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THE RESULTS OF DISOBEDIENCE 
 

I should have known better. I did know better. But I was the king, and God had 

given me the gift of wisdom. If I wanted it, I took it: money, animals, plants, 

clothes, buildings, wives, concubines. One of my favorite sayings was, “Plans 

go wrong with too few counselors; many counselors bring success!” (Proverbs 

15:22). I had wise counselors in some areas in my life, but I chose to not listen 

to them when it came to women. 

 

As a child, I learned that God made Adam and Eve, and that He created the in-

stitution of marriage to consist of one man with one woman (Genesis 2:21-24).  

However, by the time I lived, the rabbis were teaching that a man could marry 

seven women; and my father married more than that. Deuteronomy 7:3-4 com-

manded all Hebrews, “Do not intermarry with them [people in the Promised 

Land], nor let your sons and daughters marry their sons and daughters. That 

would surely result in your young people’s beginning to worship their gods. 

Then the anger of the Lord would be hot against you and he would surely de-

stroy you.” And though I knew God’s Word on the matter, I willfully chose to 

marry many women, including some from other countries. 
 

• Who do you depend on for counsel in your life? Why have you chosen 

these particular people? What character qualities do you value in them? 

 

 

 

• Do you usually listen to their advice? Why, or why not? 
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SCRIPTURE STUDY 
 

Proverbs 15:22 

Genesis 2:21-24 

Deuteronomy 7:3-4 

Psalms 72, 127 

Proverbs 2:6 

Proverbs 9:10 

Proverbs 22:17-19 

1 Kings 11:9-13 

DIGGING DEEPER 

 

Idolatry begins when people reject 

what they know about God. Instead of 

recognizing Him as the Creator and 

Sustainer of life, they soon invent 

“gods” that are convenient projections 

of their own selfish plans and decrees. 

These gods may be wooden figures, 

but they may also be goals such as 

money, power, or comfort. Idolaters 

worship the things God made rather 

than God himself.  

PRAYER FOCUS 
 

Dear Jesus, 
 

Please open my heart to 

experience Your Word today. I 

am excited to discover the 

lessons you have for me in 

Solomon’s example.  
 

Amen. 
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A DESCENT INTO IDOLATRY 

 

Over the years, I accumulated 300 concubines and 700 wives! I married some of them to strengthen political alliances. 

At the time, everyone agreed that these were wise decisions. I was doing what society said was acceptable. However, I 

also allowed my wives to worship the idols and gods of their homelands. I even allowed them to build temples and altars 

to their foreign gods. They talked to me more and more about their idols, and I rarely thought about the Lord. I even  

began to trust their gods instead of trusting the one true God, the God of my father David. As I look back—this happened 

so slowly. I thought I could please both God and my wives with their gods. But I was wrong. And I lost everything. 
 

• Have you ever struggled with an issue that society says is right but God says is wrong? What was it? What decision  

      did you make?  

 

 

 

• Make a list of all of the things that influence your decisions. Now, prioritize them.  

 

 

 

• Looking at your list, do you think that your priorities are healthy? Why, or why not?  

 

 

 

THE LOSS OF A LEGACY 

                

I wrote three books in the Bible, 3,000 proverbs, more than 1,000 songs, and two of the Psalms (72 and 127). I was the 

wisest and richest man in the world. Early in my life I wrote, “For the Lord grants wisdom” (Proverbs 2:6 LB); “The fear 

of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding (Proverbs 9:10 NIV); and 

“Listen to this wise advice; follow it closely, for it will do you good and you can pass it on to others: Trust in the Lord” 

(Proverbs 22:17-19). I may have been wise at the beginning of my reign, but in the end I was a fool (1 Kings 11:9-11). 
 

The Lord spoke to me once again, and He was angry with me (1 Kings 11:9-13). He knew that my heart had turned away 

from Him. He said that He would tear the kingdom away from my family after my death. However, for the sake of my 

father David, my son would remain as king over one tribe. What an incredible loss! Even with all of my wisdom, I failed 

miserably in God’s plan for my life. My legacy lay in ruins. And I knew it (see the book of Ecclesiastes). 
 

• How do you think you will be remembered?  

 

 

 

• What kind of legacy would you like to leave? Are you living in such a way that this will be your legacy? Why, or 

why not? What do you need to change? 

 

 

 

• Did you start out strong? Are you having difficulty continuing in your faith? What’s going on? Who can you turn to  

      for some encouragement and hope? 

 

 

 

The end of my story is sad. I never asked for forgiveness. But God is a God of grace. Even though I turned away from 

the Lord, especially in my old age, He graciously allowed my writings to be included in His Holy Bible.  
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• God used Solomon’s writings in spite of His sin. What does this tell you about the extent of God’s grace? 

 

 

 

• Read Romans 8:28, and then write it here in your own words. What good did God bring about from Solomon’s life? 

 

 

My life is recorded for you, both the good and the bad. I wanted others to learn from all I knew and you will find it in 

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and the Song of Solomon. I encourage you to continue this devotional studies on Proverbs based 

on the sermons by Dr. Roger Barrier and Glenn Barteau. 

 

 
 

A FINAL THOUGHT 

 

I end now with a few words of wisdom that I hope will guide your life:  
 

 “The Lord grants wisdom.” (Proverbs 2:6 LB) 

 “His every word is a treasure of knowledge and understanding.” (Proverbs 2:10 LB) 

 “Wisdom and truth will enter the very center of your being, filling your life with joy.” (Proverbs 16:20 LB) 

 “God blesses those who obey him; happy (is) the man who puts his trust in the Lord.” (Proverbs 19:23 LB) 

 “Reverence for God gives life, happiness, and protection from harm. Listen to this wise advice; follow it closely, 

 for it will do you good and you can pass it on to others: Trust in the Lord.” (Proverbs 22:17-19 LB) 
 

 

 

In the area below, write the Scripture(s), thought(s), and question(s) from today’s devotional that you want to spend 

more time thinking about. What will you apply to your life? 


