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TEACHER TO TEACHER 

W hat brings you the greatest personal satisfaction as a teacher? Is it the time spent studying 
and researching? Is it the thrill of implementing a great lesson plan? Is it the sheer 

enjoyment of helping others discover what you have discovered? 

For me, it is watching an individual’s facial expression when she/he “gets it” for the first time. It is 
seeing a face “light up” when the Holy Spirit brings fresh understanding to someone while I am 
presenting a lesson. I marvel that I occasionally get to play a role in such a mysterious process. 

In this lesson titled “Making Jesus Real” we work at connecting some individual concepts into a 
complete picture. I believe that you will see a few faces light up as some in your Bible Fellowship 
“connect the dots.” 

Early in the lesson we review the traditional perspective of discipleship inherent in the Jewish 
culture of Jesus’ day. Recognizing the traditional view of a disciple’s job helps us better grasp how 
the Twelve understood their relationship with Christ. 

Next we compare the verbs love, serve, and minister. The correlation between these words puts 
Jesus’ lifestyle of compassionate service, and His insistence that His followers emulate Him, into 
richer perspective. His disciples seek always to reflect their Master as they teach and minister. 

After reflecting on Jesus’ teachings regarding loving and serving others, we take up a discussion of 
the Great Commission from two perspectives. First we view it in light of traditional Jewish 
discipleship customs. Then we look at it through the lens of relational theology. 

Traditionally, disciples of rabbis and other great teachers during the time of Christ were expected 
to become teachers or “masters” and to make disciples or followers of their own. We learn that 
Christ’s disciples differed from the traditional ones in that they made disciples who were followers 
of Jesus. The disciples of Christ never usurped the position of their Master. 

Finally, we discuss how our view of God and humanity forms our approach to disciple-making. 
Similarly, we consider how the Great Commandment and the New Commandment temper our 
approach to evangelism. 

I  pray that you begin to see Christian discipleship from a fresh perspective. I am asking the Holy 
Spirit to give you some personal “Ah-hah!” moments as you begin to connect one concept to 

another. I am also praying that this lesson will expand your understanding of what the “other side of 
the gap” looks like. 

Take time to meditate on the Scripture passages that are essential to the study. Let them speak to 
you individually and collectively. May your own life, as a disciple and disciple-maker marked by 
agapé love, be characterized by service to others and by a passion for reaching the lost who matter so 
much to our Lord. 
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No man has a right to lead such a life of contemplation as to forget in his own 
ease the service due to his neighbour; nor has any man a right to be so immersed 

in active life as to neglect the contemplation of God. — Augustine1  

Morally, a Christian is called to holiness; dynamically,  
he is called to service. — John Blanchard2 

The greatest charity in the world is the communication  
of divine truth to the ignorant. — Alexander Maclaren3 

The highest form of selfishness is that of the man  
who is content to go to heaven alone. — J. C. Ryle4 

If a church does not evangelize, it will fossilize. — A. W. Pink5  

“G auging Spiritual Growth,” the preceding lesson, presented five overarching 
biblical truths or principles. They are listed below. Review them; as you do, 

pay attention to the flow of the ideas. 
1. Agapé love is the essence of the nature and character of the indwelling Triune God 

and the hallmark of Christian disciples. 
2. We receive the capacity for agapé love through regeneration at the time of our 

salvation experience with Christ. 
3. As we experience God’s “hammer and chisel” processing away our self-reliance, 

selfishness, and self-condemnation, our capacity for loving God and others grows 
and our intimacy with the Father deepens. 

4. The fruit or evidence of increasing love for God and others is a lifestyle of service 
and a heart to carry out the Great Commission (evangelism) with Great 
Commandment love. 

5. Two hallmark-related questions, when honestly answered by the believer, are 
helpful in gauging or assessing progress toward spiritual maturity: 
a. Do I see evidence that I love God more now than I did at this time last year? 
b. Do I see evidence that I love my near ones and my fellow believers more now than 

I did at this time last year? 

Most of the previous lesson focused on principles one, two, three, and five. We 
mentioned principle four but did not discuss it in detail. 

We have long agreed with others that a Christian who bears the hallmark of agapé love 
lives a lifestyle characterized both by serving others and by making new disciples of 
Christ. For that reason this lesson, “Making Jesus Real,” expands upon principle four.  It 
is in serving others and becoming disciple-makers that we have our best opportunity to 
become “Jesus with skin on”—to make Him real to those with whom we relate. 

TRADITIONAL NORMS OF DISCIPLESHIP 

B efore we discuss Jesus’ teachings about lifestyles of service and disciple-making, 
be reminded that rabbis in the time of Christ enjoyed a special bond with their 

disciples. Traditions deeply embedded in the Jewish culture governed nearly all teacher/
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disciple relationships. Jewish scholars from 
Kehilat Sar Shalom6 say: 
1. Through constant repetition, disciples 

memorized their  teacher’s words 
verbatim and were able to repeat them 
to subsequent generations. 

2. The way the teacher interpreted 
passages of Scripture, the meanings he 
drew out, the midrashim7 he told, the 
parables and stories he used, the way he 
explained a verse or understood a concept, 
each of these was of utmost importance 
to the disciple. To a disciple, they were 
like pearls and gems meant to be 
gathered and treasured. 

3. A disciple’s highest calling was to be a 
reflection of his teacher. He was to act, 
speak and respond in the same way his 
master would act, speak and respond. 

4. It was the job of a disciple to raise up 
his own disciples. He was to create a 
new generation of students and to 
transmit to them the memorized words 
of his Master, the traditions and inter-
pretations of his Master, as well as the 
behaviors of his Master. The goal was to 
pass the teaching and torch of discipleship 
from generation to generation. 

We must assume that Jesus’ committed 
disciples clearly understood these tradi-
tional responsibilities and allowed them to 
influence their discipleship. In the following 
sections we will discuss some of Christ’s 
teachings concerning servanthood and 
evangelism. Allow these traditional Jewish 
norms of the teacher/disciple relationship 
to inform your understanding of the 
selected focal passages. 

A LIFESTYLE OF 
SERVING OTHERS 

B ecause the Great Commandment to 
love God and our near ones is the 

foundation upon which Jesus constructed 
His moral/ethical systems and teachings, 
we must let it guide the way in which we 
daily relate to others. In Lesson 1 of this 
series we said the following about the 
agapao (to love), agapé (love) word 
family: 

1. Love is an act of the will; it is a 
choice made by the “lover” without 
regard to the merit or worthiness of 
the beloved (Rom. 5:8). 

2. Love respects and values the beloved  
(Rom. 5:10). 

3. Love focuses upon the needs of the 
beloved (Matt. 6:8, 32-33; Philip. 
4:19). 

4. Love freely gives from its resources 
to serve (minister to) the needs of 
the beloved without demand of 
return (Matt. 10:8b; John 3:16; 
James 1:16-18). 

5. Love gives first (Gen. 1:27-31; 
Rom. 11:35). 

The Connection  
between the Verbs  
Love, Serve, and Minister 

B y definition, we can connect the 
meaning of the verb serve to the 

connotations of agapao and agapé. For 
example, the Merriam-Webster Online 
Dictionary8  provides the following 
definitions of the verb to serve: (a) to 
furnish or supply with something needed 
or desired, (b) to answer the needs of, and 
(c) to provide services that benefit or help. 
Sometimes in “church jargon” we substitute 
the verb minister for serve. Webster’s 
indicates that the verb minister means to 
give aid or service. Thus we can correctly 
say that to serve or minister is to focus 
upon the needs of another, and then to use 
available resources to satisfy those needs 
in a beneficial or helpful way. 

Jesus Calls His Disciples  
to a Lifestyle of Service 

L et’s look together at two passages 
that address Jesus’ desire for His 

disciples to be like Him by serving others. 
Jesus described himself as one who came 
to serve. The implication is that He expected 
His disciples, as well, to dedicate themselves 
to serving others. 

Making Jesus Real 
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Jesus called them together and said, 
“… whoever wants to become great 

among you must be your servant, and 
whoever wants to be first must be your 
slave—just as the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to 

give his life as a ransom for many.”  
(Matthew 20:25-28) 

Later, while in the Upper Room enjoying 
the Passover Feast, Jesus reinforced the 
concept by both word and action: 

 The evening meal was being served….
[Jesus] got up from the meal, took off 

his outer clothing, and wrapped a 
towel around his waist. After that, he 
poured water into a basin and began 

to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them 
with the towel that was wrapped 

around him…. When he had finished 
washing their feet, he put on his 

clothes and returned to his place. “Do 
you understand what I have done for 
you?” he asked them. “You call me 

‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, 
for that is what I am. Now that I, your 
Lord and Teacher, have washed your 

feet, you also should wash one 
another’s feet. I have set you an 

example that you should do as I have 
done for you. I tell you the truth, no 

servant is greater than his master, nor 
is a messenger greater than the one 

who sent him. Now that you know these 
things, you will be blessed if you do 

them.” (John 13:2-5, 12-17) 

By His actions and words, Jesus again 
taught His disciples the importance of a 
lifestyle of sacrificial service to others. 

Christ served because He loved His 
Father and those He came to redeem. As 
disciples who bear the hallmark of agapé 
love, we too must live a lifestyle of service 
to others—giving both of ourselves and of 
our resources to meet their needs. As 
disciples desiring to be like Him, we can 
do nothing less. 

DISCIPLE MAKING 

J esus’ disciples, like the disciples of 
other Jewish rabbis and teachers, 

knew that their job was to make more 
disciples. However, they were not to make 
disciples who would be reflections of 
themselves. Rather, their new disciples 
were to be reflections of Christ. This is the 
point of Jesus’ instructions recorded in 
Matthew 23. 

“But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ 
for you have only one Master and you 

are all brothers. And do not call 
anyone on earth ‘father,’ for you have 
one Father, and he is in heaven. Nor 

are you to be called ‘teacher,’ for you 
have one Teacher, the Christ.” 

(Matthew 23:8-10) 

Jesus’ disciples never ascended to the 
role of Rabbi or Teacher. They forever 
remained His disciples because He never 
left them. He remained perpetually with 
them. Therefore, new disciples were 
always Christ-followers. The same is true 
today. 

The call for Jesus’ followers to make 
new disciples was not merely implicit. It 
was explicit for them as it is for us. Many of 
Christ’s parables illustrated the importance 
of seeking the lost (e.g., lost sheep, Luke 
15:4-7; lost coin, Luke 8-10; prodigal son, 
Luke 11-27). However, the most explicit 
is found in Matthew and is known to us as 
the Great Commission. 

The Great Commission 

M any believe the Great Commission 
to be Jesus’ final words to His 

disciples. As such, these words would 
have had great significance. 

Then Jesus came to them and said, 
“All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

Making Jesus Real 
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everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to 

the very end of the age.”  
(Matthew 28:18-20) 

Remember, the disciples would have 
interpreted Jesus’ final instructions in the 
light of the fullness of who they knew Him 
to be, as well as in the light of His interpre-
tation of Scripture, His stories and parables, 
His teachings, and their experiences with 
Him. His mission became their mission. 
They had become like Him and they were 
ready for their new assignment. 

The Great Commission  
in the Light of  
Relational Theology 

I  imag ine  you  need  l i t t l e  he lp 
developing a lesson on the Great 

Commission. You have heard numerous 
sermons preached about it. Countless 
authors have written volumes concerning 
it. Our purpose in this section is not to 
exegete again the passage. Rather, like 
Jesus’ original disciples, we want to 
consider a few things that can help us 
carry out Christ’s command to make new 
disciples in the correct context. 

Several tenets of our Theology of Loving 
Relationships work together, providing a 
wonderful context for understanding and 
acting upon the Great Commission. 

Many people are hungry and thirsty to 
hear about Jesus. Your circle of family 
members, friends, neighbors, and co-
workers encompass some of them. Each 
longs to hear about a God who is able and 
willing to be caringly and lovingly 
involved in his/her life. That means the 
disciple giving testimony must have a 
healthy and true view of the Father. No 
one wants to hear about a God who is 
distant from, constantly disappointed in, 
or condemningly critical of people. 

A balanced view of humanity is also 
essential. Genesis 3 teaches us that human 
beings are fallen. Each one has an inherited 
sin nature. Each is depraved. That means 

that we all need a Savior. However, 
Genesis 2 teaches us that human beings 
are “alone” and that “aloneness” is not 
good. This means that God created each of 
us with a set of needs best satisfied by 
others like our self.  When we view others 
simply as “fallen” or sinful, we are in danger 
of ministering judgment, condemnation, 
and shame. A Genesis-3-only view of 
humanity may easily present a false view 
to a potential next generation of disciples. 
If we remember to focus on “aloneness” 
first, we have the opportunity to serve 
their needs by ministering to them at their 
point of pain, struggle, or failure. This 
gives the not-yet-convinced an opportunity 
to experience God’s agapé love through 
us, opening their hearts to Jesus and giving 
credibility to our testimony. Might this 
sound like the second imperative in the 
Great Commandment that tells us to “love 
your neighbor as yourself?” 

The first imperative in the Great 
Commandment also affects the context in 
which we understand and act upon the 
Great Commission. If we truly love God 
with our whole being, the people that 
matter to Him will matter to us. The 
Scriptures are clear. Lost people matter to 
God. We have only to turn to John 3 for 
confirmation of this fact: 

For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. For God 
did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the 
world through him. (John 3:16-17) 

God loved lost people so much that He 
gave His Son to die for them! As the 
Apostle Paul said: 

But God demonstrates his own love for 
us in this: While we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8) 

Lost people matter to God. And He 
wants them to matter to us! This is the 
point of the parables about lost sheep, 
coins, and sons. This is why John says, 

Making Jesus Real 
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The Spirit and the bride [the church] 
say, “Come!” And let him who hears 
say, “Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let 

him come; and whoever wishes, let him 
take the free gift of the water of life. 

(Revelation 22:17) 

Finally, it important to include the New 
Commandment in our list of tenets that 
help us shape the context in which we 
view and carry out the Great Commission. 
Remember, Jesus declared that the hallmark 
of a disciple was his/her love for fellow 
believers: 

A new command I give you…. As I 
have loved you, so you must love one 

another. By this all men will know that 
you are my disciples, if you love one 

another. (John 13:34-35) 

We see this command lived out in a 
disciple-making way in the second chapter 
of Acts. As you read the passage below, 
notice how members of the church cared 
for one another in practical ways (v. 45) 
and worked to remove one another’s 
aloneness (v. 46). Then notice how their 
testimony of loving one another resulted 
in the lost coming into relationship with 
Christ and His Body (v. 47). 

44All the believers were together and 
had everything in common. 45Selling 

their possessions and goods, they gave 
to anyone as he had need. 46Every day 
they continued to meet together in the 

temple courts. They broke bread in 
their homes and ate together with glad 
and sincere hearts, 47praising God and 

enjoying the favor of all the people. 
And the Lord added to their number 
daily those who were being saved. 

(Acts 2:44-47) 

Our theology tells us that making disciples 
happens best within the context of caring 
relationships. This is, after all, how the 
original disciples became Christ-followers. 
For us, disciple-making is both relational 
and rational. 

APPLICATION 
IDEAS & 

QUESTIONS 

T he appl ica t ion  of  the  t ru ths 
presented in this lesson work 

together closely with the central ideas of 
the previous lesson. When we are born 
again—regenerated in our moral and 
spiritual being—God places within us the 
capacity to love Him and others with 
agapé love. Such love is the very essence 
of the nature and character of God, Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit. 

As we progress along the path to 
becoming spiritual mothers and fathers, 
God chisels away at our sinful nature and 
more of the indwelling Christ shows forth 
to others in the form of agapé love. This 
love manifests in a lifestyle of service to 
those with whom we find ourselves in 
relationship. 

Similarly, agapé finds another manifes-
tation—evangelism (disciple-making). We 
know that the lost matter to God and we, 
as well, develop a growing concern for 
them. We become concerned about the 
spiritual peril of the lost among our near 
ones to whom we are extending agapé. 
Likewise, concern for the lost around the 
world burdens our heart and moves us to 
send, go, give, and pray that they, too, 
may be regenerated into His likeness. 

As each one evaluates his/her growth 
toward spiritual maturity, he/she asks: 

1. Do I see evidence that I love God 
more now than I did at this time last 
year? 

2. Do I see evidence that I love my 
near ones and my fellow believers 
more now than I did at this time last 
year? 

The evidence that the believer searches 
for is that which offers proof, be it objective 
or subjective, that he/she is more dedicated 
to serving his/her near ones than before. In 
the same manner, one should look for 
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1 From The Complete Gathered Gold, © 2006 by Evangelical Press. All rights reserved. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 
4 Ibid. 
5 Ibid. 
6 Material adapted from an article titled Discipleship to Rabbi Yeshua posted a www.RabbiYeshua.com. 
7 The term commonly designates ancient rabbinical commentaries on the Hebrew Scriptures. It is the plural form of the 

word Midrash. In rabbinical parlance, Midrash has the abstract and general sense of study, exposition of Scripture, while 
Midrashim are primarily the free and artificial explanations of the Sacred Text given by its ancient expositors, and 
secondarily the collections of such explanations in the shape of commentaries on Holy Writ. 

8 www.mirriam-webster.com/dictionary. 

evidence to substantiate whether he/she is 
intentionally reaching out to lost family 
members, friends, and neighbors— 
ministering to their needs, sharing his/her 
faith stories, and inviting them into 

relationship with Christ and His Body. As 
disciples who bear the hallmark of agapé, 
we can be confident that we are “making 
Jesus more real” to others when we live a 
lifestyle of service and make new disciples. 
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THE GREAT 
COMMISSION 

C hristians typically believe that Christ 
delivered the Great Commission to 

the Apostles immediately prior to His 
Ascension. But scholars do not agree upon 
when it was imparted. Some think that 
Jesus entrusted the assignment of proclaim-
ing His gospel at His last appearance. 
Others think that it was before the Ascension 
when He appeared to the 500 (1 Cor. 15:6). 
But all agree that the Apostles accepted 
this “commissioning” as Christ’s authorita-
tive command to “evangelize” or proclaim 
the gospel to both Jew and Gentile. Let’s 
look at the Christ’s commission together. 

18Then Jesus came to them and said, 
“All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 19Therefore go 

and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to 

the very end of the age.”  
(Matthew 28:18-20) 

The first English verb, go (v. 19) is not 
an imperative verb as it is usually rendered 
in English. Rather, it is a present participle 
and rightly can be translated while you are 
going or as you are going. It connotes the 
idea of continuous action and is reminiscent 
of Moses’ instructions to parents who are 
to continually teach their children. 

Fix these words of mine in your hearts 
and minds; tie them as symbols on 
your hands and bind them on your 

foreheads. Teach them to your 
children, talking about them when you 
sit at home and when you walk along 

the road, when you lie down and when 
you get up. (Deuteronomy 11:17-19) 

The Greek word rendered by the phrase 
make disciples is the only actual imperative 
verb in the passage. Jesus’ commission or 
command to the Apostles then is essentially 
to “make disciples.” Like Israelite parents, 
they are to make disciples as they are 
going—and in the process of making 
disciples they will be baptizing and 
teaching.  

The following sentence diagram is 
helpful at this point. 

  

99--8 8 CommentaryCommentary  
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The following material is taken from Lesson 6 in the Growing Wise Adult Bible 
Fellowship unified curriculum studied in the spring of 2006. It provides additional 
information that might be helpful to you as you prepare to teach “Making Jesus Real” in 
your department. — Jerry 

make disciples of all nations 

baptizing them  
in (into) the name 

of the Father, and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them 
to obey everything 

I have commanded you 

Go (while you are going) 
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Since the primary command is to make 
disciples, let’s define the term. Disciple is 
often used when referring to a pupil or 
student. But a disciple in Jesus’ day truly 
was much more than that! Wiersbe says, 

A disciple attached himself to a 
teacher, identified with him, learned from 
him, and lived with him. He learned, not 
simply by listening, but also by doing. 
Our Lord called twelve disciples and 
taught them that they might be able to 
teach others [with Christ’s authority and 
power] (Mk 3:13ff).1 

Of course, you have noticed that the 
Apostles were to make disciples of “all 
nations.” The Greek word used for nations 
is ethnos (NT:1484) and in the New 
Testament usually means all non-Jewish 
nations, races, or ethnic groups. This is 

different from other instructions given to 
the disciples. Previously, Jesus had sent 
the Twelve out saying to them, “Do not go 
among the Gentiles or enter any town of 
the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep 
of Israel” (Matt. 10:5-6). This expansion 
of the disciples’ missionary field led Peter 
to later proclaim “The Lord is patient … not 
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). 

This brief word study suggests that we 
might reword the first part of Jesus’ 
instruction to the Apostles this way: 
“While you are going to the people of 
every race and nationality—both Jew and 
non-Jew—make of them dedicated disciples 
who are committed to identifying with 
Me, learning from Me, and becoming like 
Me, so that they can tell others about Me.” 

1 Warren Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, copyright © 1989 by Chariot Victor Publishing, an imprint of Cook 
Communication Ministries. All rights reserved. Used by permission. (Brackets mine.)  

CommentaryCommentary  99--99  
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STEP ONE: GETTING 
READY TO LEARN  
(8 MINUTES) 

Use Studying the Word Together  
material from pages 9-2 to 9-3  

to prepare for this section. 

♦ Ask some in your fellowship their 
opinion about what it means to be a 
Christian disciple. 

♦ Quickly explain the four traditional 
Jewish norms of discipleship at the 
time of Christ. 

♦ Remind your group that the hallmark 
of a Christian disciple is agapé love 
—extending agapé. Loving others 
with agapé love leads to a lifestyle 
of service and disciple-making. 

STEP TWO: A LIFESTYLE 
OF SERVING OTHERS   
(10 MINUTES)  

Use Studying the Word Together material 
from pages 9-3 to 9-4 to prepare for this 

section. Make the following points: 

♦ The verbs love, serve, and minister 
are closely related. 
1. Review connotations of the 

agapao, agapé word family. 
2. Give brief definitions of the 

verbs to serve and to minister. 
3. Summarize by saying, “To serve 

or minister is to focus upon the 
needs of another; then, to use 
available resources to satisfy 
those needs in a beneficial or 
helpful way.” 

Important Scripture 
References: 

♦ Matthew 20:25-28  
♦ John 13:2-5, 12-17 
♦ Matthew 28:18-20 
♦ John 3:16-17 
♦ Romans 5:8 
♦ Revelation 22:17  
♦ Acts 2:44-47 

Teaching Goals: 
♦ Learn: The fruit or evidence of 

increasing love for God and others is: 
1. A lifestyle of service 
2. Great Commandment style 

disciple-making 
♦ Experience: Apply Matthew 22:39 

and Matthew 28:20 by committing 
to serve someone in a concrete way 
during the coming week and by 
beginning a disciple-making process 
with a lost person. 

Before Class Begins: 
♦ Distribute handouts. 
 

  
RESOURCES 

NEEDED: 
♦ 2-sided copies of 

Lesson Notes / 
Take-Home pages 

♦ Pencils or pens 
for each person 

♦ Dry erase markers 
and marker board 
or felt tip markers 
and a flip chart  

 
TIMEFRAME:  
♦ 35 minutes 
 

NOTE TO TEACHER: This suggested lesson plan contains many elements that, if 
employed, will help maximize learning for life-change in your Bible Fellowship. If you 
are an experienced teacher, you have freedom to create your own plan based upon the 
“Studying the Word Together” section. If you are less experienced, we suggest that you 
“stick to the plan.” However, even less-experienced teachers should feel free to modify 
the plan based upon the needs of your Bible Fellowship. This plan is designed to be 
presented in 35 minutes. It is important, therefore, that you carefully plan your 
presentation so that you communicate the main points with brevity and clarity. 

99--10 10 Lesson Lesson PlanPlan  
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♦ Jesus calls His disciples to a life of 
service (Matt. 20:25-28 and John 
13:2-5, 12-17—on handout). 

STEP THREE:  
DISCIPLE-MAKING  
(12 MINUTES)  
Use material from pages 9-4 to 9-6 and 
from Commentary to prepare for this 
section. Make the following points: 

♦ Ask an individual to read the Great 
Commission (Matt. 28:18-20). 
1. Briefly explain that the 

commission to make disciples 
may have been Jesus’ final words 
to His disciples. 

2. Remind your group of the 
traditional norms of discipleship; 
emphasize that the disciples 
would have understood these last 
instructions from Christ in light 
of Jesus’ interpretation of 
Scripture, His stories and 
parables, His teachings, and their 
experiences with Him. 

♦ In a similar fashion, as disciples who 
bear the hallmark of agapé, we allow 
foundational doctrines to provide a 
context for understanding and acting 
upon the Great Commission. The 
foundational tenets of belief include: 
1. A healthy biblical view of God. 
2. Seeing humanity as both alone 

and fallen (Gen. 2 and 3 and the 
second imperative of the Great 
Commandment—love your 
neighbor as yourself). 

3. Lost people matter to God and, 
therefore, must matter to us (John 
3:16-17; Rom. 5:8; Rev. 22:17). 

4. The act of loving one another in 
the faith community gives an 
enticing witness to the unchurched 
and lost (Acts 2:44-47). 

STEP FOUR: APPLICATION 
IDEAS & QUESTIONS  
(5 MINUTES) 

Use Studying the Word Together material 
from pages 9-6 to 9-7 to prepare for this 

section. Make the following points: 

♦ Summarize the lesson by reminding 
the group that Christ-followers, 
whose hallmark is agapé, live a 
lifestyle of serving others and 
making new disciples of the lost. 

♦ Invite your department members to 
experience the Closing Exercise on 
their handout. 
1. Tell them that you want each of 

them to “make Jesus real” by 
actually doing two important 
Scripture passages this coming 
week (Matt. 22:39 and Matt. 
28:20 in Closing Exercise box). 

2. Ask them to take the first step 
toward their objective by filling 
in the blanks to answer the 
questions: 
a. Whom am I going to serve in a 

concrete and practical way this 
week? 

b. Which of my lost family 
members, friends, neighbors, co
-workers, or acquaintances am I 
going to ask God to help me 
make a disciple? What first step 
in the process will I take this 
week? 

♦ Close with prayer. 
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Lesson Notes Blanks: 

REVIEW FROM LAST WEEK:  
♦ The hallmark of a Christian disciple is agapé love . 
♦ ... a lifestyle of service and disciple-making .  

A LIFESTYLE OF SERVING OTHERS: 
♦ ... focus upon the needs of another; ...use available resources .... 
♦ Jesus calls His disciples to a life of service . 

DISCIPLE-MAKING: 

♦ Foundational doctrines provide a context .... 
♦ Our foundational doctrines, or tenets of belief, include: 

1. A healthy biblical view of God. 

2. Seeing humanity as both alone and fallen . 
3. Lost people matter to God and, therefore, must matter to us. 

4. The act of loving one another in the faith community … . 
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Today’s Scriptures 
Matthew 20:25-28:Jesus called them together and said, 
“… whoever wants to become great among you must be 
your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your 
slave—just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
John 13:2-5, 12-17: The evening meal was being served…. 
Jesus...got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, 
and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, 
drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him….  

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his 
clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand 
what I have done for you?” he asked them. “You call me 
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 
Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set 
you an example that you should do as I have done for 
you. I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his 
master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who 
sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be 
blessed if you do them.”  
Matthew 28:18-20: Then Jesus came to them and said, 
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.”  
John 3:16-17: For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 
world through him.  
Romans 5:8: But God demonstrates his own love for us 
in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  
Revelation 22:17: The Spirit and the bride [the church] 
say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” 
Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let 
him take the free gift of the water of life.  
Acts 2:44-47: All the believers were together and had 
everything in common. Selling their possessions and 
goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day 
they continued to meet together in the temple courts. 
They broke bread in their homes and ate together with 
glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the 
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being saved.  

Next Week’s Lesson: 

An Identity of Love 

FAITH FOUNDATIONS 
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POINT OF VIEW:  
 What does it mean to be a Christian disciple? 
 
 

REVIEW FROM LAST WEEK:  
♦ The hallmark of a Christian disciple is _________________ 

_______________ . 
♦ Loving others with agapé love leads to a lifestyle of 

_________________  and _______________________________ .  

A LIFESTYLE OF SERVING OTHERS: 
♦ To serve or minister is to focus upon the ______________  

of another; then, to use available ______________________  
to satisfy those needs in a beneficial or helpful way. 

♦ Jesus calls His disciples to a life of __________________ . 

DISCIPLE-MAKING: 
♦ Foundational doctrines provide a __________________  for 

understanding and acting upon the Great Commission. 

♦ Our foundational doctrines, or tenets of belief, include: 

1. A __________________ biblical view of God. 

2. Seeing humanity as both __________________ and 

________________________ . 
3. Lost people ____________________ to God and, 

therefore, must ____________________ to us. 

4. The act of _______________________  ________________  
______________________ in the faith community gives 
an enticing witness to the unchurched and lost. 

CLOSING EXERCISE: 
Note in the blanks how you will “make Jesus real” by taking 
action on these Scripture passages during the coming week: 

Matthew 22:39 — Love your neighbor as yourself. 
Matthew 28:20 — Go and make disciples. 

♦ I will serve ______________________________ in a concrete 
and practical way this week. 

♦ I will ask God to help me make a disciple of 
_____________________________________________________  
(consider lost family members, friends, neighbors, 
coworkers, or acquaintances). I will take this first step 
in the process this week: 

_____________________________________________________   
_____________________________________________________   
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Daily Reflections 

B egin each daily reflection by meditating a few minutes on the suggested Scripture 
passage. Seek to listen to the Holy Spirit as He speaks to you. Then consider the 

comments and questions about the passage. Be aware of both your thoughts and your 
feelings. Respond to God through both. 

Monday: Jesus called them together and said, “… whoever wants to become great among 
you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave—just as the 
Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.” (Matthew 20:25-28)   

How does believing this passage motivate you to serve others?  How does serving others 
help you make Jesus real to them? Ask God to grow your heart to serve others.  

 

Tuesday: [Jesus] got up from the meal … and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying 
them with the towel that was wrapped around him…. When he had finished ... [He asked] 
“Do you understand what I have done for you?”… “You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and 
rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also should wash one another's feet. I have set you an example that you should do 
as I have done for you. I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master…. Now 
that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.” (John 13:4-5, 12-17)   

Does your service of others reflect the humility that Jesus demonstrates as He washes 
smelly, dirty feet? Conversely, does your reluctance to serve others out of agapé love mean 
that you are greater than the Master, who loved by serving? Humble yourself before God, 
asking Him to forgive you for any selfishness and to grow your capacity to love others.  

 

Wednesday: Then Jesus came to them and said, “… go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)   

Do you consider yourself a disciple of Jesus in the traditional sense? How personally 
committed are you to making new disciples of Christ? Tell God how you are feeling about 
your responses to these two questions.  

 

Thursday: All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their 
possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they…[met] 
together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad 
and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being saved. (Acts 2:44-47)   

Who do you know that might be moved to follow Christ if they witnessed the members of 
your Bible Fellowship loving one another in a manner similar to those described in this 
passage? Ask God to give you opportunity to invite him/her/them to experience love in the 
Body of Christ called Casas. 

 

Friday: The Spirit and the bride [the church] say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, 
“Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of 
the water of life. (Revelation 22:17)  

Who do you know who is spiritually thirsty? As a disciple of Christ and part of His church 
(His bride), join the Holy Spirit in saying, “Come! Take the free gift of the water of life.” Ask 
God to give you both the opportunity and the boldness to say, “Come and see.”  
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