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TEACHER TO TEACHER 

T his is the last lesson in our Faith Foundations study series. It contains four “big ideas.” 

First, we describe Casas as a Kingdom church whose primary mission is to expand the Kingdom. 
Other American churches have different missions. For example, some churches are committed to a 
primary mission associated with political activism aimed at reversing the decline of a society that is 
becoming progressively immoral. Others may have a goal of being a Christian safe haven for believers 
and their families. These churches want to be a fortress standing against the evils of the outside world. 

We next discuss the big idea of Casas’ Calling or Purpose and discover that our uniquely expressed 
calling is an expression of three driving values that, to one degree or another, have influenced the 
direction of our church since her inception. 

The third big idea concerns the simple, easy-to-understand process that we use to fulfill God’s calling 
for us. Here we discover that three words summarize the process: inspire, include, and invite. Of course, 
many things that are simple at one level have not-so-obvious complexities at other levels. You probably 
will be relieved to know that we avoid the complexities and stick to the essential, simple concepts. 

Our final big idea deals with how our “closing the gap” process incorporates the basic tenets of our 
relational theology. For example, you will discover how we seek to minister in our worship services so 
that we address humanity’s needs associated with both aloneness (Gen. 2) and fallenness (Gen. 3). 
Similarly, you will see how our Bible Fellowships provide each disciple with opportunities to practice 
living a lifestyle of service and making disciples. 

You probably are aware that teachers can teach to entertain, to instruct, to motivate into action, or to 
inspire. This lesson calls for you to inspire. This lesson is not about change. Instead, it is about who 
Casas is in the present. Help your Bible Fellowship celebrate what God calls us to as His Body and 
what He is doing in our midst. 

Finally, I want to remind you that the best teachers adjust their lesson plans to the needs of their 
students. The recommended lesson plan for this lesson is easily adaptable. You may want to change the 
introductory (anticipatory) set and the application exercise. You may choose to spend more time on one 
teaching step and less time on another. Adjust to suit the needs of your group while remaining faithful 
to the key teaching points. 

The truths and principles contained in this series lie at the heart of who we are as God’s people in this 
place at this time. I trust that God has blessed you, both as you have prepared and as you have taught. 
Thank you for your faithfulness in helping the people of Casas maintain an identity of love before one 
another and before their near ones. 

Beloved, remember Hebrews 6:10: “God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you 
have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them.” 
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The church of Jesus Christ is not a building where people come together for a religious 
service, but it is a gathering of people who come together in order to worship God and to 

build each other by mutual faith and strength. — Donald Grey Barnhouse1 

We cannot expect the world to believe that the Father sent the Son, that Jesus’ claims  
are true and that Christianity is true, unless the world sees some reality  

of the oneness of true Christians. — Francis Schaeffer2 

We are neither made nor redeemed for self-sufficient aloneness. — J. I. Packer3  

No church is obedient that is not evangelistic. — John Blanchard4 

I  teach “Discovering Casas,” the orientation seminar for new members. During the 
opening exercise I ask participants to pretend that they are secular, non-believing 

people and, from that perspective, complete the following sentence: “Most Christian 
churches are full of people who _____________________.” The answers are predictable. 
The following are on the “short list” of those usually offered: 
1. Most Christian churches are full of people who are hypocrites. 
2. Most Christian churches are full of people who are always judging others. 
3. Most Christian churches are full of people who think they are better than every one 

else. 
4. Most Christian churches are full of people who do not accept people who are not 

like them. 
5. Most Christian churches are full of people who care only about themselves. 
6. Most Christian churches are full of people who are out of touch with reality. 
7. Most Christian churches are full of people who want to impose their religion and 

values on others. 

The central point of the exercise is that secular, non-believing people do not hold 
Christian churches in high esteem. Contrarily, they view Christians and their churches as 
irrelevant and, in some cases, harmful to culture. Many churches seem to have abandoned 
their role as a people of “salt and light” (Matt. 5:13-16). Too many are perceived no 
longer as a people of love (John 13:34-35), causing them to seem irrelevant to the very 
people we are trying to reach. 

poor and underprivileged. Others politically 
advocate for values they consider threatened 
by eroding societal norms. In some cases, 
this group correlates America to Old 
Testament Israel and equates the role of 
the Church as that of a prophet who boldly 
points out the sins of Israel and calls her to 
repentance. 

A second category of churches serves to 
provide a somewhat cloistered environment 
for the congregation, creating a safe haven 

THREE 
CATEGORIES  

OF CHURCHES 

R ecent research indicates that most 
Christian churches in America can 

by grouped into one of three categories.5 
Churches in the first group believe their 
primary mission is to reform the ills of our 
society. In some cases, these churches 
champion social change that empowers the 
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or “fortress” from the decaying moral and 
ethical influences of contemporary society. 
Churches of this kind seek to evangelize 
but often demand that new believers 
quickly conform to behaviors embraced 
by the larger group. In this way, everyone 
knows what to expect from everyone else 
and feels sheltered from the influence of 
inappropriate moral/ethical behavior. 

Churches that place a high value on 
expanding the Kingdom by reaching non-
believers and unchurched Christians with 
the Gospel of Christ comprise the final 
group. Other values may also drive the 
direction of churches in this group, but 
evangelism always remains the primary 
focus or “driving value” of the church. 

Today, Casas falls into the third category 
—highly focused on the mission of 
expanding the Kingdom. Some of the 
essential characteristics of the first two 
categories are present in Casas’ organiza-
tional culture. However, the primary 
driving value of evangelism identifies 
Casas as a Kingdom-expanding church. 
We are “on mission” to reach the lost, both 
locally and globally. Two additional driving 
values bring balance and completeness to 
the primary evangelism value: spiritual 
growth and biblical community. All three 
values serve to shape who we are as a 
local people of God. 

OUR CALLING 

M ost of Casas’ teachers are very 
familiar with Casas’ Calling or 

Purpose Statement: “Through the Sunday 
Morning Experience (SMX), helping people 
close the gap between their present spiritual 
reality and the life promised in Scripture.” 
The phrase present spiritual reality serves 
as the beginning point of a spiritual 
journey for each individual. That may be a 
place of unbelief for one and the milestone 
of spiritual young adulthood for another. 
Therefore, our calling encompasses both 
evangelism of the unconvinced and 
discipleship of the believer. 

OUR “CLOSING 
THE GAP” 
PROCESS 

C asas’ leadership decided upon our 
“closing the gap” process through 

persevering prayer and long, reasoned delib-
eration that resulted in a deep conviction 
that it is what God desires for Casas at this 
juncture in our history. You will discover 
that the process is a simple flow of ministry 
that is easy to understand. In fact, we 
summarize it with three words: inspire, 
include, and invite. The inspire stage is 
associated with Casas’ worship service, 
while the include stage is associated with 
Adult Bible Fellowships. The synergy of 
these two process elements makes up what 
we refer to as the Sunday Morning 
Experience (SMX). 

The “closing the gap” process helps us 
maintain a committed focus on our driving 
values, so that extraneous “good things” do 
not distract us from carrying out what God 
has called us to do. Look at the diagram 
below. It represents in graphic form how 
our church functions. Notice that rather 
than being linear, it depicts a continuous 
flow of ministry. 
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I’ll describe our “closing the gap” 
process in light of how adults experience 
it. However, it is important to know that 
Casas’ high school, mid-school, and 
children’s ministries base their program 
designs on this process, too. 

INSPIRE 

T he inspire stage of the continuous 
flow of ministry occurs in an 

environment characterized by inspiration 
and hopefulness. Because the One True 
God desires to receive agapé love from 
those whom He loves (Matt. 22:37), the 
worship service provides opportunity for 
participants to offer Him “glory, praise, 
and honor” (Rev. 4:11) as well as time to 
present gifts to Him in the form of tithes 
and offerings (2 Cor. 8:7). Worshippers 
can grow in their relationship with God as 
they experience Him in the light of His Son 
as revealed by the Holy Spirit (John 8:12), 
in the light of His Word (Ps. 119:105), and 
in the light of His people (Matt. 5:14). 

Casas worshippers can experience Christ 
as He, through the Holy Spirit, demonstrates 
His power through spiritual gifts and 
talents of worship leaders, musicians, 
actors, artists, and teaching pastors. The 
Apostle Paul tells us that such manifes-
tations of the Spirit’s anointing are given 
by Him for the good of the gathered Body. 

There are different kinds of gifts, but 
the same Spirit…. Now to each one the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given for 

the common good. To one there is 
given through the Spirit the message of 

wisdom, to another the message of 
knowledge …, to another faith …, to 
another gifts of healing…, to another 

miraculous powers, to another 
prophecy, to another distinguishing 
between spirits…. All these are the 

work of one and the same Spirit, and 
he gives them to each one, just as he 

determines. (1 Corinthians 12:4, 7-11) 

In addition, worshippers confirm the 
presence of The Holy in the service. Some 

occasionally report sighting angels in the 
room. Others report emotional or physical 
healings during a service. A few years 
ago, two Roman Catholic nuns visited a 
Casas service. When greeted at the conclu-
sion of the service, they remarked, “The 
Holy Spirit was in this place today!” 
Similarly, guests often say. “I felt like I 
had come home when I first entered the 
worship center.” All are expressions of 
people encountering God. 

Because humanity is alone (Gen. 2:18), 
we seek in this stage to remove some of 
each individual’s aloneness. Parking lot 
greeters, Northwest Center greeters, Welcome 
Center hosts, food court servers, prayer 
room counselors, and friendly Casas people 
in the congregation offer expressions of 
agapé love that minister to every person’s 
need for acceptance, affection, approval, 
attention, and comfort. We want everyone 
who attends worship to feel less alone when 
leaving than he/she feels when arriving. 

Because humanity is fallen (Gen. 3) and 
lost people matter to God (John 3:16), 
several services per year are set aside 
specifically to introduce people to the 
message of salvation through a relation-
ship with Jesus Christ. We refer to some 
of these special services as “spotlight 
sermon series.” We design these services 
to help each nonbeliever (and other guests) 
feel comfortable so that he/she can exper-
ience God and hear Christ’s gospel in a 
way that is relevant to his/her life. 
Promotional campaigns support each 
spotlight series. This helps “pave the way” 
with your near ones so that your invitation 
will have greater context and impact. 

INCLUDE 

T he include stage in the “closing the 
gap” process occurs in an environ-

ment of biblical community we call Adult 
Bible Fellowships. The New Testament 
idea of community (or fellowship) is 
related to the Greek word koinonia that 
normally implies a sense of kinship similar 
to that shared by many contemporary 
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extended families. Koinonia also connotes 
active participation and multi-faceted 
sharing. Such shared, intimate experiences 
are not possible in a gathering like our 
large worship service. Therefore, we depend 
upon mid-sized Bible Fellowships to 
provide authentic opportunities for sharing 
life with one another. Bible Fellowships 
are those groups where participants can 
grow both spiritually and relationally. 

Luke describes in the second chapter of 
Acts some characteristics that we know 
were common to early Christian groups. 
We referenced parts of this passage in 
Lesson 9, but let’s look at it now in 
broader context. As you read, make a list 
of the characteristics of community 
experienced by the early church in 
Jerusalem that you think might be similar 
to those shared by members of your Bible 
Fellowship. 

They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to the 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and to prayer. Everyone was filled 
with awe, and many wonders and 
miraculous signs were done by the 

apostles. All the believers were 
together and had everything in 

common. Selling their possessions and 
goods, they gave to anyone as he had 

need. Every day they continued to meet 
together in the temple courts. They 
broke bread in their homes and ate 

together with glad and sincere hearts, 
praising God and enjoying the favor of 
all the people. And the Lord added to 

their number daily those who were 
being saved. (Acts 2:42-47) 

What activities did you note? I see several 
similarities between the experiences of the 
Jerusalem church and those shared by 
members of our Casas Bible Fellowships. 

First, the members of most of Casas’ 
Bible Fellowships are committed to Bible 
teaching that practically applies the truths 
and principles of the Scriptures to daily 
life. Many routinely socialize over snacks 
or a meal when they gather. Most take 

time to pray for one another. We often 
hear people share reports of the Holy 
Spirit’s special ministry in the lives of 
particular group members. It is common 
for some in a Bible Fellowship to pool 
resources and give generously to a member 
in need. Most Bible Fellowships gladly 
gather often in private homes for social 
activities. 

In addition, many of our Bible Fellow-
ships provide members with opportunities 
to develop more intimate friendships built 
around additional Bible discussions and 
prayer by organizing small groups that 
meet in homes during the week. Similarly, 
some BF’s help their members live life-
styles of service by planning work projects 
in partnership with local ministries and 
mission groups. By ministering to one 
another  and to  the unreached and 
unchurched in our community, we live in 
obedience to the New Commandment 
(John 13:34-35). 

Bible Fellowships also offer members 
opportunities to participate in various 
disciple-making activities. For example, 
some pray together concerning those they 
will invite to a Casas worship event. 
Similarly, more than half of our Bible 
Fellowships regularly encourage a Casas 
missionary, send department members on 
short-term mission trips, and staff booths 
at our annual Missions Fair. These kinds 
of opportunities help all of us carry out the 
Great Commission (Matt. 28:18-20, Acts 
1:7-8) with Great Commandment love 
(Matt. 22:34-40, Mark 12:28-34, Luke 
10:25-28). This leads us now to a broader 
discussion of the invite stage of the 
“closing the gap” process. 

INVITE 

L ike the inspire and include stages, 
the invite stage is also essential. 

You will recall from previous unified 
studies that an invitation was tactically 
significant in helping Jesus connect with 
many of His original disciples. For example, 
when Andrew heard John the Baptist 
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identify Jesus as the expected Messiah, he 
issued an invitation to his brother Peter to 
meet Jesus. 

Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was 
one of the two who heard what John 

had said and who had followed Jesus. 
The first thing Andrew did was to find 
his brother Simon and tell him, “We 
have found the Messiah” (that is, the 
Christ). And he brought him to Jesus. 

(John 1:40-42) 

Similarly, Phillip extended an invitation 
to Nathanial, saying: 

Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was 
from the town of Bethsaida. Philip 

found Nathanael and told him,  
“We have found the one Moses wrote 
about in the Law, and about whom the 

prophets also wrote — Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 

“Nazareth! Can anything good come 
from there?” Nathanael asked. 
“Come and see,” said Philip.  

(John 1:44-46) 

Similar “come and see” invitations also 
are tactically significant to helping non-
believers and unchurched Christians connect 
with Christ through Casas. 

We all are working together intentionally 
to “raise the temperature of evangelism” 
at Casas. This is in direct obedience to 
God’s leading. He convicted Casas pastors 
and leaders of having grown lax in efforts 
to reach the lost with the Gospel of Christ. 
Our church had gravitated from her original 
roots as a Kingdom-expanding church and 
moved toward being more of a cloistered 
congregation, protecting our members 
from a society in moral decline. God called 
our pastors and leaders to return to Casas’ 
original mission of being a Kingdom- 
expanding church. 

Participating in this stage is easy. First, 
you identify unbelieving or unchurched 
near ones for whom Christ has given you 
a prayer burden. Next, you pray. Invite 
your Bible Fellowship to pray with you. 

You can pray that: 
♦ God will provide you opportunity to 

demonstrate agapé love by ministering 
to your near one in a time of need or 
when he/she is spiritually curious. 

♦ God will provide the right time in 
your relationship with your near one 
to issue an invitation to a Casas 
“spotlight sermon series” or other 
special event. 

♦ God will prepare your near one’s 
heart to receive and accept your 
invitation. 

♦ God will prepare your near one’s 
heart to hear and receive the good 
news of salvation in Christ. 

♦ After you pray, then you—like 
Andrew and Phillip—say to your 
near ones, “Come and see.” 

APPLICATION 
IDEAS & 

QUESTIONS 

A t the beginning of this lesson I told 
you about a question that I always 

ask in the “Discovering Casas” workshop 
for new members. Now I want to tell you 
about another question I always ask: 
“Why have you chosen Casas as your 
church?” For the last three years, the most 
frequent answers identify how “relational” 
Casas is. People say things like: 
♦ People here truly care about each 

other. 
♦ We quickly made friends. 
♦ We like the emphasis placed on 

loving one another. 
♦ The church is very accepting of 

everyone. 
♦ Coming here is like coming home. 
♦ People are always ready to help 

when help is needed. 
Our theology, our calling, and our 

process help make us a people of God 
with an identity of love. We are growing 
collectively as a Body of Christ in our 
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capacity to love God, love others, and love 
one another. The stories of changed lives 
abound.  You know many of  them. 
Remember this, as you think about how 
you will make both our calling and the 
process for fulfilling our calling practically 
applicable to those you teach. 

Here are some questions to consider as 
you pray and think about making this 
lesson relevant to your group. 
♦ In what ways do you see the basic 

tenets of our relational theology 
woven into the fabric or our calling 
and process? 

♦ In what elements of our “closing the 
gap” process are you actively 
involved? 

♦ In what way can your BF develop an 
even greater “identity of love?” 

♦ In what ways can your Bible Fellow-
ship become more effective at connect-
ing people into community and 
teaching the Bible for life-change? 

♦ How can the participants in your 
Bible Fellowship work together to 
raise the temperature of evangelism 
within the department? 
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I n many respects this final lesson in 
the Faith Foundations unified study 

is about who Casas is today. However, it 
is important to remember that she strongly 
reflects the values of her past. Our driving 
values of evangelism, spiritual growth, and 
biblical community are part of the legacy 
left to us by those who planted Casas as a 
mission to reach a newly-growing part of 
Tucson with the Gospel of Christ. 

In the early 1960s a group of men from 
North Tucson Baptist Church knelt in a 
wash near Casas’ original site, asking God 
to give them the land for a church that 
could reach the people of the developing 
neighborhood. On a February 4, 1962, a 
small gathering of eighteen people met at 
Harrelson Elementary as Casas Adobes 
Baptist Mission. Reverend Louis Nimmo 
was the newly-formed mission’s interim 
pastor. Rev. Nimmo later became the 
pastor of First Baptist Church in San 
Manuel. On March 5, 1963, the mission 
called Dr. T. P. Lott to be their first pastor. 
By June 9, 1963, the church membership 
had nearly doubled and Casas Adobes 
Baptist Church was officially constituted 
as a church with 35 charter members. 

The new church purchased five acres on 
the southwest corner of Ina and La Cholla. 
Dr. Lott personally made the first year’s 
monthly payments. On February 7, 1965, 
the budding church began construction on 
two buildings: a 200-seat chapel and an 
educational wing with room for 200 people 
to attend Sunday School. 

Casas Adobes Christian School, a dream 
of Dr. Lott’s wife, Carmen, began in 1970. 
The school organized as a mission school 
rather than a covenant school. “Mission 
schools” serve both nonbelievers and 
believers, while “covenant schools” serve 
only Christian families. The school, like 
the church, was passionate about reaching 
non-believing and unchurched families 

who could find biblical community as part 
of the small-but-growing church. Today, 
the school remains true to its original 
calling to be a “mission school” providing 
quality education to children from both 
Christian and non-Christian families. 

Dr. Lott was 62 years old when he 
became the first pastor of Casas. He and 
Carmen served the church for 12 years 
before retiring. At his retirement, Casas’ 
average Sunday morning attendance was 
approximately 100. During his tenure the 
values of evangelism, spiritual growth, and 
community were firmly established. 

Roger Barrier succeeded Dr. Lott as 
Senior Pastor on January 25, 1976. He often 
tells the story of a deacon who reminded 
him of the church’s passion for leading 
people to Christ. The deacon said, “We want 
to continue to see the baptismal waters 
stirred every Sunday night.” The church 
witnessed 80 baptisms in 1977. Six years 
later that number increased to almost 200. 

Before coming to Casas, Roger and Julie 
considered becoming cross-cultural mission-
aries. They brought with them to Tucson 
their passion for reaching nonbelievers and 
the unchurched. In an interview published 
by the Tucson Citizen shortly after arriving 
at Casas, Roger said, “My goal is to have 
2000 in our Sunday School in 20 years.” God 
had given Roger a big vision for the church. 

Following the death of Roger and Julie’s 
firstborn daughter, Jessie, he began to 
understand God’s deep grief over baby 
Christians who never grow up. Roger 
dedicated himself not only to leading 
people to Christ, but also to helping them 
grow into spiritual mothers and fathers. A 
driving value of spiritual growth took its 
place beside the church’s passion for 
evangelism. Casas continued to grow. 
Casas members dedicated a new 900-seat 
worship center in the spring of 1978. 
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Additional educational buildings were 
added as the church continued to grow. 
Sunday School departments provided 
environments where people could enjoy 
biblical community and grow both 
spiritually and relationally as “brothers 
and sisters in Christ.” Sunday School 
departments also accepted the responsibility 
for reaching out to their lost and unchurched 
family members and friends. As the Sunday 
School organization matured, the value for 
biblical community also grew. 

During the 1980s the church grew rapidly. 
However, most of the growth was the result 
of Christians new to northwest Tucson 
visiting Casas and deciding to stay. Evan-
gelism became less of a driving value in 
the ministry of the church while the value 
and passion for spiritual growth increased. 

In October 1999 Casas moved from her 
14-acre site to our present 85-acre site. In 
the earliest days of the new century, God 
began to speak to our pastors and leaders. 
Two things became apparent. First, His 
Spirit convicted us of failing to place 
adequate emphasis on reaching non-
believers—and He called us to repentance. 
Second, He began to call us back to an 
understanding of Scripture and theology 
that not only focused on sound doctrine 
and appropriate moral/ethical behavior, 
but also caused us to again see the Great 
Commandment as central to our under-
standing of the Bible as a whole. 

These two revelations have led to 
significant changes in our church. We are 
becoming more of a people with an identity 
of love. And we are again reaching 
increasing numbers of nonbelievers and 
unchurched Christians. We are once again 
a Kingdom-expanding church. Evangelism 
is again taking its place as a primary 
driving value. 

A t the writing of this series we are a 
few weeks away from another 

leadership transition at Casas. Roger Barrier 
will assume the role of Senior Teaching 
Pastor with added responsibilities of 
teaching and preaching internationally, 
working primarily with Casas missionaries 
and other pastors and their wives. Glenn 
Barteau will become our third Senior Pastor. 

Glenn is uniquely equipped to lead us 
through the next era of our lives together. 
He has worked alongside Roger for many 
years. He is passionate about our church 
and her driving values of evangelism, 
spiritual growth, and community. Just as 
God gave Roger spiritual gifts of leadership 
and teaching for his time as the church’s 
principle leader, He has given Glenn 
obvious gifts of evangelism and leadership. 
While Glenn’s teaching and leading styles 
differ from Roger’s, he—along with our 
other pastors and leaders—remains 
committed to the legacy left to us by those 
who have come before us: evangelism, 
spiritual growth, and biblical community. 
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STEP ONE: GETTING 
READY TO LEARN  
(5 MINUTES) 

Use Studying the Word Together 
material from pages 10-2 to 10-3 

to prepare for this section. 
♦ Tell your group that today’s lesson is 

about Casas’ Calling and the process 
that we use to fulfill the calling that 
God has given us. 

♦ Refer them to the brief descriptions 
(on handout) of the “Three categories 
of American Churches” and ask each 
one to select the description that 
most describes Casas to him/her. 

♦ Explain that Casas is a Kingdom 
church with the mission to reach 
nonbelievers and the unchurched in 
our neighborhood and city. 

STEP TWO: OUR 
CALLING (5 MINUTES)  

Use Studying the Word Together 
material from page 10-3 to prepare for 
this section. Make the following points: 

♦ Because our calling is familiar to 
many, ask a volunteer to recite it 
from memory. 

♦ Write on the whiteboard: “Through 
the Sunday Morning Experience 
(SMX), helping people close the gap 
between their present spiritual 
reality and the life promised in 
Scripture.” 

Important Scripture 
References: 

♦ John 1:40-42, 44-46  
♦ Acts 2:43-47 
♦ 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

Teaching Goals: 
Bible Fellowship participants will 
♦ Learn: Casas’ Calling and the 

process that we use to carry out our 
calling 

♦ Learn: Deeper insight into how 
relational theology is woven into  
the process 

♦ Experience: Identify ways they 
carryout the Great Commission  
in Great Commandment love  
(Matt. 28:18-29; Acts 1:7-8;  
Matt. 22:34-40)  

Before Class Begins: 
♦ Distribute handouts. 
 

  
RESOURCES 

NEEDED: 
♦ 2-sided copies of 

Lesson Notes / 
Take-Home pages 

♦ Pencils or pens 
for each person 

♦ Dry erase markers 
and marker board 
or felt tip markers 
and a flip chart  

 
TIMEFRAME:  
♦ 35 minutes 
 

NOTE TO TEACHER: This suggested lesson plan contains many elements that, if 
employed, will help maximize learning for life-change in your Bible Fellowship. If you 
are an experienced teacher, you have freedom to create your own plan based upon the 
“Studying the Word Together” section. If you are less experienced, we suggest that you 
“stick to the plan.” However, even less-experienced teachers should feel free to modify 
the plan based upon the needs of your Bible Fellowship. This plan is designed to be 
presented in 35 minutes. It is important, therefore, that you carefully plan your 
presentation so that you communicate the main points with brevity and clarity. 
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FFAITHAITH F FOUNDATIONSOUNDATIONS  

♦ The phrase present spiritual reality 
serves as the beginning point of a 
spiritual journey for each individual. 
Therefore, our calling encompasses 
our primary values of evangelism, 
spiritual growth, and Christian 
community. 

♦ You may explain that the short 
version of the calling is “helping 
people close the gap through the 
Sunday Morning Experience.” 

STEP THREE: OUR 
“CLOSING THE GAP” 
PROCESS (20 MINUTES)  
Use material from pages 10-3 to 10-6 
and from Commentary to prepare for 

this section. Make the following points: 

♦ Introduce the process as simple and 
easy to understand; it is summarized 
by three words: inspire, include, and 
invite. 

♦ Refer your group to the “closing the 
gap” process diagram (on handout) 
and point out that it is non-linear; 
that is, it represents the essential 
elements of a continuous flow 

♦ Inspire: Introduce the inspire stage as 
the place where most newcomers to 
Casas enter the process flow. 
1. Describe how people encounter 

God in this stage in the light of: 
a. Christ manifested by the 

presence of the Holy Spirit  
(1 Cor. 12:4-11, on handout) 

b. God’s word 
c. God’s people 

2. Describe how some of humanity’s 
aloneness-and-fallenness needs 
are addressed in worship services, 
helping people feel less alone 
than they did when they arrived. 

♦ Include: Relate the include stage of 
the process to Casas’ Bible Fellow-
ships (BF’s). 

1. Divide your department into 
groups. Ask each group to read 
Acts 2:42-47 (on handout) and to 
identify ways they think your 
Bible Fellowship experiences 
some of the same kinds of things 
experienced by the Jerusalem 
church; add your ideas if necessary. 

2. Describe how some BF’s provide 
opportunities that help participants 
lead lifestyles of service. 

3. Explain how some BF’s help their 
members carry out the Great 
C o m m i s s i o n  w i t h  G r e a t 
Commandment love. 

♦ Invite: Introduce the “invite” stage 
of the process by having one person 
read aloud John 1:40-42 (on handout) 
and another read aloud John 1:44-46 . 
1. Ask what the two passages have 

in common. (Answer: Invitations 
were extended by family members 
or close friends to those who 
needed to meet Christ.) 

2. Explain how invitations to our 
near ones are tactically signifi-
cant to helping nonbelievers and 
unchurched Christians connect 
with Christ through Casas. 

3. Tell your group that participating 
in this stage of the process is easy. 
a. Describe how people might 

pray. 
b. Explain the simplicity of the 

“come and see” for yourself 
invitation. 

STEP FOUR: APPLICATION  
(5 MINUTES) 

Use Studying the Word Together 
material from pages 10-6 to 10-7 to 
prepare for this section. Make the 

following points: 
♦ Ask group members to identify 

ways that they believe their Bible 
Fellowship represents a community 
with an identity of love. 
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Lesson Notes Blanks: 
CASAS’ CALLING 

Through the Sunday Morning Experience , helping people close the gap 
between their present spiritual reality and the  life promised in Scripture . 

Our calling encompasses our three primary values: evangelism ,   

spiritual growth , and Christian community . 

♦ Refer each individual to the “Closing 
Thought” on his/her handout. Ask 
them all to write down one way in 
which they will grow in carrying out 

the Great Commission with Great 
Commandment love. 

♦ Teacher closes with a prayer of 
celebration and commitment. 
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Today’s Scriptures 

1 Corinthians 12:4, 7-11: There are 
different kinds of gifts, but the same 
Spirit…. Now to each one the mani-
festation of the Spirit is given for the 
common good. To one there is given 
through the Spirit the message of 
wisdom, to another the message of 
knowledge …, to another faith …, to 
another gifts of healing…, to another 
miraculous powers, to another prophecy, 
to another distinguishing between 
spirits…. All these are the work of one 
and the same Spirit, and he gives 
them to each one, just as he determines. 

Acts 2:42-47: They devoted them-
selves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and to prayer. Everyone was filled with 
awe, and many wonders and miracu-
lous signs were done by the apostles. 
All the believers were together and 
had everything in common. Selling 
their possessions and goods, they 
gave to anyone as he had need. Every 
day they continued to meet together in 
the temple courts. They broke bread in 
their homes and ate together with glad 
and sincere hearts, praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the people. 
And the Lord added to their number 
daily those who were being saved.  

John 1:40-42: Andrew, Simon Peter's 
brother, was one of the two who heard 
what John had said and who had 
followed Jesus. The first thing Andrew 
did was to find his brother Simon and 
tell him, “We have found the Messiah”  
(that is, the Christ). And he brought him 
to Jesus.  

John 1:44-46: Philip, like Andrew and 
Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 
Philip found Nathanael and told him,  
“We have found the one Moses wrote 
about in the Law, and about whom the 
prophets also wrote — Jesus of Naza-
reth, the son of Joseph.” 

“Nazareth! Can anything good come 
from there?” Nathanael asked. 

“Come and see,” said Philip. 

THREE CATEGORIES OF AMERICAN CHURCHES 
Recent research indicates that most Christian churches in America can 

be grouped into one of three categories. Which of the descriptions below 
do you think best describes Casas? 

1. A church whose primary mission is to reform the ills of our society.  

2. A church which provides a somewhat cloistered environment for the 
congregation, creating a safe haven or “fortress” from the decaying 
moral and ethical influences of contemporary society. 

3. A church that places a high value on expanding the Kingdom by 
reaching nonbelievers and unchurched Christians with the Gospel of 
Christ. 

CASAS’ CALLING 

Through the _________________________________________ , helping people 

_________________________ between their _________________________________   

and the  __________________________________________. 

Our calling encompasses our three primary values: 

_____________________________ ,   _______________________________________ , 

and ______________________________________________ . 

CASAS’ “CLOSING THE GAP” PROCESS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLOSING THOUGHT 
How do you, personally, carry out the Great Commission with Great 

Commandment love? In the space below, note one way you will seek to 
grow in this aspect of your own spiritual journey. 

FAITH FOUNDATIONS 
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Daily Reflections 

B egin each daily reflection by meditating a few minutes on the suggested Scripture 
passage. Seek to listen to the Holy Spirit as He speaks to you. Then consider the 

comments and questions about the passage. Be aware of both your thoughts and your 
feelings. Respond to God through both. 

 
Monday: There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit…. Now to each one the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. (1 Corinthians 12:4, 7)  

The Apostle Paul identifies many “spiritual gifts” in his writings, but all are given for the 
common good of the members of the local church. In Romans and Ephesians, he mentions 
gifts of evangelism, leadership, administration, teaching, and service. Have you disciplined 
yourself to see God’s power and glory displayed in those who provide leadership in Casas’ 
worship services and in your Bible Fellowship? Thank God for those who lead and serve you 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Tuesday: They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and 
miraculous signs were done by the apostles. (Acts 2:42-43)  

It is difficult to compare the early Christian church services based in an Eastern culture to 
those that exist in our contemporary Western culture. However, there are some common 
corporate disciplines: devotion to Bible teaching, experiences of authentic biblical community, 
sharing meals, and praying together. Groups devoted to these practices often see evidence 
of the Holy Spirit’s miraculous works in their midst. Thank God for the corporate disciplines 
that your Bible Fellowship is committed to live out. And thank Him for the ways He 
supernaturally intervenes to provide for and protect the members of your group. 

 
Wednesday: All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their 
possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to 
meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with 
glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the 
Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. (Acts 2:43-47) 

Notice how actively the members of the church in Jerusalem participated in the life of 
their faith community. See how they shared with each other. Their churches compare to 
Casas’ Bible Fellowships. Thank God for your Bible Fellowship friends and ask Him to show 
you how you can become more caringly involved in the lives of your friends.  

 
Thursday: Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had 
said and who had followed Jesus. The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon 
and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). And he brought him to 
Jesus. (John 1:40-42)  

Are there non-believing or unchurched members of your family that you can invite to a 
Casas spotlight sermon series or special event? Ask God to give you opportunities to say to 
them, “Come and see.”  

 
Friday: Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. Philip found 
Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about 
whom the prophets also wrote — Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” “ 

Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked.  
“Come and see,” said Philip. (John 1:44-46)  
Are there non-believing or unchurched friends or neighbors that you can invite to a 

Casas spotlight sermon series or special event? Ask God to give you opportunities to say to 
them, “Come and see.”  

Helping People Close the Gap Through the Sunday Morning Experience 
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