop the discipline of “asking and acting in Jesus’ Name” when I am doing things that are part of my 
mission as an individual believer and as a member of a “called out” church. When in prayer I am worshipping, 
expressing thanksgiving, and petitioning God for His blessing, I will seek to do so in humility and from my 
heart. Such things don’t really require God’s authority and power. I will end these kinds of prayers with a 
simple “amen.” 

A s you pray and prepare to present this lesson in your Bible Fellowship, I want to challenge you to 
consider a few questions: 

1. Do you personally know Christians who seem to function with high levels of spiritual 
authority and power? Who do you believe is their source authority and power? Why do you 
think they may posses such spiritual authority and power? 

2. How often do you ask God for things in Jesus’ Name? What are your expectations when 
you do so? 

3. Recall a time when you personally were resisting Satan or experienced ministering in the 
delegated authority and power of Christ. Consider sharing this experience when you present 
the lesson. 

 
I am excited that on a given Sunday in March 2006, approximately 1000 Bible Fellowship members will 

have opportunity to receive some fresh insight into “asking and acting in Jesus’ Name.” This lesson can have 
significant impact on individual lives and on our church. Be assured that I will be asking in the Name of Jesus 
that God will, through the Holy Spirit, anoint you for the ministering of the Word so that Christians will be 
empowered for advancing the Kingdom! 
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D r. Charles H. Kraft, professor at Fuller Theological Seminary, tells a story about 
sending his son off to college.1 

“Dad, would you put my name on your Visa card? I’m going off to college 
fifteen hundred miles away, and the car might break down. You wouldn’t want 
me stranded somewhere without being able to pay the bill, would you? I 
promise I won’t misuse it.” 

The words were those of my son Rick…. I knew that in addition to paying his 
tuition, my granting him this request made sense. My name would still appear 
first on the card as the one with ultimate responsibility. But Rick’s name 
would appear immediately under it, giving him authority to spend whatever 
the company would allow me by way of credit. 

When my son’s name was added to my credit card, he gained all the financial 
authority that my name would bring. At that time, my son’s name carried no 
authority since he had no credit with any financial institution. But with my 
name to back him, he would be able to handle almost any emergency that 
might confront him far from home. 

When I did this for my son, I made it clear that I expected him not to misuse 
the authority I was giving him…. To his credit, he never misused the privilege. 

This story sets the stage for our lesson on a foundational teaching regarding both prayer 
and ministry: Jesus delegates to us the authority to ask and act in His Name. The lesson 
has been prepared to help our Bible Fellowships better understand and apply key 
principles related to asking and acting in Jesus’ Name. As with the other lessons in this 
series, we rely primarily upon several Gospel accounts for instruction and insight. Let’s 
begin by looking to Christ for information regarding the source of His Authority. 

With authority and power he gives 
orders to evil spirits and they  

come out!” (Luke 4:36) 

The religious leaders from the Temple 
recognized and questioned His authority: 

Jesus entered the temple courts, and, 
while he was teaching, the chief priests 

and the elders of the people came to 
him. “By what authority are you doing 
these things?” they asked. “And who 

gave you this authority?”  
(Matthew 21:23) 

Authority and power  are closely 
connected in the Scriptures. The Greek 

THE AUTHORITY AND 
POWER OF CHRIST 

T hat Jesus taught and ministered 
wi th  au thor i ty and  power  is 

indisputable. Do you recall that people 
marveled at Christ’s authority and power? 

When Jesus had finished saying these 
things, the crowds were amazed at his 

teaching, because he taught as one who 
had authority, and not as their teachers 

of the law. (Matthew 7:28-29) 

All the people were amazed and said  
to each other, “What is this teaching? 

STUDYING THE WORD TOGETHER 

Asking and Acting in Jesus’ Name 
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1  Charles H. Kraft, I Give You Authority, copyright © 1997 by Charles H. Kraft and published by Chosen Books, a division 
of Baker Book House Co., Grand Rapids, MI, p. 34-35. 
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word most commonly used in the New 
Testament for authority is exousia (NT: 
1849). Its meaning evolved from it is 
lawful to the liberty of doing as one 
pleases to the ability or strength with 
which one is endued. It finally came to 
mean the right to exercise power  or the 
power of rule or government, or the power 
of one whose will and commands must be 
obeyed by others. 2 

Dunamis (NT: 1411) is the Greek word 
for power. It often is found in the Gospels, 
as well as in Paul’s writings. It is the 
routinely used word for power, might, 
strength, or force. In plural form it can 
refer to miracles as in Acts 2:22.3 

 The Source of Christ’s 
Authority 

I n the material that follows, we will 
see that Jesus’ authority flowed from 

His intimate Abba-Child or Father-Son 
relationship with God. His power was that 
of the Holy Spirit which He received at 
His baptism at the hands of John the 
Baptist. 
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went 

up out of the water. At that moment 
heaven was opened, and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove 

and lighting on him. And a voice from 
heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I 

love; with him I am well 
pleased.” (Matthew 3:16-17) 

In Philippians 2:6-8, Paul tells us 
something central to our understanding of 
the God-Man Jesus. 

[Jesus], being in very nature God, did 
not consider equality with God 

something to be grasped, but made 
Himself nothing, taking the very nature 

of a servant, being made in human 
likeness. And being found in 

appearance as a man, he humbled 
Himself and became obedient to death 

— even death on a cross!  
(Philippians 2:6-8) 

In His humanity, Jesus did not hold onto 
nor grasp His equality with God. Instead, 
He took on the very nature of an obedient 
servant—one who submitted to the 
authority over Him. 

 Jesus Attributed His 
Authority and Power  
to His Father 

J esus claimed no personal authority. 
Instead, He attributed His authority 

and power to God, His Father. Carefully 
read the verses below from Today’s 
English Version of the Bible. 

I can do nothing on my own authority; I 
judge only as God tells me, so my 

judgment is right, because I am not 
trying to do what I want, but only what 

he who sent me wants.  
(John 5:30 TEV) 

There are two things of which to take 
note in this verse. First, Jesus clearly says 
that He does nothing on His own. Second, 
He sees Himself as an ambassador sent to 
do only what God wants. Earlier in the 
same chapter, Jesus speaks to some who 
reprimanded Him for healing on the 
Sabbath, saying: 

So Jesus answered them, “I tell you the 
truth: the Son can do nothing on his 
own; he does only what he sees his 

Father doing. What the Father does, the 
Son also does. For the Father loves the 
Son and shows him all that he himself 

is doing.” (John 5:19-20a TEV) 

These two verses reveal several important 
points regarding Christ’s authority to 
minister. First, Jesus tells the religious 
leaders that He is operating out of the 
Father-Son relationship. He tells them He is 
the Son of God and acts not by His own 
personal authority, but under God’s authority. 

Asking and Acting in Jesus’ Name 

Lesson  4 

2 Adapted from Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, copyright © 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers. 
3 Kraft, p. 66-67  
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Next, He says that He does what He 
“sees” the Father doing. There is an 
interesting idiom in the Greek that is 
rendered “looking up to heaven.” It is 
used in the synoptic Gospels to describe 
Christ’s actions before passing the loaves 
and fishes to the disciples at the feeding of 
the 5000 (Matt 14:19, Mark 6:41, Luke 
9:16). Many linguistic scholars say that 
this phrase idiomatically meant “getting 
God’s perspective.” How interesting! 
Perhaps we can interpret Jesus’ use of 
“sees His Father doing” like this: “I get 
God’s perspective on what needs to be 
done and that is what I do.” 

Finally, Jesus tells those condemning 
Him why He is able to “see” or “perceive” 
what God is doing: the Father loves the 
Son. This verse is very telling. The Father 
loves the Son and shows Him what to do. 
The Son yields to the Father’s Will and 
obeys Him. In the context of their Abba-
Child relationship, the Father shows or 
reveals and the Son yields and obeys. 
Don’t miss this! The Son’s authority flows 
from the intimate relationship He has with 
His Father. 

 The Purpose of Authority 

L et’s look at one final verse before we 
move to the next key point. 

Father, the time has come. Glorify 
your Son, that your Son may glorify 
you. For you granted him authority 
over all people that he might give 
eternal life to all those you have 

given him. Now this is eternal life: 
that they may know you, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 

you have sent. (John 17:1-3) 

God, the Father,  granted the Son 
authority over all people for a purpose— 
that He might give eternal life—meaning 
that believers might know the only true 
God and Jesus whom the Father sent. 
Don’t forget this. We will come back to it 
later. 

JESUS GAVE AUTHORITY 
AND POWER TO HIS 

DISCIPLES 

D uring His  minis try,  Jesus at 
various times granted the Apostles 

and other disciples power and authority to 
minister on His behalf—in His Name. 
Look at the passages below. 

He called his twelve disciples to him 
and gave them authority to drive out 
evil spirits and to heal every disease 

and sickness. (Matthew 10:1) 

When Jesus had called the Twelve 
together, he gave them power and 

authority to drive out all demons and to 
cure diseases, and he sent them out to 

preach the kingdom of God and to heal 
the sick. (Luke 9:1-2) 

After this the Lord appointed seventy-
two others and sent them two by two 
ahead of him to every town and place 

where he was about to go. He told 
them…. “Heal the sick who are there 

and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God is 
near you.’”… The seventy-two returned 

with joy and said, “Lord, even the 
demons submit to us in your name.”… 

He replied…. “I have given you 
authority to trample on snakes and 
scorpions and to overcome all the 

power of the enemy; nothing will harm 
you. However, do not rejoice that the 

spirits submit to you, but rejoice  
that your names are written in 

heaven.” (Luke 10:1, 9, 17, 19-20) 

Chapters 13 through 17 of John’s Gospel 
record some of the details of the last 
several hours that Jesus spent with the 
disciples before His arrest. Through the 
events and conversations recorded in these 
five chapters, the Master imparts profound 
lessons that will help the Apostles, once 
they receive the Holy Spirit, to launch the 
Church. In a few of these passages Jesus 
instructs His disciples to ask and act in 
His Name. Before we look at the first of 
these passages, let’s review some of the 

Asking and Acting in Jesus’ Name 
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immediately preceding events. 
While in the Upper Room, Jesus washed 

the disciples’ feet. He then told them to 
serve others as He had served them (John 
13:1-17). They shared the Passover Meal 
(Luke 22:14). Jesus introduced the New 
Covenant by telling them that His Body 
would be given for them and that His 
blood would be shed for them (Luke 
22:19-21). He predicted His betrayal by 
Judas (John 13:21) and Peter’s denial 
(John 13:38). He comforted them by 
promising that they would join Him where 
He is going (John 14:1-4). 

A little later He asked them to believe in 
Him, if not because of their relationship 
with Him, then because of the miracles 
they have witnessed. He said, 

I tell you the truth, anyone who has 
faith in me will do what I have been 
doing. He will do even greater things 
than these, because I am going to the 

Father. And I will do whatever you ask 
in my name, so that the Son may bring 
glory to the Father. You may ask me 

for anything in my name, and  
I will do it. (John 14:12-14) 

I can imagine that as Jesus spoke, the 
Apostles immediately recalled their 
favorite miracle that Christ had performed. 
And they heard Him say, all who have 
“faith in me will do what I have been 
doing!” There’s more. They “will do even 
greater things!” Here, Jesus tells the 
Apostles that they may in His Name ask to 
do anything that He miraculously has been 
doing and He will give them the authority 
and power to do it. They can ask to do 
even greater things and it will be done for 
them—in order that Jesus may glorify the 
Father. Everything He had done was 
always to glorify the Father. 

L ater in the evening, as they strolled 
through the vineyards on the terraces 

between the eastern wall of Jerusalem and 
the Kidron Valley, Jesus began to speak of 
His affection for the Eleven. 

I no longer call you servants, because a 
servant does not know his master’s 
business. Instead, I have called you 
friends, for everything that I learned 

from my Father I have made known to 
you. You did not choose me, but I 

chose you and appointed you to go and 
bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the 
Father will give you whatever you ask 

in my name. This is my command: 
Love each other. (John 15:15-17) 

The first observation we might make is 
that the relationship between Jesus and the 
Eleven (Judas already has left to betray 
Him) has changed. Instead of viewing 
them as servants (doúlos), He now 
affectionately calls them friends (phílos—
kin, close like brothers). This change has 
transpired because a deep relational 
intimacy has developed between Jesus and 
His men. The Apostles are now privileged 
to know (ginosko)4 what the Father has 
revealed to the Son and they are to yield to 
the revelation of God just as Christ has 
done (John 15:14). 

Next, see that they have been chosen 
and appointed for a purpose—to bear fruit 
that will last! Christ purposely was sent to 
earth by God. The Apostles are sent to 
bear fruit that will last. This “sending” 
later will be defined more clearly by the 
Great Commission (Matt 28:18-20). 

Finally, please look at the last sentence 
in the passage: “Love each other.” As 
Jesus had taught in the Lord’s Prayer, our 
relationships with others must be right if 
our relationship with Him is to be right. 
And earlier in the Discourse, Jesus had 
given the disciples a “new commandment” 
to love one another (John 13:34). We dare 
not ask to function with Christ’s authority 
—to ask anything in His Name—unless 
we are loving our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. 

Now connect the dots. The disciples 
have an intimate relationship with God. 
They have learned to pray to Him from 
the Abba-Child relationship. Christ has 

4 For a review of the definition of ginosko see The Prayer God Always Answers: Lord, Make Me A Spiritual Parent at Any 
Cost, copyright © 2005 by Casas Adobes Baptist Church, Tucson AZ, p. 1-10. 
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passed along to them what has been 
revealed to Him by God. They are being 
sent out to accomplish what Christ has 
ordained for them to do. They are Jesus’ 
ambassadors. They are willing to yield to 
Christ’s direction. That is the way they 
serve their Friend. They love each other as 
Jesus loved them. With firm faith in the 
Son, they now—and only now—can ask 
of the Father in the Name of Jesus. 

T h e  A p o s t l e s  h a v e  r e c e i v e d 
delegated authority from Christ to 

use power, but where does their power 
come from? You know the answer—the 
Holy Spirit. Just prior to His Ascension, 
Jesus said: 

I am going to send you what my Father 
has promised; but stay in the city until 

you have been clothed with power  
from on high. (Luke 24:49) 

Acts 2:1-4 tells the rest of the story. 
Forty days later they were filled with the 
Holy Spirit. 

When the day of Pentecost came,  
they were all together in one place. 

Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a 
violent wind came from heaven and 

filled the whole house where they were 
sitting. They saw what seemed to be 

tongues of fire that separated and came 
to rest on each of them. All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak in other tongues as the 
Spirit enabled them. (Acts 2:1-4) 

CHRISTIANS TODAY  
CAN ASK AND ACT IN 

JESUS’ NAME 

C hristians—you and I—can ask and 
act in Jesus’ Name. We can pray 

and minister with His authority and 
power. This is a bold assertion to make 
but we are safe in making it. We believe 
that what was true for the Apostles is true 
for Christ-followers today. The Word of 
God—His truth—transcends time. 

4-6 Word Study 

 The Source of Our Authority 
and Power as Christians 

T he Great Commission (Matt 28:18-
20) became marching orders for the 

Apostles as they set out to establish what 
would become the Church. 

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Therefore go and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely  

I am with you always, to the very end 
of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20) 

Jesus’ first sentence is very germane to 
our point: “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me.” God has 
restored to Christ all of the authority that 
was part of His original glory before the 
Incarnation. Paul associated this authority 
with the Name of Jesus: 

Therefore God exalted him to the 
highest place and gave him the name 
that is above every name, that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. (Philippians 2:9-11) 

Paul also gave us a clear picture of the 
church organized under Christ, the Head. 

…Christ is the head of the church, his 
body, of which he is the Savior.  

(Ephesians 5:23b) 

Along with the commission to build the 
church,  the Apost les  received the 
authority and power to get the job done. 
The Church still carries out its original 
mission under the headship of Christ: 
making disciples, welcoming them— 
through baptism—into the Body of Christ 
in the Name of the Triune God, then 
teaching them to obey everything that 
Christ taught and commanded. The same 

Asking and Acting in Jesus’ Name 
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Holy Spirit that empowered the Apostles 
indwells and empowers today both the 
fellowship of believers and her individual 
members. 

 Conclusions 

W e can now draw some conclusions 
about the Christian’s spiritual 

authority to pray and minister in Jesus’ 
Name. We have been given Jesus’ credit 
card. With it comes all of the authority 
and power necessary to carry out the 
ministries assigned to us as the Church 
and to each of us as we serve one another 
within the Will of God. Just as Dr. Kraft 
placed conditions and responsibilities 
upon his son Rick, there are requisites and 
responsibilities attached to our use of 
Jesus’ Name. 
1. INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP: The level 

of the believer’s spiritual authority 
and power is directly related to the 
level of intimacy between the believer 
and God. Is the believer a spiritual 
child, a young man or woman, or a 
spiritual mother or father? Spiritual 
parents, on the whole, have considerably 
more spiritual authority and power 
than spiritual children. 

2. FAITH: Christ told us that those who 
have faith in Him can “ask in His 
Name.”  Faith in His revealed nature, 
character, and personality is essential 
to receiving authority and power from 
Jesus. If we doubt Him or if we do not 
trust Him, authority and power will 
not be delegated to us. 

3. PURPOSE: It seems clear in Scripture 
that God delegated authority and 
power to Christ to enable Him to carry 
out His mission as Emmanuel—God 
with Us. Christ gave authority and 
power to the Apostles so that they 
would be able to carry out the Great 
Commission. We can ask for the 
authority and power necessary to do 
the work Christ has ordained for us to 
do. We may not ask for His authority 
and power to carry out our own agenda. 

4. LOOK TO HEAVEN: If we “look to 
heaven,” God will show us what He is 
doing so that we can join Him in the 
adventure. Of course this means that 
we must be practiced when it comes 
to distinguishing the “voice of God” 
from our own inner desires or Satan’s 
misdirection. 

5. YIELDED OBEDIENCE: Spiritual 
authority and power—the privilege of 
praying and ministering in Jesus’ 
Name—comes only to those who 
intentionally yield their personal will 
to His Will. We must follow His 
instructions and commands if we are 
going to be His ambassadors, working 
under the authority of His Name. 

6. LOVING RELATIONSHIPS: Christ 
reaffirmed for all what Christians 
h a v e  c o m e  t o  c a l l  t h e  G r e a t 
Commandments: “Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind…. 
Love your neighbor as yourself” (Matt 
22:37-39). Jesus also stressed the 
impor tance  of  hea l thy ,  lov ing 
relationships within the fellowship of 
believers: “A new command I give 
you: Love one another. As I have 
loved you, so you must love one 
another. By this all men will know 
that you are my disciples, if you love 
one  another”  (John 13:34-35) . 
Certainly the privilege of praying and 
ministering in the Name of Christ 
cannot be accomplished outside of the 
context of right relationships. 

APPLICATION IDEAS  
AND QUESTIONS 

E ach believer needs the authority and 
power of Christ to resist Satan. This 

is necessary because Satan has real power 
as “prince of this world” (John 14:30). 
Each must recognize who he/she is in 
Christ and act in the Name of Jesus to 
rebuke Satan’s attacks upon himself/
herself. While willpower and discipline 
may help us resist some temptations, the 

Word Study  4-7 
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authority and power of Christ is required 
to resist the devil (James 4:7; 1 Pet 5:8-9). 
Spiritual young men and women have 
learned to do this (1 John 2:13-14). 

It is a certainty that Satan does all he 
can do to slow and even stop the Church 
from fulfilling her mission to make 
disciples. But the Name of Jesus trumps 
the name of Satan every time. The Church 
needs the authority and power of Christ to 
carry out her mission. Jesus has promised 
to give us our requests as long as what we 
ask is for the purpose making “fruit that 
lasts” (John 15:16-17) and making 
“disciples of all nations” (Matt 28:19). We 
need the authority and power of Christ to 
make disciples, preach, teach, heal the 

sick, and deliver demonically oppressed 
believers. The Church and her members 
must ask, receive, and stand together in 
His Name (Philip 1:27-28). 

F inally, before we ask in His Name, 
perhaps we should think about the 

quality of our relationship with Jesus. Are 
there “sin debts” that need to be canceled 
(Matt 6:12)? Are there others we need to 
forgive (Matt 6:14-15)? Are we steadily 
growing toward spiritual maturity—toward 
becoming spiritual mothers and fathers (1 
John 2:12-14)?  Are  we becoming 
progressively more intimate with Him? 
Remember, Jesus said, “Now this is 
eternal life: that [you] may know...God, 
and...Christ...” (John 17:3). 

4-8  Word Study 
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 Authority1 

T he NT concept of authority (exousía 
NT: 1849) rests on three foundations. 

First, the power indicated is the power to 
decide. Second, this decision takes place 
in ordered relationships, all of which 
reflect God’s lordship. Third, as a divinely 
given authority to act, it  implies freedom 
for the community. 

1. Primarily, authority denotes the 
absolute possibility of action that is 
proper to God alone as the source of 
all power and legality (cf. Luke 12:5; 
Acts 1:7; Jude 25; Rom 9:21). 

2. God’s authority may be seen in the 
sphere of nature (Rev 14:18). Natural 
forces derive their power from God 
(Rev 6:8; 9:3, 10, 19; 16:9; 18:1). 

3. God’s will also encompasses Satan’s 
sphere of dominion (Acts 26:18; Col 
1:13). The final mystery of evil is not 
its power but the fact that this hostile 
power still may be encompassed by 
God’s overruling (Luke 4:6; Rev 13:5, 
7; Luke 22:53). 

4. In relation to Christ’s person and 
work, authority denotes the divinely 
given right and power to act along 
with the related freedom (Matt 28:18; 
Rev 12:10). This is a cosmic power 
but with a special human reference. 
The historical Jesus claims authority 
within the limits of His commission, 
e.g., to forgive sins (Mark 2:10), to 
expel demons (Mark 3:15), and to 
teach (Matt 7:29; Mark 11:28; Matt 
9:8; Luke 4:36).  This power is 

inseparable from the imminence of the 
kingdom; with the presence of Him 
who exercises it, the kingdom itself 
draws near. 

5. As regards the church, this derives its 
authority (or enablement) from Christ. 
Believers receive their right as such 
from Him (John 1:12; Rev 22:14). 
The Lord gives the Apostles their 
authority (2 Cor 10:8); hence they 
must use it responsibly (cf. Mark 
13:34; 1 Cor 9:4 ff.). But authority 
a l s o  m e a n s  f r e e d o m  f o r  t h e 
community (1 Cor 6:12; 8:9; 10:23). 
Authority was perhaps a slogan at 
Corinth, possibly on the basis of 
Paul’s own teaching about freedom 
from the law (cf. Rom 14:14). Some 
Christians found it hard to apply this 
in spheres where they might be 
implicated in paganism, whereas 
others were perhaps led into startling 
demonstrations of it (1 Cor 5:1 ff.). 
Paul radically upholds authority, but 
relates it to the two principles of what 
is  f it t ing and what is edifying. 
Authority, then, is not intrinsic 
autonomy, but freedom in God’s 
kingdom by faith, so that regard must 
be had for the perils that lurk in 
f r eedom and  fo r  t he  needs  o f 
neighbors. 

 Power2 

L ike all NT concepts, the NT concept 
of power receives its decisive impress 

from the fact of Christ. This fact is 
obviously linked with the OT view of the 
Messiah, who is consistently related to the 
strength of God. This strength is primarily 
kingly, but prophetic power also is 

COMMENTARY 

1 Adapted from Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (Abridged), copyright © 1985 by William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company. All rights reserved.) Edited and English words substituted for Greek to make reading easier. 

2  Ibid. Edited with English words substituted for Greek.  
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involved. The prophetic aspect achieves 
greater prominence in the NT.  Yet Christ 
is more than a prophet endowed with 
power; His whole being is a unique one 
that is peculiarly determined by the power 
of God. This comes to expression in the 
parallelism of the Holy Spirit and the 
power of the Most High in the story of the 
virgin conception. No attempt is made to 
describe the mode; the incarnation begins 
with a conception that transcends normal 
processes of generation. At the birth of 
Christ a special and unique act of power 
rightly gives Him the title Son of God. On 
this basis, Christ is the bearer of the 
special power of the Spirit in His ministry. 
As God’s essence is power, endowment 
with power is linked to the gift of the 
Spirit, and this gift confers on Christ His 
authority—an authority which He has the 
power to exercise in expelling demons or 
healing the sick (cf. Luke 5:17; 6:19; 
8:46). For this reason the witness of His 
disciples is that God anointed Jesus with 
the Holy Spirit and with power (Acts 
10:38). 

The works He does can also be called 
miracles. These works differ from similar 
acts of power in the contemporary world 
in three ways: 

1. They have no connection with magic. 

2. They are done by the Word, which is 
the word of the omnipotent God whose 
kingdom here enters history and 
overthrows the rule of hostile forces. 

3. They presuppose faith both in him who 
does the work and in those on whose 
behalf they are done, so that a personal 
relationship is demanded. In faith 
there is power—all things are possible. 
For in faith we share God’s rule. 

THE NAME OF JESUS3 

T he “name of Jesus” represented His 
“authority” and “power.” The 

gospel of salvation was to be preached “in 
His name,” by His authority, and as 
making it effectual (Luke 24:47); sinners 
were justified “through His name” (Acts 
10:43; 1 Cor 6:11); sins were forgiven 
“for His name’s sake” (1 John 2:12); men 
“called upon the name” of Jesus, as they 
had done on that of Yahweh (Acts 9:14, 
21 [compare 7:59]; Rom 10:13-14). 

“To name the name” of Christ was to 
belong to Him (2 Tim 2:19); the calling of 
His name on the Gentiles signified their 
acceptance as God’s people (Acts 15:17); 
to “hold fast His name” is to be true to 
Him as made known (Rev 2:13; 3:8); to be 
“gathered together in His name,” to “do 
a l l  t h i n g s  i n  H i s  n a m e , ”  i s  a s 
“acknowledging Him” (Matt 18:20; Col 
3:17); “to baptize in” or “into the name 
of” Jesus Christ (Acts 2:38; 22:16)…
represents “dedication to” God as He has 
been revealed in Christ. 

The significance of the name of Jesus in 
relation to prayer deserves special notice. 
To pray in the name of Jesus, to ask 
anything in His name, according to His 
promises, “Whatsoever ye shall ask in my 
name, that will I do” is not merely to add 
to our prayers (as is so often unthinkingly 
done): “we ask all in the name of Jesus,” 
or “through Jesus Christ our Lord,” etc., 
but to pray or ask as His representatives 
on earth, in His mission and stead, in His 
spirit and with His aim; it implies union 
with Christ and abiding in Him, He in us 
and we in Him. The meaning of the phrase 
is, “as being one with me even as I am 
revealed to you.” Its two correlatives are 
“in me” (John 6:56; 14:20; 15:4 ff; 16:33), 
and the Pauline “in Christ.” 

3  Adapted from International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Electronic Database, copyright (c)1996 by Biblesoft. 
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RESOURCES 
NEEDED: 

♦ 2-sided copies of 
Lesson Notes / 
Take-Home pages 

♦ Pencils or pens for 
each person 

♦ Dry erase markers 
and marker board 
or felt tip markers 
and a flip chart  

♦ Scripture reference 
slips for these 
passages: 
Matthew 21:23 
Acts 2:1-4 

TIME FRAME:  
♦ 45 minutes 

STEP ONE: GETTING 
READY TO LEARN  
(5 MINUTES) 

♦ Tell your class that the four Gospels 
record 35 miracles performed by 
Jesus. Ask people to call out some of 
the miracles that they remember. 
Write each one on your marker board. 

♦ Next, tell your group that many 
people who witnessed the miracles 
were amazed by the His authority 
and power. Have someone read aloud 
Luke 4:36 (from handout).  

♦ Then mention that the religious 
leaders were so threatened by Jesus’ 
authori ty and power that  they 
publicly questioned Him about the 
source of it. Ask your selected reader 
to read Matthew 21:23.  

♦ Transition to the next step by asking 
your group to speculate on how Jesus 
responded to such questions. 

STEP TWO: THE 
AUTHORITY AND POWER 
OF CHRIST (10 MINUTES) 

♦ Using information from pages 4-2—
4-3, briefly explain the definition of 
authority and power and their close 
connection in Scripture. 

♦ Explain that Jesus functioned under 
God’s authority and the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Illustrate with Matthew 
3:16-17. 

Focal Scriptures: 
♦ John 15:15-17 

♦ Matthew 28:18-20  

Teaching Goals: 
♦ Learn: Department members learn 

the meaning of praying in Jesus’ 
Name. 

♦ Learn:  Depar t men t  me mber s 
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f 
ministering in Jesus’ authority and 
power. 

♦ Experience: Each person identifies a 
specific task of the church and asks 
in Jesus’ Name for that ministry  to 
be accomplished at Casas in the 
authority and power of Christ.  

Before Class Begins: 
♦ Distribute handouts. 

♦ Give scripture reference slips to 
selected readers. 

 

SUGGESTED LESSON PLAN 

NOTE TO TEACHER: This suggested lesson plan contains many elements that, if 
employed, will help maximize learning for life-change in your Bible Fellowship. If you 
are an experienced teacher, you have freedom to create your own plan based upon the 
“Studying the Word Together” section. If you are less experienced, we suggest that you 
“stick to the plan.” However, even less experienced teachers should feel free to modify 
the plan based upon the needs of their Bible Fellowship. This plan is designed to be 
presented in 45 minutes. It is important, therefore, that you carefully plan your 
presentation so that you communicate the main points with brevity and clarity. 
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♦ Tell your class that Jesus’ authority  

and power emanated from God. Use 
Philippians 2:6-8 to explain that Christ, 
while He remained equal with God,  
did not hold onto that equality, but  
became a servant to His Father, acting 
in obedience to Him. As a result, He 
had no authority or power of His own. 

♦ Make the point that Jesus attributed 
His authority and power to God, by 
interpreting John 5:30 from Today’s 
English Version (see p. 4-3). 

♦ Interpret John 5:19-20 from Today’s 
English Version (see p. 4-3—4-4) 

♦ Complete this step by telling your 
group that God authorized and 
empowered Christ for a specific 
purpose. Then, interpret John 17:1-3 
for them (see p. 4-4). 

STEP THREE: JESUS 
GAVE POWER AND 
AUTHORITY TO HIS 
DISCIPLES (10 MINUTES) 

♦ Refer your group to “The Credit 
Card” story on their handout. Give 
them a minute or two to read the 
story. Tell the group that at times 
Jesus gave the disciples His “credit 
card” so that they could minister in His 
Name with His authority and power. 
Ask two individuals to each read 
aloud one of the following passages: 
Matthew 10:1; Luke 9:1-2. Next, you 
read Luke 10:1, 9, 17, 19-20 (p. 4-4). 

♦ Tell your group that just prior to His 
arrest, Jesus promised the disciples 
that they could continue to ask of 
Him whatever they needed for the 
ministry He was entrusting to them. 
Read and interpret John 14:12-14 
(see p. 4-5). 

♦ Next, read and interpret John 15:15-
17 (see p. 4-5). 

♦ Point out that in the John 14 and 15 
passages, Jesus gave the Apostles 
authority to ask in His Name. But 

they also needed power to act. So He 
promised them the Holy Spirit. Read 
Luke 24:49. Have your assigned 
reader read Acts 2:1-4. Receiving the 
Holy Spirit made the formula complete. 
The Apostles launched the Church in 
the Name of Jesus Christ. They had 
delegated authority from Christ and 
power from the Holy Spirit. Their 
name was still on Jesus’ credit card! 

STEP FOUR: CHRISTIANS 
TODAY CAN ASK AND 
ACT IN JESUS’ NAME  
(15 MINUTES) 

♦ Read Matthew 28:18-20. Mention 
that the Church and her members still 
carry out the Great Commission. Our 
names are on Jesus’ credit card. We 
still minister in His Name. We still 
can ask and act in His Name. 

♦ Tell your class that just as Dr. Kraft 
placed some expectations on his son 
when he placed Rick’s name on his 
credit card, there are some parameters 
that frame our use of Jesus’ Name in 
prayer and ministry.  

♦ As you teach the 6 “Conclusions” (p. 
4-7), write out each numbered title 
for the blanks on Lesson Notes. 

STEP FIVE: EXPERIENTIAL 
CLOSING (5 MINUTES) 

♦ Ask your members to reflect upon 
one of the tasks of the church that 
truly requires the authority and 
power of Christ  for successful 
completion. Then invite them to 
silently ask in Jesus’ Name on behalf 
of Casas that that function be carried 
out in the manner God desires. 

♦ Close with a brief prayer of your own 
that you pray aloud. 

♦ As you dismiss, call attention to 
“Daily Reflections” and invite 
everyone to return next week for 
“Six Prayer Principles from Jesus, 
James, and Paul.” 
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LESSON NOTES 
BLANKS 

♦ ... from His intimate 
Abba-Child 
relationship with 
God. 

♦ ... for a purpose—
that He might give 
eternal life. 

 
 
 
 
♦ Jesus gave the 

disciples His “credit 
card” ...  

♦ Jesus gives believers 
today His “credit 
card”…  

♦ Requisites and 
responsibilities… 

1. Intimate 
relationship… 

2. Faith in His 
revealed nature… 

3. For His purpose… 

4. “Look to heaven” 
to join God… 

5. Yielded 
obedience… 

6. Loving 
relationships... 



Helping People Close the Gap Through the Sunday Morning Experience 

Growing Wise 
  Notes  

Lesson Notes 

Today’s Scriptures 

Luke 4:36 (NIV): All the people 
were amazed and said to each 
other, “What is this teaching? With 
authority and power he gives 
orders to evil spirits and they come 
out!” 
John 15:15-17 (NIV): I no longer 
call  you servants,  because a 
servant does not know his master’s 
business. Instead, I have called 
you friends, for everything that I 
learned from my Father I have 
made known to you. You did not 
choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you to go and bear 
fruit—fruit that will last. Then the 
Father will give you whatever you 
ask in my name.  This is my 
command: Love each other.  
Matthew 10:1 (NIV) He called 
his twelve disciples to him and 
gave them authority to drive out 
evil spirits and to heal every 
disease and sickness.  
Luke 9:1-2 (NIV) When Jesus had 
called the Twelve together, he 
gave them power and authority to 
drive out all demons and to cure 
diseases, and he sent them out to 
preach the kingdom of God and to 
heal the sick. 
Matt 28:18-20 (NIV) Then Jesus 
came to them and said,  “All 
authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Therefore 
go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son 
and  of  the  Holy Spir i t ,  and 
teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely 
I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age.”  

Next Week’s Lesson:  
Six Prayer Principles  

from Jesus, James, and Paul 

♦ Jesus received His authority and power from His intimate Abba-Child 
______________________ with ____________. 

♦ God, the Father, granted Jesus authority over all people for a purpose—that 
He might give __________________ _______________ . 
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The Credit Card 

D r. Charles H. Kraft, professor at Fuller Theological Seminary, tells a story 
about sending his son off to college.1 

“Dad, would you put my name on your Visa card? I’m going off to college 
fifteen hundred miles away, and the car might break down. You wouldn’t want 
me stranded somewhere without being able to pay the bill, would you? I promise 
I won’t misuse it.” 

The words were those of my son Rick…. I knew that in addition to paying his 
tuition, my granting him this request made sense. My name would still appear 
first on the card as the one with ultimate responsibility. But Rick’s name would 
appear immediately under it, giving him authority to spend whatever the 
company would allow me by way of credit. 

When my son’s name was added to my credit card, he gained all the financial 
authority that my name would bring. At that time, my son’s name carried no 
authority since he had no credit with any financial institution. But with my name 
to back him, he would be able to handle almost any emergency that might 
confront him far from home. 

When I did this for my son, I made it clear that I expected him not to misuse 
the authority I was giving him…. To his credit, he never misused the privilege. 

1  Charles H. Kraft, I Give You Authority, copyright © 1997 by Charles H. Kraft and published by Chosen Books, a division of 
Baker Book House Co., Grand Rapids, MI, pp. 34-35. 

♦ Jesus gave ________ _____________________ His “credit card”—His 
authority and power to act on His behalf—in His Name.  

♦ Jesus gives _____________________ ______________ His “credit card” 
—His authority and power to act on His behalf—in His Name.  

♦ Requisites and responsibilities are attached to our use of Jesus’ Name: 
1. Intimate ________________________ with God 
2. _______________ in His revealed nature, character, and personality 
3. For His _________________ (not for our own agenda) 
4. “Look to _________________” to join God in what He is doing 
5. Yielded _____________________ to His Will 
6. Loving ___________________________ with one another 
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Take-Home 

Daily Reflections 

B egin each daily reflection by meditating a few minutes on the suggested Scripture passage. 
Seek to listen to the Holy Spirit as He speaks to you. Then consider the comments and 

questions about the passage. Be aware of both your thoughts and your feelings. Respond to God 
through both. 
 
Monday: [Jesus], being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 
grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 
likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled Himself and became obedient to 
death—even death on a cross! (Philippians 2:6-8) 

We know that Jesus was fully divine and fully human. This is a mystery that we do not fully 
understand. While on earth in the form of a man, Jesus chose to function more often in His humanity 
than in His Eternal Glory, meaning that we—with the help of the Holy Spirit—can be like Him. 
Become aware of your thoughts and feelings, and respond to Jesus in prayer from your heart. 
 
Tuesday: All the people were amazed and said to each other, “What is this teaching? With 
authority and power he gives orders to evil spirits and they come out!” (Luke 4:36)  

People were aware of Jesus’ humanity, but recognized there was something beyond everyday 
human authority and power at work in His life. What do you think your reaction would have been 
had you had the opportunity to see evil spirits submitting to Jesus commands? Take a moment to 
thank God for His power over Satan that was so clearly demonstrated by the Son of Man, Jesus. 
 
Wednesday: So Jesus answered them, “I tell you the truth: the Son can do nothing on his own; he 
does only what he sees his Father doing. What the Father does, the Son also does. For the Father 
loves the Son and shows him all that he Himself is doing…. (John 5:19-20 TEV)  

In this passage, Jesus attributes His authority and power to God. As God reveals to Jesus what 
God is doing in Heaven, Jesus obediently yields to His Father’s direction and obediently does what 
His Father wants. What might the Holy Spirit want to say to you today through this passage? What 
is your yielded response? 
 
Thursday: I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. 
Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known 
to you…I…appointed you to go and bear fruit...that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever 
you ask in my name. This is my command: Love each other. (John 15:15-17)  

In friendship, Jesus revealed much to the Apostles. He sent them out with a mission and a bold 
promise—that God would grant their requests for things required for a successful mission. How 
might the Holy Spirit want to use this passage to empower you to serve? Respond to Him from your 
heart. 
 
Friday: Jesus…said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)  

The mission of the church remains unchanged. In Jesus’ Name, ask the Father to grant through the 
Holy Spirit the spiritual authority and power to carry out His call upon Casas! 
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