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DIVINE DESIGN 

 

“Divine Design” is a home improvement television show where a gifted interior 

decorator takes a ramshackle room and transforms it into a stylish, spectacular 

space. The client’s personal taste is perfectly addressed, and the smallest detail 

is beautifully matched to the room. We are God’s “divine design.” Our Heav-

enly Father takes our flawed features, our inadequacies, and our colorless exis-

tence and makes our lives spectacular showplace! Paul writes in 1 Cor. 3:16: 

 

 “Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that 

God's Spirit lives in you? If anyone destroys God's temple, God 

will destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, and you are that 

temple.” NIV 

 

The apostle Paul not only teaches that we are the stunning showroom for the 

glorious character of God. We not only reflect His majesty, we show the world 

who He is through our lives. What an honor to be His home! We are also con-

stantly being renovated. Paul affirms that fact in 2 Corinthians 3:18: 

 

“And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, 

are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing 

glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” NIV 

 

Every day, God is molding us, re-shaping us, crafting every experience of our 

lives to reflect His radiance. He simply asks that we walk with Him in intimacy. 

The work of transformation does not happen through self-effort. It is God’s 

work. He knows what life-shaping experiences we need to look like Him. 

 

“GREATER  THAN” 

Divine Design 

 

SCRIPTURE STUDY 
 

Psalm 139 

Genesis 3:18 

Genesis 4:1-15 

Genesis 6:6 

2 Samuel 11-12 

Job 14:5 

Isaiah 55:8 

Jeremiah 17:9 

Jonah 1:3-9 

Mark 3:5 

Luke 19:41 

1 Corinthians 3:16 

2 Corinthians 3:18 

Philippians 2:12-13 

Ephesians 4:30 

Ephesians 2:10 

Hebrews 13:8 

DIGGING DEEPER 

 

 King David suffered rejection, 

disappointment, failure and 

discouragement. But Psalm 139 is 

a psalm of faith and affirmation. 

Knowing God intimately brings 

PRAYER FOCUS 
 

Dear Jesus, 

“Thank you for knowing me 

intimately and preparing me for a 

life of fulfillment and blessing.” 

In Jesus’ name,  

Amen. 

 

 

“GREATER  THAN” 

DEVOTIONAL  
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King David has been the protagonist in our “Greater Than” sermon series. We have witnessed his joys, his pain, his foi-

bles, and his prayers. David experienced rejection, heartache, disappointment, and difficulty. How did He survive? Well, 

we have studied his prayers and know that He was deeply connected to God. 

 

However, Psalm 139 gives David’s theology. It is probably his most comprehensive view of God from the psalms. If 

David did not know God this intimately, he may have chosen a different path. His life’s foundation would certainly be 

cracked and unsteady. Theology must always be formulated in the context of relationships-the connection between God 

and man. Without relational theology, you simply have the empty shell of legalism. 

 

We can learn so much about our Creator from Psalm 139. Let’s take a look at those profound verses and discover God’s 

goodness. The psalm is divided into four sections: 

 

1. Verses 1-6: God knows all things-therefore He knows everything about us. 

2. Verses 7-12: God is everywhere-therefore we can’t ever escape His unrelenting love. 

3. Verses 13-18: God is all-powerful. He created us wonderfully, He prerecorded all of our days, and His plans for us     

are perfect. 

4. Verses 19-24: David’s declaration of loyalty. He disavowed any association with wicked men. He opened His life to 

God completely and unreservedly. He trusted God to lead Him into glory (heaven). 

 

• Read Psalm 139 printed below. List and circle every verb used in conjunction with God (know, search, etc). As you 

meditate upon these words, how does it make you feel to know that God knows you so well? 

 

 

 

 

• List the questions David asked in verse seven. Have you ever tried to hide from God? Have you ever tried to ration-

alize your sin? How does the fact that God pursues you even when you seek to escape Him make you feel?  

 

 

 

 

• What is your view of God? Our view of God is formulated from our life events, our religious experiences, and our 

growing up experiences. What are some of the life events that have shaped your view of God either positively or 

painfully?     

 

PSALM 139 

 

O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. 2 You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts 

from afar. 3 You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. 4 Before a word is on my 

tongue you know it completely, O LORD. 5 You hem me in — behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me. 6 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. 

 

7 Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there. I 

make my bed in the depths, you are there. 9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 10 

even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. 11 If I say, "Surely the darkness will hide me and 

the light become night around me," 12 even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for 

darkness is as light to you. 

 

13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. 14 I praise you because I am fearfully 

and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 15 My frame was not hidden from you when I 

was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, 16 your eyes saw my unformed 

body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be. 17 How precious to me are 

your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! 18 Were I to count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand. 

When I awake, I am still with you. 
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19 If only you would slay the wicked, O God! Away from me, you bloodthirsty men! 20 They speak of you with evil 

intent; your adversaries misuse your name. 21 Do I not hate those who hate you, O LORD, and abhor those who rise up 

against you? 22 I have nothing but hatred for them; I count them my enemies. 23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; 

test me and know my anxious thoughts. 24 See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 

NIV 

 

DAVID’S PRAYER OF FAITH 

 
Verse one is the topic sentence for the entire psalm. David begins by saying “God has searched me and has known me.” 

The poem is very personal. It’s almost like a love letter shared by two people and written for no other eyes to see. Verses 

one through six speak of all the ways God knows David-words, his thoughts, his plans, even his sleep schedule. The He-

brew verb “search” means to examine with pain and care. The Hebrews used this word to describe digging deep into a 

mine, exploring a land, or investigating a legal case. Verse five speaks of God’s protection with a beautiful metaphor-

“you hem me in.” David then cries “knowing a love like this is inconceivable!” 

 

The next paragraph, verses seven through twelve, describe God’s unrelenting love. David cannot escape God’s grasp, no 

matter how much he rebels or runs from God. The king had already tried to cover up his adultery (2 Sam. 11-12), but 

God did not let him “get away with murder.” Adam and Eve tried to hide from God (Gen. 3:8) and the attempt was fu-

tile. Cain tried to deceive God and hide his sin (Gen. 4:1-15) and was unsuccessful. Jonah’s attempt to escape God’s call 

to preach to the Ninevites was equally as ineffective. He could take a detour in the opposite direction, but God had a fish 

prepared to vomit him up on the shores of Ninevah. (Jonah 1:3-9) 

 

Verses thirteen through sixteen describe God’s foreknowledge. God was custom-designing David’s DNA while he was 

still in utero. The tiny fetus already had a life plan. These three verses are the most compelling reasons why abortion is 

really murder. God has a plan for the life of each unborn child. The Hebrew verb for “created” means knit together or 

beautifully embroidered. If you would look at a photograph of DNA mapping, the double helix pairs resemble embroi-

dery. Each gene contains a series of messages that will affect everything about a person’s life. The “thread-like” nervous 

system and circulatory systems also resemble embroidery. 

 

The psalmist also teaches that God did more than design and form our bodies; our Heavenly Father planned and deter-

mined all of our days (v. 16). Job tells us that the length of our life was charted (Job 14:5) and the tasks He designed for 

us were arranged (Eph. 2:10; Phil. 2:12-13). This is not fatalism or predestination that we are powerless to resist or 

change, we can choose to accept or reject God’s amazing, perfect plan. 

 

• Think about those “God encounters” or numinous events in your life. What are they? The Bible is the story of how a 

supernatural God dipped His finger into the natural world. List those “fingerprints.”  Spend some time thanking God 

for them. 

 

 

 

 

•  What are those qualities-gifts, abilities and personality traits that make you unique from all others. List comments 

people have made affirming those things in your life. Who are those encouragers? Who can you encourage today? 

 

 

 

 

• The Greek word “teleos” means perfectly designed for a specific purpose. What do you think God has made you to 

do? How do you fit into the Body of Christ? If you do not know the answer, ask some more mature Christians whom 

you respect to give you feedback. 
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GOD’S MYSTERIOUS WAYS 

 

David marvels at the thoughts of God. “For my ways are not your ways, and my thoughts are not your thoughts….” (Is. 

55:8). Verses seventeen and eighteen summarize the contents of the entire previous section: God’s thoughts are miracu-

lous and incomprehensible, and His presence is constant. The declaration “when I am awake, you are still with me” is a 

similar statement to the promise the writer to the Hebrews makes in Hebrews 13:8: 

 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” NIV 

 

The concept of God being consistent in His love and dealings with man was very foreign in pagan religions. The gods of 

the Canaanites, Amorites and Hittites were capricious, easily angered, and always needed to be appeased to circumvent 

retribution. David’s Heavenly Father was very different. He was a God who loved unconditionally and could always be 

counted upon to respond consistently. 

 

Verses nineteen through twenty-two almost seem incongruous to the tone of the poem. David’s prayer for vindication in 

verses nineteen and twenty contains a descriptor that is pregnant with meaning. The ascription “bloodthirsty” denotes a 

lack of respect for life and a disregard for justice and righteousness. This entire poem describes how God cherishes life. 

Wicked men do the opposite. The psalmist commits the wicked into God’s just hands.  At the conclusion of the psalm, 

the king may finally see things from God’s perspective. He is, perhaps for the first time in his life, hurt by those who 

hate God.  Perhaps we can never truly understand God’s love until we begin to comprehend His grief over man’s sin. 

God the Father grieves over sinners (Gen. 6:6). God the Son weeps over unbelievers (Mark 3:5; Luke 19:41). The Holy 

Spirit mourns over God-rejecters (Eph. 4:30). When we get a glimpse of God’s heart, we see the depth of His condescen-

sion and sacrifice to redeem man. 

 

The final two verses contain a prayer every believer should emulate. “Search me, O God, and know my heart.” Self-

examination is incomplete because the prophet Jeremiah tells us that we do not even know our own hearts (Jer.17:9). 

Because of God’s great love, because He knows us so completely, we can trust every moment of our lives to Him. It is 

difficult to submit our lives to a God we do not know and be confident that He has our best interest at heart. When we 

see Him as a loving Father and masterful architect, we can freely surrender to His artful workmanship. 

 

• Have you ever questioned God? What are some of the things you want to ask God when you get to heaven?  How 

does it make you feel to know that you do not have all the answers? Do you feel reassured, frustrated, blessed, hum-

bled? 

 

 

 

 

 

• The Holy Spirit, the Counselor, is the One who examines our hearts. Have you experienced His comfort, conviction 

or His leadership? Give some examples.  

 

 

 

 

 

• Take some time to pray David’s prayer-Search my heart, know my thoughts, lead me in your paths. Can you pray 

that prayer this week? Write down some of the ways God answered that prayer. What did He say to you?  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


